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N^157. THURSDAY, JANUARY 1, 1756, 


()NE can scarce pass an hour in any company, 
without hearing it frequently asserted, that the pre- 
sent generation of servants in this country are the 
proudest, and the laziest, the most profligate, inso- 
lent, and extravagant set of mortals any where to be 
found on the face of the globe : to which indisput- 
able truth I always readily give my assent, with 
but one single exception, which is that of their 
masters and ladies. Now, though by this exception 
1 have incurred the contemptuous smiles of many 
a wise face, and the indignant frowns of many a 
pretty one, yet I shall here venture to show, that the 
pride and laziness of our servants, from whence 
their profligacy, insolence, and extravagance must 
unavoidably proceed, are entirely owing, not only 
to our example, but to our cultivation, and are but 
the natural productions of the same imperfections 
in ourselves. 

In th6 first place then, pride has put it into our 
heads, that it is most honourable to be waited on 
by gentlemen and ladies : and all, who are really 
such by birth or education, having also too much 
of the same pride, however necessitous, to submit 
to any servitude, however easy, we are obliged to 
take the lowest of the people, and convert them by 
our own ingenuity into the genteel personages w^ 
think proper should attend us. Hence our very 
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footmen are adorned with gold and silver, with 
bags, toupees, and ruffles: the valet dc chambre 
cannot be distinguished from his master, but by be- 
ing better drest : and Joan, who used to be but as 
^ood as my lady in the dark, is now by no means her 
inferior in the day-light. In great families I have fre- 
quetly entreated the maitre d'hdtel to go before me, 
and have pulled a chair for the butler, imagining 
them to be part, and not the least genteel part of 
the company. Their diversions too are no less po* 
3ite than their appearance : in the country they are 
sportsmen; in town they frequent plays, operas, 
and taverns ; and at home have their routes and their 
gaming-tables. 

But lest thus exalting our servants to an equality 
with ourselves should not sufficiently augment their 
pride, and destroy all subordination, we take ano- 
ther method more effectually to complete the work, 
which is, debasing ourselves to their meanness by a 
ridiculous imitation of their dresses and occupa- 
tions. Hence were derived the flapped hat, and 
cropped hair, the green frock, the long staff’, and 
buckskin breeches : hence, among the ladies, the 
round-cared cap, the stuff night-gown, wdiite apron, 
and black leather shoe ; and hence many persons of 
the liighest rank daily employ themselves in riding 
matches, driving coaches, or in running before them, 
in order to convince their domestics ho^ greatly 
|hey are inferior to them in the execution of these 
lionourable offices. Since then we make use of so 
much art to corrupt our servants, have we reason 
to be angry with their concurrence? Since we 
take so much pains to inform them of their superi- 
ority, and our weakness, can we be surprised that 
they despise us, or be displeased with their inso- 
lence and impertinence. 

As the pride of servants thus proceeds from tire 
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pride, so docs their hi/dticss from the laziness of 
their masters ; and indeed, if there is any charac- 
teristic peculiar to the young*peoplc of fashion of 
the present age, it is their laziness, or an ‘extreme 
unwillingness to attend to any thing that can give 
them the least trouble or disquietude ; without any 
degree of which they would fain enjoy all the luxu- 
ries of life, ia contradiction U) the dispositions of 
Providence and the nature of things. They would 
have great estates* without any management, great 
expenses without any accounts, and great families 
without any discipline or ceconomy ! in short, they 
arc fit only to be inhabitants of Lubherland^ where 
as the cliild’s geography informs us, men lie upon 
their backs with their mouths open, and it rains fat 
pigs ready roasted. From this principle, when the 
pride they have infused into their servants has pro- 
duced a proportionable degree of laziness, their own 
laziness is too prevalent to sufter them to struggle 
with that of their servants ; and thej^ rather choose 
that all business should be neglected, than to en- 
force the performance of it ; and to give up all au- 
thority, rather than take the pains to support it; 
from whence it happens, that in great and noble fa- 
milies, where the domestics are very numerous, 
they will not so much as wait upon themselves : 
and wa§ it not for the friendly assistance of 
char-women, porters, chair-men and shoe-blackS 
procured by a generous distribution of coals, can- 
dles, and provisions, the common offices of life 
could never be executed. In such it is often as 
difficult to procure conveniences, as in a desart 
island : and one frequently wants necessaries in the 
midst of profuseness and extravagance. In such 
families. I have sometimes been shut up in a cold 
room, and interdicted from the use of fire and water 
for half a day ; and though during my imprison- 
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xnent I have seen numberless servants continually 
passing by, the utmost I could procure of them was, 
that they would send somebody to relieve my ne- 
cessities, "which they never performed. In such I 
have seen, when a favourite dog has discharged a 
too plentiful dinner in the drawing room, at the 
frequent ringing of the bell numerous attendants 
make their appearance all entreated to depute some 
one to remove the nuisance with the utmost expe- 
dition, but no one has been found in such a house 
mean enough to undertake such an employment ; 
and so it has lain sraoaking under the noses of the 
illustrious company during the whole evening. 

I could produce innumerable instances, minute 
indeed, and unobserved, but well worthy observa- 
tion, of the encroachments of our servants on our 
easiness and indolence, in the introduction of most 
of the fashions that have prevailed for several years 
past, in our equipages and domestic oeconomy ; all 
which are entirely calculated for their pleasure, 
ease, or advantage, in direct contradiction to our 
own. To mention but a few : our coaches are made 
uneasy, but light, that they may whirl us along with 
the utmost rapidity, for their own amusement. 
Glasses before are laid aside, and we are immured 
in the dark, that the coachman may no longer be 
under our inspection, but be drunk or asleep with- 
out any observation. Family liveries are discarded, 
because badges of servility, which might give infor- 
mation to whom their wearers belonged, and to 
whom complaints might be addressed for their 
enormities; By their carelessness and idleness they 
have obliged us to hire all our horses, and so have 
got rid of the labour of looking after them. By 
^e ir impositions on the road they have forced us 
„^o post-chaises, by which means they are at li- 
Kl§rty to travel by themselves as it best suits their 
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own ease and convenience. By their impertinence, 
which we have not patience to endure, nor resolu- 
tion to repress, they have reduced us to dumb- 
waiters, that is, to wait upon ourselves ; by which 
weans they have shaken o/f the trouble and con- 
descension of attending us. By their profusion and 
mismanagement in house-keeping, they have com- 
pelled us to allow them board wages ; by which 
means they have obtained a constant excuse to 
loiter at public-houses, and money in their pockets 
to squander there in gaming, drunkenness and ex- 
travagance, The last of these is an evil of so gigan- 
tic a size, so conducive to the universal corruption, 
of the lower part of this nation, and so entirely 
destructive of all family order, decency, and occo- 
noniy, that it well deserves the consideration of a 
legislature, who are not themselves under the in- 
fluence of their servants, and can pay them their 
wages without any inconvenience. 

From what has been said, it plainly appears, that 
every man in this country is ill-served, in propor- 
tion to the number and dignity of his servants : the 
parson, or the tradesman, who keeps but two maids 
and a boy not exceeding twelve years old, is usually 
very well waited on ; the private gentleman, infi- 
nitely worse ; but persons of great fortunes or qua- 
lity, afraid of the idols of their own setting up, are 
neglected, abused, and impoverished by their de- 
pendents ; the king himself, as is due to his exalted 
station, is more imposed on, and worse attended 
than any one of his subjects. 
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Nnsa THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 1756. 


During the course of these my labours, tlierc is 
nothing that I have applied myself to with more 
diligence and attention, or that I have hoped for 
with greater pleasure and delight, than #»e refor- 
mation of the fair sex. Their dressing, gaming, 
and painting have been from time to time the sub- 
jects of my animadversions. Happy indeed should 
I have been, if my success had borne any propor- 
tion to my zeal : but as my philosophy has taught 
me to bear with patience those evils which I cannot 
redress, 1 am contented, under certain limitations, 
to wink at those enormities, which 1 wanted to have 
removed. In regard to dress, 1 consent that the 
fashion shall continue as it now is; but I enter my 
protest against absolute nakedness ; for while I am 
conniving at low stays and short petticoats, 1 will 
permit no lady whatsoever (as a brother essayist 
very wittily has it) to make both ends meet, I con- 
sent also to tlie present fashion of curling the hair, 
so that it may stand a month without combing : 
though I must confess (and I believe most husbands 
and lovers are of my opinion) that I think a fort- 
night or three weeks might be a sufficient time : 
but I bar any application to those foreign artists, 
who advertise in the public papers that they have 
the secret of making up a lady’s head for a com- 
pleat quarter of a year. As to gaming, 1 permit it 
to go on as it does, provided that the ladies will con- 
tent themselves with injuring their husbands in no 
other respect than by ruining their fortunes. Paint- 
ing likewise I submit to ; and indeed as cards and 
late hours have so totally destroyed the natural com- 
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plexion, it is not altogether unreasonable that a little 
art should be introduced to repair it. But to make 
this art as little hurtful as possible to the health, 
the breath, the teeth, and the skin of those who 
practise it, I have consulted almost every author, 
both ancient and modern, who has written on the 
subject. The most satisfactory of these is Jo. Paul 
Lomatius, a painter of Milan. His works were 
translated by Richard Haydock, of New College, 
Oxford, in the year 1598. In the third book of 
which are the following observations, ' which the 
author calls a discourse of the artificial beauty of 
it^omen. 

‘ Having treated of so many and divers thinges, 
I could not hut say something of such matters as 
women use ordinarily in beautifying and embellish- 
ing their faces ; a thing well worth the knowledge : 
insomuch as many women are so possessed with a 
desire of helping their complexions by some artifi- 
cial meanes, that they will by no means be dis- 
suaded from the same 

‘ Now the things which they use are these, viz. 
ointments of divers sorts, powders, fatts, waters, 
and the like ; whereof Jo. Modonese, doctor of phy- 
sic, hath written at large, in .his book intituled the 
Ornaments of Women, wherein he teacheththe whole 
order of beautifying the face. 

‘ Now my intent in this treatise is only to disco- 
ver the natures of certain things which are in daily 
use for this purpose ; because it often falleth out, 
that instead of beautifying, they do most vilely dis- 
figure themselves. The reason whereof is, because 
they are ignorant of the natures and qualities of the 
ingredients. Howbeit partly by my directions, 
and partly by Modonese’s book, I hope to content 
and satisfy them in all such sort, that they shall 
have just cause to thank us both : and in truth, for 
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tliclr sakes have. I specially undertaken this palncs, 
by teaching them to understand the natures of the 
minerals/ vegetables, and animals which are most 
applied to this use. So that if any shall henceforth 
fall into the inconveniencie after specified, their own 
peril be it. And first, concerning sublimate. 

* (y SUBLIMATE, and the had^ects thereof* 

* Divers women use sublimate lliversly prepared 
for increase of their beauty. Some bray it witli 
quicksilver in a marble mortar with a wooden 
pestle, and this they call argentatem: others boyl 
it in water, and therewith wash their face ; some 
grind it with pomatum, and sundry other waies ; 
but this is sure, that which way soever it be used, 
it is very offensive to man's flesh, and that not only 
to the face, but unto all the other parts of the body 
besides : for proof whereof, sublimate is called dead 
jier^ because of its malignant and biting nature: 
the composition, whereof is of quicksilver ^ and 

vitriolf distilled together in a glassen vesscll. 

‘ This the chirurgions call a corrosive, because if 
it be put upon man's flesh, it burneth it in a short 
space, mortifying the place, not without great pain 
to the patient* Wherefore such women as use it 
about their face, have always black teeth standing 
far out of their gums like a Spanish mule, an often- 
sive breath, with a face half scorched, and an un- 
clean complexion : all which proceed from the na- 
ture of sublimate ; so that simple women, thinking 
to grow more beautiful, become disfigured, hasten- 
ing old age before the time, and giving occasion to 
their husbands to seek strangers instead of their 
wives, with divers oilier inconveniences. 
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‘ O/* CERUSSE, and the effects thereof, 

‘ The cerussc, or white le£}4i which women use 
to better their complexion, is made of lead and 
vinegar, which mixture is naturally a great drier ; 
so that those women which use it about their faces, 
doe quickly become withered and grey-headed, be- 
cause this doth so mightily dry up the natural 
moysture of their flesh : and if any give not credit 
to my report, let them but observe such as have 
used it, and I doubt not but they will easyly be 
satisfied. 


* Of PLUME ALUME. 

* This alume is a kind of stone, which seemetli 
as it w ere made of tow, and is of so hot* and dry a 
nature, that if you make the wicke of a candle 
therewith, it is thought it will burn continually 
without going out ; a very strange matter, and be- 
yond credit. With this some use to rub the skin oft* 
their face, to make it seem red by reason of the in- 
^ammation it procureth ; but qucstionlesse it hath 
divers inconveniencies, and therefore to be avoided, 

‘ Of the JUICE of LEMONS. 

‘ Some use the juice of lemons about their face, 
not knowing the evil qualities thereof; for it is so 
forcible, that it dissolveth the hardest stones into 
water, and there is nothing which sooner dissolveth 
pearl than it. Now if it can dissolve stones in this 
manner, what think you will it do upon man’s flesh ? 
Wherefore 1 exhort all women to cschewc this an4 
the like fretting and wearing medicines. 
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^ Of the OYL (f TARTAHIE. 

< There is no greater frelter and eater than tlie 
oyl of tartarie, which in a very short time inorti- 
fieth a wound, as well as any other caustic or cor- 
rosive ; and being so strong a fretter, it will take 
any stain or spot out of linen or woollen cloth; 
wherefore we may easily think, that if it be used 
about the face, it will work the like effects on the 
game, by scorching and hardening it so, that in 
many days it will not return to the former state. 

* Of the ROCKE ALUME. 

• Rockc alume doth likewise hurt the face, inso- 
much as it is a very piercing and drying mincrah 
and is used in strong water for the dissolving o^ 
metals, which water is made only of rocke alume 
and sal nitriim distilled, and is found to be of that 
strength, that one drop thereof being put on the 
skin, burneth, shriveletn, and parching it, with di- 
vers other incoDvenicncies, as loosing the teeth, &c. 

♦ CyCAMPHIRE. 

* Camnliire is so hot and dric, that coming any- 
thing nedre the fier, it suddenly taketh her, and 
*burneth most vehemently. This being applied to 
the face, scaldeth it exceedingly, causing a great 
alteration, by parching of the skinne, and procuring 
a flushing in the face.: and in this the women arc 
very much deceaved. 

* OfaU such things as are enemies to ike healthy and 
hurful to the complexion, 

< All those paintings and embeUishings which arc 
made with mmcrals and corrosives, arc very dan- 
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gcrous for being laid upon the flesh, especially 
upon the face of a woman, which is very tender and 
delicate by nature (besides the harm they doe to 
the natural beauty) doe much prejudice the health 
of the body : for it is very certain that all paintings 
and colourings made of minerals or half minerals, 
as iron, brass, lead, tinn, sublimate, cerusse, cam- 
phire, juice of lemons, plume alume, salt peeter, 
vitriol, and all manner of saltes, and sortes of 
alumes (as hath bip declared) are very oifensive to 
the complexion of the face ; wherefore if there be 
no remedy, but women will be meddling with this 
arte of polishing, let them insteedc of those mine- 
ral stuffes, use the remedies following : 

* ‘ Of suche helpes (f beaut 1/ as may safely be used tviM- 
out danger, 

< There is nothing in the world which doth more 
bcautifie and adorne a woman, than cheerefulness 
and contentment ; for it is not the red and white 
which giveth the gratious perfection of beauty, but 
certain sparkling notes and touches of amiable 
cheerfulness accompanying the same ; the trueth 
whereof may appear in a discontented woman, 
otherwise exceeding faire, who at that instant will 
seem yl favoured and flnlovely : as contrariewise 
an hard-favoured and browne woman, being merry, 
pleasant, and jocund, will seem sufficient beau- 
tiful. 

• Secondly honesty : because though a woman be 
fair and merry, and yet be dishonest, she must 
needs seem most ougly to an ingenuous and honest 
mind. 

‘ Thirdly wisdorae : for a foolish, vain, giggh'ng 
dame cannot be reputed fair, insomuch as she hath 
an impure and polluted mind. 
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‘ But hereof sufficient, till a further opportunitie 
be ministered. Mean while, if any be desirous to 
be more satisfied in this point, I referrre them to an 
oration or treaties of Na^^ianzen’s concerning this 
matter.' 

Thus far Lomatius ; and as I have not been able 
to. procure the treatise he refers to, I could wish 
with all my heart that the ladies would lay aside 
their paint for a few weeks, and make trial of his 
receipt. It will indeed cost them some trouble, 
and may possibly require a little alteration in their 
manner of living : but I will venture to g^ssert, that 
the united toilettes of a hundred women of fashion 
cannot furnish a composition that will be half so 
efficacious. 


Nn59. TITUIiSBAY, JANUARY 15, 1756. 


Old as I am my curiosity carried me the other 
night to see the new dramatic satire, called The 
Apprentice, which,. considering the present epide- 
mic madness for theatrital emploji^ments raging 
through the lower ranks of people, will I hope be as 
serviceable to cure the English mob of that idle dis- 
order, as the immortal work of Cervantes was to 
exorcise from the breasts of the Spanish nobility the 
demon of knight errantry. The piece is new and 
entertaining, and has received no inconsiderable 
advantages from the masterly performance of a 
principal comedian, who, with a true genius for the 
stage has very naturally represented the contemp- 
tible insufficiency of a pert pretension to it. At my 
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return to my lodgings I found the following letter 
on my table : 

To Mr. Fit2-Adam. 

Sir; 

Among the many benevolent designs which have 
adorned the present well-disposed age, 1 remember 
to have read one a few years ago, in a periodical 
pamphlet, intituled, * A proposal for building an 
hospital for decayed authors^' which gave me, and 
many other charitable people, much satisfaction. If 
the aged, the lame, and the blind are proper objects 
of compassion, how much more so are those, who 
( if 1 may use the expression ) have mutilated their 
understandings by an application to an art which 
incapacitates its professors for all other pursuits ! 
How many sublime geniuses have we daily seen, who 
scorning the mechanic drudgeries to which they have 
been destined by their m’uck-worm parents, have so 
feasted their minds with Pierian delicacies, as to 
leave their bodies to perish through nakedness and 
hunger I 

Having heard that the author of that essay made 
an impression not only upon those who shed often 
the tears of pity, but even upon usurers, attornies, 
and sober tradesmen, I have ventured, by the con- 
veyance of your paper, to lay my thoughts before 
the public, in compassion to the distresses of an- 
other order of men, who, in a subordinate degree, 
ar^ connected with the sublime race of authors, and, 
as retainers to the muses, claim mine and your as- 
sistance, The persons I mean are such as, either 
from the want of ambition or capacity, are prevent- 
ed from soaring high enough to oblige mankind 
with their own conceptions, and yet having a taste 
or inclination above handling a yard, or engrossing 
parchment, entertain and instruct the rest of their 

VOL. XXIX, c 
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species by retailing the thoughts uf others, andani* 
mating tneir own carcases with the everliving sen- 
timents of heroes, heroines, wits, and legislators. 
These gentlemen and ladies, whilst they are resi- 
dent in London, are called in plain English, actors ; 
but when they condescend to exhibit their illustrious 
personages in the country, the common people dis- 
tinguish them by the name of stage-players, 
the rural gentry by the uncivil appellation of strol- 
lers, and a more unmannerly apt of parliament by 
the names of vagrakts and vagabonds. Such, 
sir, is the present ill-bred dialect of our common 
statute law. 

I must confess it has grieved me not a little, when 
I have beheld a theatrical veteran, who has served all 
the campaigns of Alexander, Julius Caesar, and Henry 
the fifth, cast off by cruel fate, or the caprice of a 
manager, and condemned (in the tragic words of a 
celebrated poet) 

- '■ to heg his hitler bread 

Through realms his valour sav'd : 

but judge, Mr. Fitz-Adam, what must have been'my 
anxiety, when I have heard that a truly Christian 
actor (which is no small miracle in our days) who 
has inoffensively tro'd the stage many years without 
ever molesting our passions, or breaking the com- 
mandment by representing the likeness ^ any thing 
upon the earthy should be discarded merely upon 
the account of this his quiet deportment, and ient 
to eat the unmuse-like bread of industry, behind 
the entrenchment of a counter ! Shall a man, born 
with a soul aspiring to imitate the rapine of a Baja- 
zet, or a woman with a heart burning to emulate the 
whoredoms of a Cleopatra, be sent, the one to weigh 
out sugar and spices to dirty mechanics, and the 
other to be cruelly fettered in the bonds of matri- 
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many, among a phlegmatic race of creatures, where 
chastity is reckoned a virtue ? Indeed, sir, when 
3'ou come seriously to think of these things, I dare 
say you will lament with me, that in all this hos- 
pital-erecting town there is no charitable asylum 
3^et founded for these unfortunate representatives 
of the greatest personages that ever trod the stage 
of earth. 

We arc told by Hamlet, that it is not impossible 
to trace Alexander’s carcase, after his world-con- 
quering spirit had left it, to the stopping of a bung- 
Iiole : but methinks it would not be decent for so 
civilized a nation as our own, to suiter any livin/r 
hero to be so roducecl by fortune, as to stop that 
place which the dead Macedonian monarch was 
supposed to perform the office of clay to. In plain 
English, would it not be shocking to see a fine per- 
riwig-patljd emperor, whom wc have beheld ascend 
the Capitol as Julius Caesar, degraded to fill sawdl- 
beer barrels at Hockley-in-tlie-Hole ? 

To what base uses may we turn ? 

But that such heart-breaking anticipations may not 
weigh upon the spirits of these theatrical geniuses,^ 
while tliey are bringing the statel^r personages of 
antiquity before our eyes ; and that our Pyrrhuscs, 
Tamerlanes, and Marc Antonies, even though itine- 
rant, may not sneak into the sheepish look of tay- 
lors, by foreboding that the cruel lot of fate may 
ere long destine those legs, which are now adorned 
with the regal buskin, to cross one another again 
upon an obscure shop-board in a garret ; I say, that 
we may drive misery from the minds of these wor- 
thies, when she puts on such horrid shapes 1 would 
propose to the nobility and gentry of this metropo- 
lis a subscription for raising an liospitai for decayed 
actors and actresses, that our performers may con- 
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stantly be cherished with the assurance that meagre 
want shall never grin at their royal heels, and that 
whenever age, accident, or the caprice of the town 
deprives those of their heroic callings, who fortu- 
nately have escaped violent deaths (for these re- 
presentatives of heroes arc sometimes known to 
imitate their originals, and as the poet sings, 

" nature bids them diCf 

Jb'ate takes them early to the pitying sky) 

they will be supported whilst alive ; and, token the 
sisters three shall slit the fatal thready they may be 
enabled to make an exit as, they have lived, in 
mimetic grandeur, and have the insignia of their 
honours carried before them to the graves lightless 
mansion. 

If 1 find the generality of your readerd are in- 
clined to encourage this useful charity, I will take 
, the liberty to ofter to them a plan for the building 
such an hospital, a scheme for the raising a fund for 
its support, to point out what qualifications are ne- 
cessary to entitle a candidate to a place in it, and, 
last of all, to recapitulate the many advantages that 
must necessarily d)e derived to society from so laud- 
able an undertaking. 

But that nq||vcIl-disposed persons may be in- 
fluenced by uncharitable insinuation that I 
have some selfish views In the erecting this hospital, 
I think it absolutely necessary to declare, that I am 
neither an unemployed physician, an unpractised 
surgeon, nor a drugless apothecary ; nor do I any 
other way expect either emolument or pleasure from 
the institution, than in that sweetest of sensations 
which the heart feels in having contributed to the 
relief of others, which always rises in proportion 
%o the object. What then, and how great must be 
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mine, to have contributed to the comfort of so il- 
lustrious a race of worthies 1 

X am, with very sincere esteem, 

Sir, 

Your most humble'Jdithful servant^ 

A. Z. 


160. THURSDAY, JAN. 1756. 


To Mr. Fitz-Adam ; 

I THINK, sir, more than three years are past, since 
you began to bestow your labours on the reforma- 
tion of the follies of the age. You have more than 
once hinted at the great success that has attended 
your endeavours ; but surely, Mr. Fitz- Adam, you 
deceive yourself. Which of your papers have ef- 
fectuated any real amendment ? Have fewer fools 
gone to, or returned from France, since you com- 
menced author ? or have fewer French follies been 
purchased or propagated by those who never were 
in France ? Do not women, dressed French, still 
issue from houses dressed Chinese, to theatres 
dressed Italian, in spite of your grave admonitions ? 
Do the young men wear less claret, or the beauties 
less roiijre in obedience to your lectures ? Do men 
of fashion, who used to fling for a thousand pounds 
a throw, now cast only for five hundred ? or if they 
should, do you impute it to Your credit with Them, 
or to Their want of credit ? I do not mean, sir, to 
depreciate the merit of your lucubrations ; in j)oint 
of effect, I believe they have operated as great re- 
formation as the discourses of tlie divine Socrates, 
or the sermons of the affecting Tillotsun. I really 
c3 
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believe you would have corrected that young Athe- 
nian marquis, Alcibiades, as soon as his philosophic 
preceptor. What I would urge is, that all the 
preachers in* the world, whether jocose, satyric, se- 
vere, or damnatory, will never be able to bring 
about a reformation of manners by the mere charms 
of their eloquence or exhortation. You cannot 
imagine, Mr. Fitz-Adam, how much edge it would 
give to your wTt to be backed by a little temporal 
authority. We may in vain regret the simplicity pf 
manners of our ancestors, while there are no sump- 
tuary laws to restrain luxury, no ecclesiastical cen* 
sures to castigate vice. I shall offer to your readers 
an instance or two, to elucidate the monstrous dis- 
proportion between our riches and extravagance, 
and the frugality of former times; and then pro- 
duce some of the wholesome censures and penal- 
ties, which the elders of the church were em- 
powered to impose on persons of the first rank, 
who contravened the established rules of sobriety 
and decorum. 

How would our progenitors have been astonished 
at reading the very first article in the late will of a 
grocer ! Imprimis, I give to my dear wife one hun* 
dred thousand pounds, A sum exceeding a benevo- 
lence, or two subsidies, some ages ago. Nor was 
this enormous legacy half the personal estate of the 
above-mentioned tradesman, on whom I am far 
from designing to reflect : he raised his fortune ho- 
nestly and industriously; but 1 hope some future 
antiquarian, struck with the prodigality of the times, 
wi y ^^pputc how much sugar and plumbs have 
weekly in one inconsiderable parish in 
or even in one or two streets in that pa- 
rish, T)efore a single shop-keeper could have raised 
four hundred thousand pounds by retailing those 
4nd such-like commodities. Now let us turn our 
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eyes back to the year 1385, and we shall find no 
less a person than the incomparable and virtuous 
lady Joan, princess dowager of Wales, by her last 
will and testament, bequeathing the following sim- 
ple moveables ; and we may well believe they were 
the most valuable of her possessions, as she divided 
them between her son the king, and hei^other chil- 
dren. To her son king Richard, she gave her new 
bed of red velvet, embroidered with ostrich feathers 
of silver, and heads of leopards of gold, with boughs 
and leaves proceeding from their mouths. Also to 
her son Thomas, earl of Kent, her bed of red camak, 
paled with red, and rays of gold ; and to John Hol- 
land, her other son, one bed of red camak. These 
particulars are faithfully copied from Dugdale, vol. 
2, p. 94*, an instance of simplicity and moderation 
in so great and illustrious a princess, which 1 fear 1 
should in vain recommend to my contemporaries, 
and vrhich is only likely to be imitatod, as all her 
other virtues are, by the true representative of her 
fortune and excellence. 

I come now, sir, to those proper checks upon li- 
centiousness, which, though calculated to serve the 
views of a popish clergy, were undoubtedly great 
restraints upon immorality and indecency, and we^ 
may lament that such sober institutions were abo- 
lished with the real abuses of popery. Our eccle- 
siastic superiors had power to lay such fines and 
mulcts upon wantonness, as might raise a revenue 
to the church and poor, and at the same time leave 
the lordly transgressors at liberty to enjoy their 
darling feihles, if they would but pay for them. 
Adultery, fornication, drunkenness, and the other 
amusements of people of fashion, it would have 
been in vain to subject to corporeal punishments. 
To ridicule those vices, and laugh them out of date 
by Tatlers, Spectators, and Worlds, was not the 
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talent of monks and confessors, who at best only knew 
how to wrap up very coarse terms in very bald Latin 
and jingling verses. The clergy steered a third 
course^ and assumed a province, which I could 
wishy Mr. Fitz-Adans, was a little connected with 
your censorial authority. If you had power to 
oblige you%fair readers and offenders to do penance 
in clean linen, for almost wearing no linen at all, I 
believe it would baan excellent supplement to your 
paper of May the 24?th, 1753. The wisest exercise 
that 1 meet recorded of this power of inHicting pe- 
nance, is mentioned by the same grave author, from 
whom 1 copied the will above-mentioned : it hap- 
pened in the year 1360, in the case of a very exalted 
personage, and shows how little the highest birth 
could exempt from the severe inspection of tho^e 
judges of manners. The lady Elizabeth, daughter 
of the marquis of Juliers, and widow of John Plan- 
tagenet carl of Kent, uncle of the princess Joan 
above-mentioned, having on the death of tlvc earl 
her husband retired to the monastery of Waverley, 
did (I suppose immediately) make avow of chastity, 
and was solemnly veiled a nun there by William de 
Edendon, bishop of Winchester. Somehow or other 
it happened, tliat about eight years afterwards, sister 
Elizabeth of Waverley became enamoured of a good- 
ly khigh*t, called sir Eustace Dawbridgecourt, smit- 
ten (as tradij^ion says she aflarmed) by his extreme 
resemblance to her late lord ; though, as other cre- 
dible writers affirm, he was considerably younger : 
md notwithstanding her vows of continence, which 
could not bind her conscience, and, in spite of her 
condnement, which was not strong enough to detain 
a lady of lier great qualit}^, slie was clandestinely 
married to lier paramour in a certain chapel of the 
mansion-house of Robert de Brome, a canon of the 
collegiate church of WyngluuWf without any licence 
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from the archbishop of Canterbury, by one Sir 
John Ireland, a priest, before the sun*rising, upon 
Michaelmas day, in the 34<th of Edward the third. 

. Notwithstanding the great scandal such an inde<* 
corum must have given, it is evident from the sub- 
servience of two priests to her desires, that her 
rank of princess of the blood set her above ail ap- 
prehension of punishment for the breach of her mo- 
nastic vows ; yet it is evident from the sequel of the 
story, that her dignity could not exempt her from 
such proper censures and penalties, as might deter 
others from' commission of the like oftences ; as 
might daily and frequently expose the lady herself 
to blushes for her miscarriage ; and as might draw 
comfort to the poor, from taxing the inordinate 
gratification of the appetites of their superiors : a 
sort of comfort, which, to do them justice, the poor 
are apt to take as kindly, as the relief of their own 
wants. 

My author says, vol- % page 95, that the lady dow- 
ager and her young husband being personally con- 
vened before the archbishop of Canterbury for the 
said transgression, at his manor-house of Haghfeld, 
upon the seventh ides of April, the Archbishop for 
their penance enjoined them to find a priest to ce- 
lebrate divine service daily for them, the said sir 
Eustace and Elizabeth, and for him, the archbishop ; 
besides a large quantity of penitential psalms, pa- 
ter-nosters, and aves, which were to be daily re- 
peated by the priests and the transgressors. His 
grace moreover ordered the lady Elizabeth (whom 
for some reasons best known to himself, I suppose 
he regarded as the seducer) to go once a year on 
foot in pilgrimage to the tomb of that glorious 
martyr, St. Thomas of Canterbury ; and once every 
week during her lire to fasten bread and drink, and 
a mess of pottage, wearing no smock, especially in 
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the absence of her husband; a penance that must 
appear whimsical to us, and not a little partial to 
sir ^ustace, whom the archbishop seems in more 
respects than one to have considered rather as dis- 
obedient to the canons, than guilty of much volup- 
tuousness by his wedlock. But the most remark- 
able articles of the penance were the two following. 
The archbishop appointed the said sir Eustace and 
the lady Elizabeth, that the next day after any re- 
petition of their transgression had passed between 
them, they should competently relieve six poor 
people, and both of them that day to abstain from 
some dish of flesh or fish, whereof they did most 
desire to eat. 

Such was the simplicity of our ancestors. 
Such were the wholesome severities to which the 
greatest -dames and most licentious young lords 
were subject in those well-meaning times. But 
though I approve the morality of such corrections, 
and perhaps think that a degree of such power 
might be safely lodged in the hands of our great 
and good prelates ; yet 1 am not so bigotted to an- 
tiquity as to approve cither the articles of the pe- 
nance, or to think that they could be reconciled to 
the difference of modern times and customs. Pa- 
ter-nosters and aves might be supplied by prayers 
and litanies of a more protestant complexion. In- 
stead of a pilgrimage on foot to Canterbury, if an 
inordinate matron were compelled to walk to Rane- 
lagb, I believe the penance might be severe enough 
for the delicacy of modern constitutions. For tlie 
article of leaving off a shift, considering that the 
upper half is already laid aside, perhaps to oblige 
a lady-offender to wear a whole shift, might be 
thought a sufficient punishment ; for wise legislators 
will allow a latitude of interpretation to tlieir laws, 
to be varied according to the fluctuating condition 
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of times ox)A seasons. Wliat most offends me, and 
which is by no means proper for modern imitation, 
is, the mtide that prescribes charity to the poor, 
and restriction from eating of a favourite dish, af* 
ter the performance of certain mysteries. If the 
right reverend father was determined to make the 
lady Elizabeth ashamed of her incontinence, in 
truth he lighted upon a very adequate expedient, 
though not a very wise one ; for as devotion and 
charity are observed to increase with increase of 
years, the bishop’s injunction tended to nothing but 
to lessen the benefactions of the offenders as they 
grew older, by the conditions to which he limited 
their largess. 

One can scarce reflect without a stiHle on the 
troops of beggars waiting every morning at sir Eu- 
stace’s gate, till he and his lady arose, to know 
whether their wants were to be relieved. One must 
not word, but one cannot help imagining the style 
of a modern footman, when ordered at breakfast by 
his master and lady to go and send away the beg- 
gars, for they were to have nothing that morning. 
One might even suppose the good lady pouting a 
little, as she gave him the message. But were such 
a penance really enjoined now, what a fund of hu- 
mour and wit would it open to people of fashion, 
invited to dine with two illustrious penitents under 
this circumstance I As wit is never indeli- 
x;ate ; as the subject is inexhaustible ; and as the 
ideas on such an occasion must be a little corporeal, 
what 6on mots^ wrapped up indeed, but still intel- 
ligible enough, would attend the arrival of every 
new French dish, which sir Eustace or nay lady 
would be concluded to like, and would decline to 
taste l-«^6ut I fear I have transgressed the bounds 
of a letter. You, Mr. Fitz-Adam, who sway the 
censorial rod witl#the greatest 'lenity, and who 
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would blush to put your fair penitents to the blush, 
might be safely trusted with the powers I recom- 
mend. Human weaknesses, and human follies, are 
very different ; continue to attack the latter ; con- 
tinue to pity the former. An ancient lady might 
resist wearing pink ; a matron who cannot resist the 
powers of sir Eustace Dawbridgcourt, is not a to- 
pic for satire, but compassion ; as you, who are the 
best-natured writer of the age, will 1 am sure agree 
to think with, sir, 

Your comtant reader and humble serxmntf 
Thomas Heaiine,^Vw. 


161. THURSDAY, JAN. 29, 1756. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sib; 

By a very tender letter, in one of your papers, 
from an officer’s wife, we have sceti the distresses of 
a father and mother, and the misconduct of a 
daughter, whose meekness and gentleness of temper 
have drawn upon herself and family the utmost mi- 
sery and distress. Give me leave to Jay before you 
a character of another kind, the too great gentleness 
‘and weakness of a son. 

In the forty-second year of my age, I was left a 
widower, with an only son of seven years old, who 
was so exact a likeness of his mother, both in 
person and disposition, that from that drcumstance 
alone I could never prevail upon myself to marry 
again. The image of the excellent woman I had 
lost was perpetually before my eyes, and recalled 
to my memory the many endearing scenes of love 
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and affection that had passed between us. I heard 
her voice, I saw her mien, and I beheld her smiles 
in my son. 1 resolved therefore to cultivate this 
tender plant with more than common care ; and I 
endeavoured to take such proper advantages of his 
puerile age and hopeful temper, as might engage 
him to me, not more from moral duty, than from * 
real inclination and attachment. My point was, to 
make him my friend: and I so far succeeded in 
that point, that till he was seventeen years old, he 
constantly chose my company preferable to any 
otlier. 

I should have told you that I placed him early 
at a great school : and to avoid the mischiefs that 
sometin^es arise from boardings at a distance from 
parents, I took a house near the school, and kept 
him under my own eye, inviting constantly such of 
his school-fellows to amuse him, as were pointed 
out to me by the master, or were chosen by my own 
discernment, in consequence of my son's recom- 
mendation. All things went on in the most pro- 
mising train ; but still I saw in him a certain easi- 
ness of temper, and an excesi^ of what is falsely 
called good-nature^ but is real •voeahness^ which I 
feared must prove of dreadful consequence to him, 
whenever he should tread the stage of the great 
world. However, it now grew time to advance 
him to the university : and he vrent thither, I can 
with truth say it, as free from vice, and as full of 
virtue, as the fondest parent could desire. What 
added farther to my hopes was, his strength of body, 
and the natural abhorrence which he had to wine, 
even almost to a degree of loathing. 

When he was settled at college, I insisted upon 
his writing to me once a week ; and I constantly 
answered his letters in the style and manner which 
I thought most conducible to the improvement of 

VOL, xxrx. I) 
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his knowledge^ and the extension and freedom of 
his thoughts. During some time our mutual cor- 
respondence was kept up with great punctuality 
ai^ chearfulness ; but in less than two months it 
drooped and grew languid on his side ; and the let- 
ters I received from him contained seldom more 
than three lines, telling me, < that he was much en- 
gaged in his studies, and that the departing post- 
boy hindered him from adding more than that he 
was my dutiful son.’ 

Not to trouble you with too many particulars, in 
six months after he had been at the university I 
made him a visit; but 1 cannot find words to ex- 
press the astonishment I felt, in discovering my 
gentle, easy, sweet-natured son, not only turned 
into a Buck, but a Politician. Never was any 
young man less fitted for either of those characters ; 
never any young man entered deeper into both. 
He was a Buck without spirit or ill-nature, and a 
Politician without the least knowledge of our 
laws, history, or constitution. His only pretence 
to Buckism was, his aifected love of wine ; his only 
skill in Politics was the art of jumbling a parcel 
of words together, and applying them, as he ima- 
gined, very properly to the times. By this means 
he became distinguished among his associates as 
the jolliest, honestest toast-master in the university. 
But, alas ! this was a part assumed by my son, from 
a desire of pleasing, mixed with a dread, of offend- 
ing the persons into whose clubs and bumper-cere- 
monies he had unhappily enlisted himself. Poor 
miserable youth! he was acting in opposition to 
his own nature, of which had be followed the dic- 
tates he would neither have meddled with party, 
politics, nor wine ; but would have fulfilled, or at 
least have aimed at, that beautiful character of 
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Pamphilus in Terence, so well delineated in the 
Bevil of sir Richard Steele’s Conscious Lovers. 

To preserve his health, I withdrew him from the 
university as expeditiously and with as little noise 
as I could, and brought him home, perfectly re- 
stored, as 1 vainly imagined, to himself. But 1 was 
mistaken. The fast person who was with him, al- 
ways commanded him. The companions of his 
midnight hours obliterated his duty to his father, 
and, notwithstanding his good sense, made him, 
like the beast in the fable, fancy himself a lion, be- 
cause he had put on the lion’s skin. With the same 
disposition, had he been a wdman, he must have 
been a prostitute ; not 65 much from evil desires, 
as from the impossibility of denying a request. He 
worshipped vice, as the Indians do the devil, not 
from inclination, but timidity. He bought intem- 
perance at the price of his life ; his health paid the 
interest-money during many months of a miserable 
decay; at length his death, little more than two 
years ago, discharged the debt entirely, and left me 
with the sad consolation of having performed my 
duty to him, from the time 1 lost his mother till the 
time he expired in my arms. 

I have borne my loss like a man; but I have of- 
ten lamented the untowardness of my fate, which 
snatched from me an only child, whose disposition 
was most amiable, but whose virtues had not suf- 
ficient strength to support themselves. He was too 
modest to be resolute ; too sincere to be wary ; too 
gentle to oppose ; too humble to keep up his dignity. 
This perhaps was the singular part of his character ; 
but he had other faults in common with his contem- 
poraries ; he mistook prejudices] for principles ; he 
thought the retraction of an error a deviation from 
honour; his aversions arose rather from names 
than persons ; he called obstinacy steadiness ; and 
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he imaginedl that no friendship ought ever to be 
broken, which had been begun, like the orgies of 
Bacchus, amidst the frantic revels of wine. 

Thus, sir, I have set before you, I hope without 
any acrimony, the source and progress of my irre- 
parable misfortune. It will be your part to warn 
the rising generation, in what manner to avoid the 
terrible rocks of mistaken honour and too pliant 
good-nature. 

In the last century, the false notions of honour, 
destroyed our youth by fashionable duels ; and they 
were induced to murder each other by visionary 
crowns of applause. The, false notions of honour 
in the present age, destroy our youth by the force 
of bumpers, and the mad consequences arising from 
every kind of liquor that can intoxicate and over- 
turn sense, reason, and reflection. Why are not 
healths to be eaten as well as drank ? Why may 
not the spells and magic arising from mouthfuls of 
beef and mutton, be as efficacious towards the ac- 
complishment of our wishes as gallons of port, or 
overflowing bowls of punch? Certainly they might. 
1 hope therefore that by your public admonition, 
the young men of our days, who eat much less than 
they drink, may drink much less than they eat : 
and I must farther add that as it may be dangerous 
to abolish customs so long established, I humbly 
advise that you permit them to eat as manif healths 
they please. , 

1 am, Sir, 

Your constant reader 

jand most humble servant, 

L.M. 
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N“ 16^. THURSDAY, FEB. 5, 1756. 


It has been my weekly endeavour, for some years, 
to entertain and instruct the public to the best of 
my abilities. That 1 am thought entertaining is 
beyond dispute ; for as no one peruses a perrodical 
paper for conscience sake, or by way of penance, 
it IS evident, that, since ! am read, I please. 

How far I may have attained the other purpose of 
my papers, that of instructing, is another question, 
and which cannot easily be resolved. The pen of a 
writer, like the hand of time, works imperceptibly ; 
and perhaps the reformation, which may be occa- 
sioned by these my labours, will not be completed 
in less than a century. Thus much, however, I 
may venture to affirm, that I have done no harm. 
All ray contemporaries may not, perhaps, be able to 
say as much for their writings, reople of fashion 
have not more abounded in thoughtlessness and 
prodigality since the publication of the World. 
Legal debts aropio worse paid than they were for- 
merly; nor have the weekly bills of adultery con- 
siderably increased. Though 1 may not have been 
able to hew off the marlf/e, and bring out the man, 
1 have spoilt the block ; and some happier artist 
may yet exercise his chizel upon it. 

It has always been my particular endeavour to 
avoid blame; for to please every body is a vain 
attempt : and yet to meet with censure where ap- 
plause was due, is affecting to a generous spirit ; such 
lias been my lot. Many of my readers will hardly 
believe me when 1 tell them, that I have been cen- 
sured for not writing in a serious manner. The ac- 
cusation is indeed severe; for it implies that lhave 
mistaken the genius of the pcpple. Scricusiiess is 
D 3 
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not, I think, the present disposition of Britons, 
however they Inay have been celebrated for that 
quality in former times. Why then should I be se- 
rious, who write for the youthful, the well dressed, 
and Jfbr every body one knoVDsf The very word se* 
riousness is expelled from polite life ; it is never men- 
tioned at all, but in eom& account of the author^ or 
in funeral panegyrics; and even then it is only 
applied to writers of good books, or to ancient 
maiden gentlewomen. What then has poor Adam 
Fitz- Adam done, that he should be obliged to turn 
parson, and write seriously*^ 

But there are certain seasons and occasions, that 
call upon me for real seriousness; occasions where 
humour and ridicule would be ill-applied, and justly 
censurable. Such is the present; when on the mor- 
row of this day a general humiliation is appointed, 
to deprecate the Divine displeasure, and to im- 
plore deliverance from those dreadful devastations 
which have so lately alarmed or destroyed a neigh- 
bouring people, and laid their metropolis in ruins. 
For an occasion so solemn, I have reserved a letter 
which I received some time since^from a very va- 
luable correspondent, and which I shall here lay 
before my readers, as the properest preparation that 
1 am able to present them with. 


To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 


Sir ; 

I<j^all make no apology for addressing the pub- 
lic, by the channel of your paper, on an occurrence 
that has so lately and justly alarmed us ; I mean the 
desolation of Lisbon and the adjacent country. The 
terror we express, on the bare hearing of that dis- 
tant calamity; strongly implieis the relation we bear 
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as men lo the unhapyy sufferers; and the pity and 
support we give them, show how ifcdily we supi- 
pose the case might have been our own. Nor are 
we indeed wholly exempted from a share in the 
event : we are not destroyed, but we are admonish- 
ed. In this sense the shock was general ; and though 
the blow was partial, the warning is universal. 

Among the many hints of improvements suggest- 
ed by so awful a devastation, the necessity of a 
general reformation seems a very obvious one. A 
small acquaintance with mankind will show us how 
vice and immorality prevail, under the specious 
names of custom and politeness; while virtue, if not 
ridiculed, is too often and generally neglected. Ir- 
religion and profaneness furnish constant matter of 
reproof for the pulpit : and th&enormities that at- 
tend them, employment for th^iand of justice. If 
then the Divine displeasure is to be dreaded for the 
impieties of apation, how small is our security! 

We join in our concern for a people or city, 
ruined by so fatal and sudden a stroke as an earth- 
quake, and image to ourselves the horrors of the 
scene ; but how faintly ! for who can fully describe 
a distress which guilt can only aggravate, and the 
testimony of a good conscience only alleviate ? 

The instability of all earthly good, is a truth so 
well known, both from precept and experience, that 
it may be thought/^nnecessary to consider it here, 
as another les^sil contained in so melancholy a pro- 
vidence : knit to me there appears something more 
striking in the ruins of an earthquake, than the usual 
vicissitudes of life subject us to. In the ordinary 
changes of life, the loss of wealth, honour, and friends, 
is often gradual and expected; and our resignation, 
in proportion, less painful: we are (if I may be al- 
lowed the expression) weaned from enjoyments we 
know are so precarious ; but to be robbed at once 
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of all wc have, and all we lofe, and perhaps survive 
the sad spectators of our own ruin, is to be attacked 
when we arc least on our guard, and to feel the 
evils of a whole life in a moment. If we look round 
us, we shall see what unwearied application and 
prudent circumspection arc necessary to obviate the 
misfortunes we daily encounter ; but what applica- 
tion can befriend, what circumspection warn, when 
rocks fail us, and seas overwhelm us. 

Another lesson we may learn from this calamity, 
is humility. What weak pretensions to pre-emi- 
nence arc riches, honour, and applause, when a mo- 
ment can efface them? Death, in his usual progress, 
shows us their insufficiency; but by slower ap'- 
proaches. The trophy out-lives the hero, and the 
monument the patnot ; wealth and titles descend 
to future generatioTO ; and though the prince and 
the peasant meet the same fate, the eulogy of the 
one survives, and distinguishes him from the other : 
but here all characters are blended, distinctions lost 
the rich levelled, and the ambitious humbled. Sue! 
a general confusion may well alarm us, and make 
us look with indifference on the objects of our pre- 
sent envy; for what is treasure but a security 
against want ? and what is important, that is not 
permanent ? 

But not to dwell any longer on particulars, whici 
every one's reflexions will naturally enlarge on, w( 
have here a faint picture of that awful day, * whei 
the elements shall melt with fervent heat, and tin 
heavens shall pass away with a great noise.* Tin 
reader will, I doubt not, be pleased with a descrip 
tion of this scene, as given us by a celebrated geniu 
of the present age : 


-At the dcslin^d Jumr^ 

By the loud trui(fpctiummon*d to the i hurgCj 
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See all the formidable sons of fire, 

Eruptions, earthquakes, comets, lightnings plap 
Their various engines ; all at once disgorge 
Their blazing magazines ; and take bp storm 
This poor terrestrial citadel of man. 

J\mazing Period I when each mountain height 
Out-burns Vesuvius ! rocks eternal pour 
Their melted mass, as rivers once they poured ; 

Stars rush, and final ruin fiercely drives 
Her plough- share o'er creation / 

Tlie recital of such sudden and universal desola- 
tion fills us with terror, and we shudder at the pro- 
spect of a catastrophe, in which each of us shall be 
so immediately concerned. But our interest in it 
will appear in a stronger light, if we consider this 
change of things, as the prelude of an unchangeable 
and eternal state of happiness or misery. Our best 
efforts here are mixed with many imperfections, 
and our best enjoyments liable to frequent disap- 
pointments ; but when life's drama is completed, the 
applause or censure of an unerring judge shall de- 
termine how far we have acted the different cha- 
racters allotted us with propriety : the dissolution 
of earthly felicity shall be succeeded by the more 
substantial joys of heaven ; and even those joys shall 
be heightened by their duration. 

C* B. 


N“ 163. THI?RSDAY, FEB. 12, 1756. 


There was an ancient sect of philosophers, the 
disciples of Pythagoras, who held, that the souls of 
men and all other animals existed in a state of pei^ 
petual transmigration, and that when by death they 
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were dislodged from one corporeal habitation, they 
were immediately rctinstated in another, happier or 
► more miserable, according to their behaviour in the 
former : so that wlien any person made his exit 
from the stage of this world, ho was supposed only 
to retire behind the scenes to be new dressed, and 
to have a new part assigned him, more or less agree- 
able, in proportion to the merit of his performance 
in the last. 

This doctrine of transmigration, I must own, was 
always a very favourite tenet of mine, and always 
appeared to me one of the most rational guesses of 
the human mind into a future state. 1 shall here 
therefore endeavour to show the great probability 
of its truth from the following considerations. 
First, from its justice ; secondly, from its utility ; and 
lastly, from the difficulties we lie under to account 
for the sufteriiigs of many innocent creatures with- 
out it. 

First then, the justice of this system exceeds that 
of all others ; because, by it, the great law of reta- 
liation may be more strictly adhered to ; for, by 
means of this metamorphosis, men may suffer in 
one life the very same injuries which they have in- 
flicted in another ; and that too in the very' same 
persons, by a change only in situation. Thus, for 
instance, the cruel tyrant who in one life has sported 
with the miseries of his slaves, may in the next feel 
all the miseries of slavery under a master as unmerci- 
ful as himself. The relentless arid unjust judge may 
be imprisoned, condemned, and hanged in his turn. 
Divines may be compelled by fire and faggot to be- 
lieve the creeds and articles they have composed 
foj^e edification of others ; and soldiers may be 
plWdcred and ravished in the persons of defence- 
less peasants and innocent virgins. The lawyer re- 
viving in the qjiaracter of a client, may be tor- 
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mented with delay, expense, uncertainty, and dis- 
appointment ; and the physician, who in one life 
has taken exorbitant fees, may be obliged to take 
physic in another. All those who under the ho- 
nourable denomination of sportsmen, have enter- 
tained themselves with the miseries «nd destruction 
of innocent animals, may be terrified and murdered 
in the shape of hares, partridges, and woodcocks ; 
and all those who under the more illustrious title 
of heroes, have delighted in the devastation of their 
own species, may be massacred by each other in the 
forms of invincible game-cocks, and pertinacious 
bull-dogs. As for statesmen, ministers and all 
great men devoted to great business, they, however 
guilty, cannot be more properly, nor more severely 
punished, than by being obliged to reassume their 
former characters, and to live the very same lives 
over again. 

In the next place, the utility of this system is 
equal to its justice, and happily coincides with it : 
for by means of this transmigration, all the neces- 
sary inconveniences and all the burthensome offices 
of life being imposed on those only, who by their 
misbehaviour in a former state have deserved them, 
become at once just punishments to Them, and at 
the same time benefits to society ; and so ail those 
who have injured the public in one life by their 
vices, are obliged in another to make reparation by 
their sufferings. Thus the tyrant, who by his power 
has oppressed his country in the situation of a 
prince, in that of a slave may be compelled to do it 
some service by his labour. The highwayman who 
has stopped and plundered travellers, may ex[>cditc 
and assist them in the shape of a post-horse. The 
metaphorical buck, who has terrified sober citizens 
by his exploits, converted into a real one, may make 
them some compensation by his haunches^ and 
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mighty conquerors, who have laid waste the world 
by their swords, may be obliged, by a small altera- 
tion in sex and situation, to contribute to its re- 
peopling, by the qualms of breeding, and the pains 
of childbirth. 

For my own 4 )art, I verily believe this to be the 
case. 1 make no doubt but that Lewis the four- 
teenth is now chained to an oar in the galleys of 
France, and that Hernando Cortez is digging gold 
in the mixies of Peru or Mexico. That Turpin, the 
highwayman, is several times a day spurred back- 
wards and forwards between London and Epping : 
and that lord*** and sir Harry *** are now ac- 
tually roasting for a city feast. I question not but 
that Alexander the great, and Julius Caesar, Ixave 
died many times in child-bed since their appearance 
in tliose illustrious and depopulating characters ; 
that Charles the twelfth is at this instant a curate's 
wife in some remote village with a numerous and 
increased family ; and that Kouli Khan is now 
whipped from parish to parish, in the person of a 
big bellied beggar-woman, with two children in her 
arms, and three at her back. 

Lastly, the probability of this system appears 
from the difficulty of accounting for the sufferings 
of many innocent creatures without it ; for if we 
look round us, we cannot but observe a great and 
wretched variety of this kind ; numberless animals 
subjected, by their own natures, to many miseries, 
and by our cruelties to many more : incapable of 
crimes., and consequently incapable of deser\1ng 
them ; called into being, as far as we can discover, 
only te be miserable for the service or diversion 
of others less meritorious than themselves ; with- 
out any possibility of preventing, deserving, or 
receiving recompence for their unhappy lot, if their 
whole existence is comprehended in the narrow and 
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wretched circle of their present life. But the theory 
here inculcated^ removes all these diihculties, and 
reconciles these seemingly unjust dispensations with 
the strictest justice : it informs us, that these their 
sufferings may be by ho means undeserved, but the 
just punishments of their former misbehaviour in a 
state, where, by means of their very vices, they 
may have escaped them. It teaches us that the 
pursued and persecuted fox was once probably 
some crafty and rapacious minister, who had pur^ 
chased by his ill-acquired wealth, that safety, which 
fie cannot now procure by his flight : that the bull, 
baited with all the cruelties that human ingenuity, 
or human malevolence can invent, was once some 
relentless tjrant, who had inflicted all the tortures ^ 
which he now endures : that the poor bird, blinded, 
imprisoned, and at last starved to death in a cage, may 
have been some unforgiving creditor : and the wi« 
dowed turtle, pining away life for the loss of her mate, 
some fashionable wife, rejoicing at the death of her 
husband, which her own ill usage had occasioned. 

Never can the delicious repast of roasted lobsters 
excite my appetite, whilst the ideas of the torturea 
in which those innocent creatures have expiredi^ 
present themselves to my imagination. But when 
I consider that they must have once probably been 
Spaniards at Mexico, or Dutchmen at Amboyna, I 
fall to, both with a good stomach and a good con- 
science, and please myself with the thoughts, that 
1 am thus offering up a sacriflcc acceptable to the 
manes of many millions of massacred Indians. Ne« 
ver can I repose myself with satisfaction in a 
post-chaise, whilst 1 look upon the starved, foun- 
dered, ulcerated, and excoriated animals, who draw 
it, as mere horses, condemned to such exquisite and 
unmerited torments for my convenience ; but when 
1 reffect, that they once must undoubtedly have 
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existed rn the characters of turnkeys of Newgate, or 
fathers of the holy inquisition, I gallop on with as 
much ease as expedition; and ani perfectly satis^ 
fied, that in pursuing my journey, I am but the exe- 
cutioner of the strictest justicb. 

I very well know that these sentiments will be 
treated as ludicrous by many of my readers, and 
looked upon only as the productions of an exube- 
rant imagination; but 1 know likewise that this is 
owing to ill-grounded pride, and false notions of 
the dignity of human nature : for they are in them- 
selves both just and serious, and carry with them 
the strongest probability of their truth : so strong 
is it, that I cannot but hope it will have some good 
eftect on the conduct of those polite people, who 
are too sagacious, learned, and courageous to be 
Icept in awe by the threats of hell and damnation : 
and I exhort every fine lady to consider how 
wretched wjll be her condition, if, after twenty or 
thirty years spent at cards, in elegant rooms, kept 
warm by good fires and soft carpets, she should at 
last be obliged to change places with one of her 
coach-horses ; and every fine gentleman to reflect 
liow much more wretched would be his, if after 
wasting his estate, his health, and his life in extra- 
vagance, indolence, and luxury, he should again 
revive in the situation of one of nis creditors. 


N** 164. THURSDAY, FEB. 19, 1756. 

I HAVE set apart this day’s paper for the miscel- 
laneous productions of various correspondents. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir; 

I am a citizen of no mean city; however, in 
respect to the naetropohs, we are deemed the coun- 
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try, and must therefore be prescribed to by Lon- 
don, from whence, as I am told, we receive aU our 
fashions. But surely, Mr. Fitz-Adam, some things 
which I have seen of late are too al}surd to have 
come from thence for our imitation, and can only have 
been unhappy necessities in some person of vogue, 
which others have mistaken for choice and fashion. 

A few days ago, I saw a young lady in our neigh- 
bourhood, who after some considerable absence from 
home, returned with her hair all off, -except as much 
as might grow in a fortnight after close shaving; 
and that too standing thin and staring. I asked my 
wife when I came home, if she knew^ where miss 
Giddycrown had been ; for that I was sadly afraid 
she had been confined in some mad-house ; for her 
head had been shaved and blistered, her hair was 
but just coming on to grow again, and she had, I 
observed, a particular shy and wild look. As this 
was the first instance of the kind ever seen here, 
my wife knew no more than myself what to make of 
it : she hoped indeed that it might possibly not be 
so bad ; that it might only be some external dis- 
order of her head : or, had miss been married, she 
should have thouglit that her hair might possibly* 
have fallen off in a lying-in. 

But alas, Sir ! this disorder of the head has proved 
contagious ; and being given out as the fashion, is 
prodigiously spread. Now if this be only a hum 
(as I suppose it is) upon our country apes, it being 
blown in the World will put an end to it : but if 
it be a real fashion, pray be so good as to, set the 
World against it. I am sure I should be rejoiced 
to find any remedy in the World for this falling off 
of the hair; for indeed it is a very unseemly and 
frightful disorder. 

I am, SiR; 


YoxirSf 


t. L. 
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Mr. Fit^-Adam ; 

I am infested by a swarm of country cousins^ 
that are come up to town for the winter, as they 
call it, a w^hole family of them. They ferret me out 
from every place 1 go to, and it is impossible to 
stand the ridicule of being seen in their company. 

At their first coming to town, 1 was in a manner 
obliged to gallant them to the play ; where having 
seated the mother with much ado, I offered my 
hand to the eldest of my five young cousins ; but as 
she was not dextrous enough to manage a great hoop 
with one hand only, she refused my offer, and at the 
first step fell all along. It was with great difficulty I 
got her up again ; but, imagine, sir, my situation : 1 
sat like a mope all the night, not daring to look up, 
for fear of catching the eyes of my acquaintance, 
who would have laughed me out of countenance. 

You may imagine, Mr. Fitz-Adam, that 1 con- 
trived all manner of means to get off from any fu- 
ture engagements with my cousins ; but it has un- 
fortunately so happened, that we have met almost 
every where. No longer ago than last night, as I 
was going into a rout, and moving towards the lady 
of the house, to pay my devoirs to her, what should 
I hear but one of the hoydens, who had not seen 
me for two or three days, bawling out, * O law ! 
there’s my cousin !’ I advised the mother to take 
the young lady immediately back into the country ; 
for that 1 feared the same violence of joy which dis- 
covered itself in her voice and looks at only seeing 
me as a relation, might carry her greater lengths 
where the affection was stronger. 

My acquaintance see how I am mortified at all 
public places, and it is a standing jest with them, 
wherever they meet me, to put on the appearance 
of the profoundest respect, and to ask, ^ Fray, sir, 
how do your cousins do ?* 

This leads me, Mr. Fitz-Adam, to propose some- 



NO 1(S4.. 


WORLD. 


41 


thing for the relief of all those whose country cou- 
sins, like mine, expect they should introduce them 
into the world ; by which means we shall avoid ap- 
pearing in a very ridiculous light : for whoever sees 
the dancing bears, must include the man who shows 
them in the subject for laughter. I would there- 
fore set up a person, who should be known by the 
name of Town-Usher. His business should be to 
attend closely all young ladies who never were in 
town before, to teach them to walk into the play- 
house without falling over the benches, to show 
them the tombs, and the lions, and the wax-work, 
and the giant, and instruct them how to wonder, 
and shut their mouths at the same time : for I really 
meet with so many gapers every day in the streets, 
that I am continually yawning all the way I walk. 

I shall only detain you to make one reflection 
upon these journies to London. It appears ver^ 
odd to me that people should choose to leave their 
home for two or three months, to make themselves 
unhappy in it the rest of their lives. My good 
cousin, the mother, thinks she has acted right in 
showing her children the world: and fully con- 
vinced that they have a thorough knowledge of it, 
carries them back into the country, where they 
despise those with whom they formerly lived in 
intimacy and friendship, because they have ndt seen 
London. Miss walks with less pleasure about the 
fields since her fall in the play-house, and her sisters 
are pouting all day long, because the country can 
aflbrd them no such sights as they saw in town. 

1 am, Sir, 

Your great admirer^ 

A. W. 


Sir; 

I have the honour to be a member of a certain 
club in this city, where it is a standing order, < That 

E 3 



42 


WORLD. 


NO 164. 


the paper called the World be constantly brought 
upon the table, with clean glasses, pipes, and tobacco, 
every Thursday after dinner.’ In consequence of 
this order, a letter, or rather a petition, from one 
of your correspondents, was lately read, praying 
that you would establish it as a law, that healths 
should be eaten^ as well as dranh There appeared 
something so new and national in eating the prosper 
rity of our king and country^ that the whole club with 
a vivacity unknown in that place before, rose up to 
applaud it : and after many wise and learned debates 
upon the subject, agreed to the following orders and 
resolutions : 

Ordered, 

That in this club, the word Toast in drinking be 
changed to Mouthful in eating ; and that every 
member, after naming the Mouthful he proposes, 
do fill his mouth as full as possible, in honour of the 
person or cause so named. 

Ordered, 

That the chairman be always Mouthful-Mas- 
ter. 

Ordered, 

That the Mouthful-Master do demand the 
Mouthfuls regularly from the members over the 
right thumb, and do cause them to be eaten regu- 
larly over his left. 

Resolved, 

That all the members of the club be obliged upon 
every club day to eat a large slice of roast beef, as a 
bumper health to old England. 

Resolved, 

That the city of London, and the trade thereof, 
be eaten in turtle. 

Resolved, 

Always to eat prosperity to Ireland in boiled beef, 
and to North Britain in £icotch collops. 
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Resolved, 

To eat the administration in British herrings; 

Resolved, 

To eat success to our fleet in pork and pease. 

Resolved, 

As the greatest instance that this club can possibly 
show of their respect and devotion, that the healths 
of lady * * *, and the duchess of * * *, be eaten by 
every member in mouthfuls of minced chicken. 

Resolved, 

That Mr. Filz-Adam, or any of his friends, be 
permitted to eat the members of this club as often 
as they please, provided that they do not knowingly 
and wittingly suffer any Frenchman whatsoever, to 
eat the said members dead or alive. 

Thus, sir, you see that you are continually in our 
thoughts ; and therefore, as a member of a society 
fio warmly attached to you, you will believe me, 
when I assure you that I am 

Your most faithful 

humble servant^ * 

E. P, 


Nn65. THURSDAY, FEB 26, 1756. 

There are few things by which a man discovers 
the weakness of his judgment more, than by re- 
tailing scraps of common-place sentiment on that 
trite and thread-bare topic, the degeneracy of the 
times. We are told very seriously in almost every 
company, iba| the courage we received from our an- 
cestors is evaporated; that our trade is ruined; 
that religion is but a badge to distinguish parties ; 
and that the muses, kicked out of doors, have car- 
ried off with them truth, honour, justice, and all the 
moral virtues. 

But to our comfort, this reflection is not confined 
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to the present age; it extends itself equally to alL 
A touch on the times is a piece of satire, that al- 
most runs parallel with the foundation of every 
state. How many authors do we hear bewailing 
the degeneracy of their contemporaries, and prog- 
nosticating the farther corruption of their poste- 
rity! Our very stature is diminished. Even in 
Homer’s time, men were strangely decreased in 
their size since the Trojan war. Virgil says, that 
Turnus threw a stone at JEneas, which a dozen Ro- 
mans could not have lifted ; so that had men de- 
creased since the days of Virgil, in the same propor- 
tion, we should long before now have dwindled into 
a race of atoms. 

Livy, who flourished in the golden age of Au- 
gustus, tells us, that above three hundred years be- 
fore, a spirit of equity and moderation animated 
the whole body of the people, which was not to be 
found then in one individual. Cicero is for ever 
declaiming against the degeneracy of his own 
times ; and Juvenal says, that in his, vice was ar- 
rived to such a height, that posterity, however wil- 
ling, would not be able to add any thing to it. Tet 
consult the authors who have written since, and 
you will imagine that every former age was an age 
of virtue. 

From all these passages, and many others, it is 
evident that this complaint is by no means appli- 
cable to our times only. And really it is a great 
breach of good-manners, thit modern fine gentle- 
men cannot put a little rouge on their faces, but the 
saucy quill of some impertinent author immediately 
rubs it off : but neither is it their own invention, nor 
imported from France ; for Juvenal informs us, that 
the Roman beaux did the same. 

There is but one reason that I know of, why a 
man may declaim with impunity against the dege- 
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neracy of the times ; it ls» because the reflection is 
only general, and that he Is as much the object of 
his own satire, as any other man. But let a fo« 
reigner, in a company of Englishmen, presume to 
say, that they have degenerated from their fore- 
fathers, and not a Briton amongst them but will re- 
sent the indignity ; or let the reflection become 
more particular still, and one man lay an act of 
degeneracy to the charge of another, and the conse- 
quence is too obvious. 

To lament the loss of religion, and abuse its pro- 
fessors ; to censure the constitution of a state, and 
its constituents, are quite different things. And 
though a man may prefer the army, with which 
Henry the fifth beat the French at Agincourt, to our 
present soldiery, yet examine them one by one, 
and there is scarce a serjeant in the service that 
does not think himself equal to the most valiant 
commander, from Alexander the great, king of Ma- 
cedonia, down to brave old Hendrick, Sachem of 
the Mohawk Indians. So that if considered sepa- 
rately, we are more wise, more valiant, and more 
religious than our ancestors ; if collectively, we are 
a set of fools, cowards, and infidels. 

An ingenious correspondent of mine has carried 
his compliments on the present times farther than I 
have done. 1 shall conclude this paper with his 
letter and verses. 

Sir; 

A conquest over the afiections and passions has 
been the highest boast of the philosophers of every 
age; and in proportion as they have attained this 
victory, future writers have celebrated their charac- 
ters as the most exalted patterns of wisdom and 
prudence. But though a veneration for the rust of 
antiquityi or a fondness for every thing which hap- 
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bened before the memory of our grandfathers, may 
lead some to celebrate former ages, yet we may 
boast i|;among the felicities of the times in which 
we live, that the most important concerns of life 
are entered into only under the directions of reason 
and philosophy. To instance only in one parti- 
cular; marriage is the effect of mere prudence and 
forecast, without any mixture of that ridiculous 
passion, which has now no being but in play-books 
and romances. 

In former ages, love was' supposed to keep the 
door of Hymen’s temple; but now, as the know- 
ledge of the world may have been somewhat ex- 
pensive in acquiring, and as our modern philoso- 
phers have spent that fortune on their youth, which 
it had been ridiculous to have reserved for the 
debility of old age, just before the last spark of 
vigour is extinguished, some rich heiress is won, 
w'ho conduces both to the perpetuating a name, and 
to the providing a fortune for that posterity, which 
is to continue the family honours. Happy expe- 
dient ! by which the weight of numerous younger 
children, the almost constant burthen of former 
times, is most judiciously avoided. 

That I may present your readers with a striking 
contrast between the tollies of our ancestors, and 
the solid prudence of the present generation, 1 shall 
here subjoin a couple of short odes, which are 
written in the character of an old Englishman, and 
A modern one, on the day before their marriage. 

The Old Englishmav. 


1 . 

jPU tell you xjohy I hve my love; 
Because her thousand graces prove 
Her worth is very high ; 
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Ske^s very Jair^ and very good^ 

And not unvoilling to be vsoo^d 
By one so plain as L 

II. 

Wherever muse has Jlrd the strain^ 

On British or on Tuscan plain^ 

Delighted has she rov' d ; 

Has gloxjo^d mth all the generous rage 
'That animates the story dpage^ 

By British bosoms lov^a, 

III. 

0/t has she sought, with earful feet, 

, The hallowed hermit^ s calm retreat. 

And tracd with thought profound 
Bach precept the wise and good; 

That cv*ry wish has she subdud 
To wisdom* s narrow bound* 

IV. 

Has learned thejlatVring paths to shun. 

Where folly'* s fickle votaries run, 

Deceivd by fortune* s glare ; 

Has learn d that food, and clothes, and fire, 

Are only nature* s plain desire. 

Nor forms for more her prayr, 

V. 

Content with these, my Geraldine 
Haspromis*d to be ever mine. 

For well she knows my heart ; 

She knows it honest and sincere. 

And much too open to appear 
Beneath the veil of art* 

VI. 

She knows it pants for her alone. 

That not the splendor of a throne > 

From her my steps could lure ; 

To-morrow gives to these fond arms 
My Gebaldine in all her charms, 

And makes my bUss sacure* 
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The Modern Englishman, 


I. 

JVb, no ; hy all the pmvrs above^ 

My heart's as little touch'd by love 
As ever in my life* 

"Full vjell^ dear Hal, to thee is hno^m 
Whom fortune to my lot has thrown^ 

To be my weddea voife* 

lU 

But why I wed? should any ask. 

To ansvoer is an easy task^ 

Wantf want! my honest Harry : 
What can a man^ whose fortune's spenU 
Who's mortgag'd to his utmost rent. 

But drown^ or shoots or marry? 

HI. 

Of these the best is sure the bride; 

For when once plung'd beneath the tidc^ 
Adieu to all our figure. 

Full sudden is the pistol's fate ; 

When once 'tis touch'd alas ! too late 
We XKtish undrawn the trigger. 

IV. 

'Tis thus resolv'd tkeuy honest hoy^ 
To-morrow thou may'st wish mejoyy 
Joy will I buy by wiving: 

Soon to her mansion, far from tovm. 
Six rapid Bays shall whirl us down, 

As if the dev I were driving. 

V. 

There shall the brisk capacious bowl 
Drown ev'ry eare that haunts the soul. 
And rouse me to new life : 



166. 




49 


Andy HALy ^r all that she can sa^, 

SSne blooming vUlage queen of May 
Shall — wait upon my •us^e, 

VI. . 

When all the tedious farce is oety 
And spouse has croxm*d me with her dou^ty 
Should sudden ruin meet her^ 

Evn though her coachman broke her necky 
Unmoved Pd stand amidst the wecky 
Nor snjoear at heedless Peter. 


No. 166. THURSDAY, MARCH 4, 1756. 

FaUus honor jurat, 4 * mendax infamia terret, 

Quem, nisi mendacem, ^ mendosum f 

To Mr. Fitz.Adam. 

Sir ; 

Among all the prostitutions of language, so just- 
ly observed by many celebrated writers, I know of 
none more to be lamented, than those which rob 
virtue of her true title, and usurp her name and 
character. 

It may be observed, that in all countries and 
states, the farther they have gone from their origi- 
nal purity and simplicity, the greater have their ad- 
vances been in this respect. The Romans, whose 
poverty only kept them within the bounds of virtue, 
when they had quitted their humble station for 
scenes of ambition and glory, not only changed 
their manners but lost the sense of those words, 
which were in high estimation with their ancestors. 
Tlie words /ruga/, temperate, and modest, were no 
longer held in any degree of reverence, when riches, 
VOL. XXIX. s 
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and a licentious enjoyn^nt of them, were the only 
thing| jbai vogue. 

Wf^ve gone beyond them in this respect, and 
quite^ijversed the meaning of words. Knave and 
villain^ formerly the denominations of laudable in- 
dustry, are now the marks of the greatest reproach. 
Our manners have adulterated our words ; and for 
fear they, should reproach us with our conduct, we 
disfranchise and condemn them to infamy, that their 
testimony may be invalid, and their evidence of no 
credit. 

There are many instances in modern times, where 
a false and blind zeal has heightened the significa- 
tion of words of very little meaning, to an unac- 
countable degree pf veneration ; as on the contrary, 
a loose and libertine way of thinking has debased 
and sullied those of the highest dignity. 

I am not a little pleased with a saying of king 
Theodorick, who being advised by his courtiers to 
debase the coin, declared, ‘ That nothing which 
bore his image, should ever lie.’ Are we not all 
accessary to the propagation of falsehood, when we 
suffer any thing that carries the image and repre- 
sentation of our minds, to be guilty of an untruth, 
and when we enter into a combination to support 
words in a signification foreign to their meaning, 
and quite different from the ideas those sounds 
ought to form in our minds ? 

Custom is the tyrant of the language ; it can alter, 
adjust, and new model, but it cannot annihilate. 
It can settle new phrases, introduce a whole colony 
of fashionable nonsense from foreign parts, and 
render old words obsolete ; but it cannot erase idea 
from language. It can do more than an absolute 
prince ; because it can create new words ; a privi- 
lege which was not allowed to the Roman emperor 
Tiberius, who having coined a word in the senate, 
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his flatterers flesired it might he adopted into their 
language, as a compliment to the emperor; jHit dn 
old senator, not quite degenerated from tb^honest 
sincerity of his ancestors, made this m^orable 
reply, < You may give, sir, the freedom of the 
city to meUf but not to •words* 

There is no word of greater import and dignity 
than HONOUR. It is virtue adorned with every 
decoration, that can amke it amiable and useful in 
society. It is the true foundation of mutual faith 
and credit, and the real intercourse, by which the 
business of life is transacted with safety and plea- 
sure. It is of universal extent, and can be confined « 
to no particular station of life, because it is every 
man’s security, and every man’s interest. But to 
its great misfortune, its own virtues have undone it. 
Its excellent character has of late years recom- 
mended it so much to the patronage of the Grpat, 
that they have entirely appropriated it to their own 
use, and communicated to it a part of their own pri- 
vileges, that of being accessible only to a few. It 
now no longer retains its former good qualities ; its 
real dignity is lost, and it is become rather the orna- 
ment, than the foundation of a character: it is a 
kind of polish, that implies a finished character, 
and too pften conceals a very imperfect one. 

Thus has honour got an imaginary title, in- 
stead of a real one. It has lost by its acquisitions ; 
and by being the particular idol of a few, is no 
longer of use to the many. Its new-acquired tro- 
phies are the spoils of its former greatness; and the 
Remembrance of what it was, serves only to heighten 
the melancholy idea of what it now is. It formerly 
constantly attended merit, as a friend and guardian ; 
it now accompanies greatness, as a flatterer and 
parasite. 

It is a compliment to the taste of the present age, 
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to allege that honour is its darling attribute. It 
is in itmf a composition of every thing that is valu- 
able worthy of commendation ; and even in 
its deg^erate state, it is, in a degree, the picture 
of VIRTUE ; it is finely drawn, but the lines are 
not just, and the colours too glaring. The endea- 
vours of the artists to set it off to advantage, have 
made it more like a piece of gaudy pageantry, than 
a true copy of nature. 

To justify the truth of what I assert, I appeal to 
you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, and beg leave to ask you, 
what are your ideas of a man, when you hear him 
particularly recommended as a man of honour ? 
Are your notions at all enlarged, in respect to his 
moral character; Would you give him the pre- 
ference in your vote, as a representative in parlia- 
ment? Or should you conceive him to have a more 
than ordinary zeal for the true religion of his coun- 
try? Would you trust him the sooner were you a 
tradesman ? Or could you with more safety admit 
him into your family, to an intimacy with your wife 
and daughters? You would undoubtedly rather 
game with him, because he will not cheat ; and you 
would be sure to receive your money, if you gained 
any advantage, however his more just creditors 
might suffer. You would certainly show him more 
respect, because you dare not aftront him ; honour, 
being a thing of so very delicate a nature, that the 
least indignity endangers its destruction: having 
lost its true essence, it can only be supported by 
the courage and zeal of those, who will not suffer 
its title to. be disputed. 

What is become of poor honesty ? Is she con- 
fined to the habitations of Mark and Mincing-lane ? 
Dare she not appear in the polite world ? I make 
no doubt she is as frequent in her visits there, as in 
any other place ; but for want of a proper dress. 
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she is obliged to be incog. She is not a little afraid 
of the pert raillery of honour, whom would 
be sure to meet in her travels to those parts of the 
town ; and as the latter is a burlesque on her cha- 
racter, she chooses always to avoid her. 

Her name seems to be quite banished to the un- 
bred w'orld, and is so much out of vogue at present, 
that an honest man as certainly means a trades- 
man,. as a MAN of HONOUR does a gentleman. 

The word is fairly worn out : it has been so long 
in mercantile hands, that it is no longer fit for 
gentlemen. They have laid it aside by universal 
consent, and bestowed it, with their old clothes, 
on their servants and dependents. 

The ladies, who form the most considerable part 
of the fashionable world, have a peculiar sort of 
HONOUR of their own. They entrench not upon 
that, already appropriated to the other sex, but 
take it where the men leave it. Conscious of their 
own frailties and infirmities, they are not ashamed 
to invoke its aid and assistance, to guard them in a 
part, where they are most liable to surprise. No 
other branch of their conduct comes within the 
jurisdiction of honour; for honour, at present, 
is no more than what the world expects from you ; 
they are at free liberty in every other article ; and, 
like our original parents, have but one thing pro- 
hibited. 

The different value and credit of particular vir- 
tues, at several periods of time, would form a very 
entertaining and useful history; and by looking 
back into former times, and observing the different 
faces and changes that virtue has appeared in, we 
might reduce it to a degree of calculation, and form 
a tolerable conjecture when any particular species 
of it would again come into fashion. The present 
rage for liberty will not easily admit of many arti- 
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des of they are a degree of servitude of tlu? 

mind; ^ich we disdain : but as it is very proper to 
observe some appearance of religion, we volunta- 
rily give up the freedom of the body, to preserve 
that of the mind : and admit of some regulations 
and restrictions, which custom has established, as 
indispensably necessary to maintain the connexions 
of social life. 

But the body is full as rebellious as the mind, 
and has as strong an aversion to restraint ; for 
which reason it has been found expedient to grant 
gome degree of indulgence, to moderate between 
pleasure and strict virtue, and to make a compro- 
mise between the severer duties, and most pre- 
vailing passions. 

To form this alliance, and strengthen it by the 
firmest lie, the word honour was introduced ; a 
word very much the favourite of virtue, and so en- 
chanting in its sound, that vice could make no ob- 
jection. She consented ; but on these conditions ; 
that she should have a due proportion of advan- 
tage ; and if it was allowed to heighten many vir- 
tues, it should likewise be permitted to cover al- 
most an equal degree of vice. Thus it is made to 
serve both as a cordial and palliative ; it exalts the 
character of virtue, and takes off* from the defor- 
mity of vice. But the mixture is so unnatural, that 
the poison gets the better of the medicine ; and if 
some strong antidote is not speedily applied, all the 
humours will be vitiated, and the whole mass cor- 
rupted. 

No person who is any ways conversant in anti- 
quity can be ignorant of the allegorical situation of 
the temples of Virtue and Honour at Rome. 
They were so placed, that there was no entrance 
into the latter, but through the former ; which hai^ 
given rise to a very beautiful t|iought in Cicero s 
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first oration against Verres. Both these temples 
were built by Marcellus, whose original design was 
to have placed the two goddesses in one temple : 
but the priests, who are always for extending the 
plan of ceremonial religion, would not permit it ; 
which obliged him to alter his first intention. But 
he pursued the meaning of it, by building two tem- 
ples contiguous to each other, and in such a situa- 
tion, that the only avenue to the temple of Honour 
should be through the temple of Virtue; leaving 
by this emblem a very elegant and useful lesson to 
posterity, that virtue is the only direct road to 
Honour. 

It is impossible to have too great a regard and 
esteem for a man of strict honour ; but then let 
him prove his right to this title, by the whole tenor 
of his actions. Let him not hold some doctrines 
in high estimation, and reject others of eqnal im- 
portance : let him neither attempt to derive bis 
character, or form his conduct from fashion or the 
opinion of others : let a true moral rectitude be the 
uniform rule of his actions ; and a just praise and 
approbation will be their due reward. 


N^167. THURSDAY, MARCH 11, 1756. 
To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir ; 

The want of happiness has been the perpetual 
complaint of all ranks and conditions of men, from 
the beginning of the world to the present times : 
and at the rate they still go on in, it is absolutely ini- 
possible that the complaint should cease. Happi* 
ness is a fruit always within their reach, but they 
will not give themselves the trouble to gather it. 
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It IS hourly at their doors as a friend, but they will 
not let it in. It solicits them in every shape, yet 
they reject its offers. Ignorance and indolence arc 
its constant enemies. 

Most people have parts and application sufficient 
to learn the easy rules ofWhist,Cribbage, and Chess; 
and as soon as they are informed (what they little 
suspect, and will be delighted to hear) that Happi- 
ness is a Game, and a much greater and deeper 
one than even Pliaro or Hazard, I make no doubt 
that men, women, and children will immediately 
set themselves to learn the rules and finesses of this 
important Play. 

When they arc satisfied it is a game that will be 
universally used in all companies in town and coun- 
try, what mortal will be so stupid as not to learn it 
in some degree of perfection ? For who, without 
the greatest gratitude, can reflect upon the benevo* 
lence of nature, that has introduced felicity into the 
world, in the welcome and ever fashionable guise of 
deep play, and high gaming. 

This divine attainment could not have been an- 
nexed to books and learning; head*achs, perpetual 
reasonings, and fierce disputations, would have em- 
barrassed every step ; neither could it have been 
coupled to riches, which are ever attended with 
care and anxiety. If poverty and contentment had 
been the vehicles appropriated to convey it, a sickly 
calm would have stagnated all activity. Had it 
been given to political pursuits, how could it have 
been reconciled to the desultory sentiments of 
majorities and minorities ? Therefore bountiful 
nature has annexed it to Cards, and seasoned it to 
the palates of mankind, by the spirit of gaming, 
which she has almost equally infused into all her 
rational cjiildreti. 
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Now as I have always professed myself a great 
friend and admirer of Play, I shall endeavour to 
lay down a few of the most certain rules, by which 
all persons may be instructed in the art of playing 
at this ROYAL GAME OF HAPPINESS. And 1 aui 
the more willing to promote the knowledge of this 
game, as it depends rather upon skill and address, 
than chance and fortune. It is not played with 
ever-dangerous dice, like Back-gammon or Trick- 
track : nor like Bragg, by audacity of countenance, 
and polite cozenage: and though, like Picquet, 
there is much putting out and taking in, yet every 
card is playable. 

I am elated with pleasure, when I consider that I 
am going to teach miserable mortals this great 
Game : which, without vanity I may say, is making 
them a present of more than a sixth sense, and en- 
abling them #0 exercise their five primary ones in 
the most delightful manner. 1 need not here expa- 
tiate upon the pleasures of Play, the first pastime 
of infancy, and the ultimate amusement of decrepid 
age; the faculty which most distinguishes the 
rational from the brute creation; that levels the 
lacquey with the prince, and the bumble cinder- 
wench with the stately duchess ; the cement of all 
true society, which, by discarding volumes of words, 
confines all wit, sense, and language within the 
limits of half a score short and significant sentences. 
How admirable is the sagacity of the adepts ! or 
in' other words, the people of fashion ! who are per- 
petually taking into their hands, and dealing about 
most liberally, all that is desirable in the world 1 
For though the uneducated class of mortals, may 
think a club is but a club, and a spade a spade, 
these exalted and illumined characters thoroughly 
comprehend, that clubs denote power, ^diamonds 
riches, spades industry, and hearts popularity and 
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afFections of every sort. From this consideration, 
I never enter a great apartment without being struck 
with solemnity and awe. I look upon the different 
contenders at each table, as so many mighty giants, 
tossing about with stupendous strength these glo* 
rious symbols of every thing valuable in the crea- 
tion. 

What giggling miss shall hereafter presume to 
disturb these rites with more than female levity ? 
What puny senator shall dare here to recollect the 
little politics of either house, the partial interests of 
insignificant islands and nations, whose comparative 
greatness is lost in such a scene ; where every mo- 
tion decides the fates of kings and queens, and every 
ordinary trick includes as much wisdom and ad- 
dress, as would set up a moderate politician, states- 
man, or minister ? I consider these assemblies as 
the great academies of education, and|pbserve with 
pleasure, that all parents, guardians, and husbands, 
are bringing their families to town for at least six 
iMpnths in the year, to take the advantage of these 
noble schools and well instituted seminaries. 

What ideas must we form of the hospitable inha- 
bitants of a great capital, where the houses 'and 
heads of the most respectable families are night 
after night devoted to public benefit and instruc- 
tion ! How much superior arc these to the porti- 
cos, gardens, and philosophic schools, that rendered 
the names of Athens and Rome so greatly cele- 
brated! Here our daughters are capacitated to 
marry the first prince that may happen to ask 
them, instead of falling the unhappy victims of the 
narrow domestic views of some neighbouring coun- 
try gentleman. And here the married lames are 
taught to pass the winter evenings without a yawn, 
even in the absence of their husbands. Here they 
collect that treasure of masculine knowledge, those 
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elegant ideas and reflections, that wonderfully al- 
leviate the solitude of the old family mansion, where, 
amidst the cawing of rooks, the murmuring of 
streams, and fragrant walks of flowering shrubs, 
they wait the return of winter with a philqsophic 
composure. 

But 1 am wandering from my purpose, and ex- 
patiating upon general Play, when 1 intended only 
to teach my new and great Game of Happiness, 
which will render the whole universe like one grand 
assembly or rout. 

Know then, ye hence happy mortals I that the 
game called Happiness, is played with packs of 
cards, each pack consisting of three Hundred and 
sixtj'^-five different cards ; the backs of which, in- 
stead of being white, are of a dusky sooty colour. 
Every seventh card is equivalent to a court card, of 
which there are fifty-two in each pack ; and upon 
playing properly these court cards, the fortunate 
event of the game is thought greatly to depend. 

It is played from one to any number of players. 
The game of one is the least entertaining: the game 
of two is much applauded by lookers on : but as a 
greater number must naturally give more variety to 
the game, a party of ten or a dozen is the most de- 
sirable set, though the players may be subject to 
many revokes. Great lovers of the game are indeed 
fond of sitting down to a crowded table ; but it is 
generally observed, that an inattentive and slovenly 
manner of playing is too often the consequence. 
One pack of cards will last a considerable time, as 
may be conjectured from their sooty backs inas- 
much as the greatest players are selaom known to 
pay for more than three score and ten packs during 
the whole course of their lives. 

They that have the most tricks win the largest 
division of the stake ; but every player gets some- 
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thing) besides the great pleasure of playing, which 
is thought to be superlative* 

This, great Game partakes of the excellencies of 
all other games. You are oflen piqued and re* 
faqued, as at Picquet. You are sometimes beasted, 
as at Quadrille ; often checked, as at Chess ; put 
back, as at the game of Goose; and subject to 
nicks, after the manner of Hazard. It difters in one 
particular from all other games, viz. that the sharper 
]s always sure to be over-matched by the fair 
player. 

It would fill a large volume, Mr. Fitz- Adam, to 
recount all the varieties of this truly Royal Game ; 
and already I am afraid of having transgressed the 
bounds of your paper ; 1 shall therefore defer the 
rules I promised at the beginning of this letter to 
another opportunity, at which time I shall lake care 
to make the meanest of your readers an adept at 
Happiness. 

I am. Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

L. T. 


168. THURSDAY, MARCH 18, 1766. 


To Mr. Fitz- Ad AM. 

Sir ; 

Every disquisition that tends to remove the preju- 
dices and enlighten the understandings of mankind, 
though it may chance to come from an obscure hand, 
will not be without its admirers and advocates in 
this learned and truly philosophical age. It is 
needless then to make any apology fw deinring you 
to print tins. 
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1 set out in life with a good share of medical 
skill, botany, chymistry, anatomy, and natural phi- 
losophy ; in the last of which especially 1 excelled : 
seldom failing to investigate the efficient cause of 
any {phenomenon: and being sensible of my own 
superior abilities, I never was so mean-spirited as 
to give up a disputed point. But from two or 
three failures in practice, when the medicines had 
not the effect 1 intendedi, and indeed once when 
they had, in relieving a nymph at six months end 
from a disorder which would have lasted nine, my 
business and my fees began to fall short. 

I must confess myself shacked to find merit so 
disregarded, and determined to search out what fa- 
culty there might be in the mind of man, that could 
induce him to treat with contempt and ingratitude 
any person who professed a de^iign of serving him. 
This led me into moral inquiries, in which I soon 
made sufficient progress : and being persuaded that 
it was incumbent upon every rational member of 
society to commuhicate happiness, as far as his 
influence may extend^ 1 kept not the result of my 
inquiries secret, but formed a club of the thinking 
part of xxiy acquaintance, to whom with the greatest 
freedom 1 imparted my speculations ; and, in spite 
of prejudice, inculcated many important truths. 
These 1 once thought of making more public from 
the press ; but there is no necessity for it, seeing the 
noble and better sort of philosophers are confes- 
sedly of my opinion, and discard with one voice all 
that metaphysicail jargon, which would persuade us 
to believe the immateriality of the soul and a future 
state. Our sentiments are calculated universally to 
promote human felicity, as they free the mind from 
any terrors and disagreeable" apprehensions. It 
certainly then becomes the duty of every one who 
would be deemed benevolent^ to propagate, as 

VOL. xxxx. a 
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far as possible, principles of such manifest utility. 
But we must expect opposition to this salutary de- 
sign, from those who m^e a gain of the prejudices 
of the world. They will never be so disinterested 
as easily to forego the great emoluments arising 
thence. And perhaps some thinking men (since 
moral viitues are indispensably necessary to the 
well-being of the community) may judge it not 
quite so proper to loose the vulgar at once from all 
ties, except such as arise from the inherent rectitude 
or depravity of actions. 

I have a scheme to obviate this, to which no ra- 
tional objection can be made. I acknowledge my- 
self indebted to an ingenious Spanish author for the 
first hint : but as he did not pursue his reasoning 
80 far, either for want of abilities, or through fear 
of the Inquisition, I may justly assume to myself the 
merit of the invention. This author tells us, < Phy- 
sicians, seeing the great power the temperament of 
the braid hath in making a man wise and prudent, 
have invented a certain medicine*, composed in such 
a manner, and replete with such qualities, that be- 
ing taken in proper doses, it renders a man capable 
of reasoning better than he could before. They call 
it the conmction of wisdom.’ Now if there is a 
medical composition known (as from this authority 
we have sufficient reason to believe) that will im- 
prove the rational faculties, and illumine the under- 
standing, we may with equal truth assert, there are 
to be found medicines which will curb the passions, 
those great obstacles to moral virtue, and make 
men live according to the fitness of things. 

The thinking part of man being allowed to be a 
modification of matter, it must be supposed to be a 
part of the body ; at least it is so strictly united and 
adherent to it, that in all things it suffers with, and 
Ijvanat by any arguments of reason be proved capa- 
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ble of existing without it. Hence it Will indispu- 
tably follow, that all the powers of the mind, even 
the moral faculties, are inseparably connected with 
the temperament and habit of that body of which 
she is part. Insomuch that prudence (the founda- 
tion of all morality) as well as justice, fortitude, 
and temperance (the other cardinal virtues) and 
their opposites, entirely depend upon the constitu- 
tion. It will therefore become the province of the 
physician to extirpate the vicious habits of mankind, 
and introduce the contrary; to suppress luxury, 
and create chastity ; to make the foolish prudent, 
the proud humble, the avaricious liberal, and the 
coward valiant. And all this is easy to be done, 
by the assistance of alterative medicines, and by a 
properly adapted regimen, that shall be perfective 
of each virtue, and repugnant to each vice. 

In confirmation of m^ sentiments, I could quote 
the fathers of physic, Hippocrates and Galen, as well 
as Plato and Aristotle, the chief of philosophers. 
But an example will be of more real authority than 
a multiplication pf quotations. Man will be im- 
pelled to act by those appetites, good or bad, which 
arise from the habit of his constitution : the physi- 
cian then who can alter his constitution, may make 
the vicious become virtuous. And moral philoso- 
phers greatly err, when they do not avail themselves 
of the science of medicine, which only by changing 
the temperament of the body, will force the mind 
to relish virtue, and, distaste vice. If a moralist 
undertakes to reform a luxurious person, who gives 
himself up to high living and lascivious indulgences, 
by treating him according to the rules of his art, 
what means would he use to instil the principles 
of temperance and chastity, that they should take 
such deep root in the mind, as constantly and 
uniformly to influence his conduct? He will set 
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out by fiihowing him the deformltj^ of iotemperance 
and debauchery, and enumerating all Uiat train of 
evils which proceed from such courses : and if the 
patient has not entirely got over the prejudices of 
a superstitious education, he will endeavour to af« 
fright him by a terrible detml of those inexpressible 
miseries his soul is in danger of suffering hereafter, 
if death should surpHse^him without giving him 
time to repent and forsake his debaucheries. After 
this he will advise him to fast and pray, sleep little, 
and avoid tlie company of women ; and perhaps to 
wear hair-cloth, to macerate his body by rigorous 
austerities, and keep it under by bloody discipliim. 
These methods, if he continues long to practise 
them, will render him pallid and feeble, and so far 
^ di^rent from what he was, that instead of running 
after women, and placing his summum donum in good 
eating and drinking, he will scarce bear to hear a 
female mentioned, and nauseate the very thoughts 
of a sumptuous entertainment. The moralist, see- 
ing the man so changed, will be apt to impute the 
whole to his art, and suppose the habits of temper- 
ance and chastity come from I know not whence, 
and are the effect of his ratiocination. The physi- 
cian knows the contrary, and is full^ sensible they 
proceed from the languid and debilitated state of 
the body ; for if this be restored to its pristine vi- 
gour, the patient will soon return to his old prac- 
tices of excess and riot. Daily experience must 
convince us of this. What we have proved of 
luxury and chastity, will in the 8aii|a manner bold 
good with regard to all other vices and virtues ; be^ 
cause each Ims its proper temperament of body pe- 
culiarly adapted to it. Bleeding then and blister- 
cupping and purging may be usefully adminis- 
%red in mental as well as corporal disorders. A 
brisk salivation may cure the jnind and body both 
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of a venereal taint ; and a strong emetic may have 
a more salutiferous effect than barely cleansing the 
stomach of an epicure. 

1 could add many more instances, but have al- 
ready said enough to evince the rationality and 
practicability of my scheme ; and being determined 
not to lose the honour «iif my inventions, 1 do not 
care to discover too much, lest some paltry plagiary 
should, with some little variation, obtrude them 
upon the world as his own. I have with great labour 
and thought reduced the whole to a complete sys- 
tem, and am compiling a didactic treatise of all the 
vices incident to human nature, and their different 
degrees, with the symptoms prognostic and diag- 
nostic, the curatory indications, and a proper diete- 
tic regirhen to be observed in all cases. The whole 
will be comprised in ten volumes folio : and when 
the work is quite ready for the press, I may perhaps 
venture to publish proposals more at large, with a 
specimen annexed. But as your paper is generally 
well received by good company, I thought this 
would be no improper method of communicating 
the first liint of my design, that I may judge from 
what the intelligent say of this, h#w they will relish 
the larger work of, 

Sir, 

Your humble> servant 9 

Academicus. 


W 169. THURSDAY, MARCH 25, 1766. 


The following letters have Uin by me some time. 
The writers of them will, I hope, excuse me for the 
G 3 
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delay, and for the few alterations which I judged it 
necessary to make in them. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adaai. 

Sir; 

In a late paper you have declared absolutely 
against total nakedness in our sex, and by others 
you have given us to understand that we arc very 
impolitic in our late near approaches to it : for that 
while we arc leaving little or nothing for imagination 
to exercise itself upon, or for curiosity to desire, 
we are certainly losing our hold upon the men. But 
I cannot say, that since I have midressecl myself to 
the utmost extent of the fashion, I have fewer 
admirers than when I appeared like a modest wo- 
man ; though, to confess the truth, I have had but 
one since, that has not plainly discovered a thorough 
aversion to marriage ; and him I imprudently lost, 
by granting to his importunity the full display of 
my whole person: indeed the argument he used 
was so extremely reasonable, that 1 knew not how 
to object to it ; and whilst he pleaded with the ut- 
most tenderness, that what he requested as a tribute 
to love, was but a very little more than what 1 daily 
lavished indiscriminately on every eye, I had not 
the confidence to deny him. 

Now, Mr. Fitz- Adam, as I think it not improba- 
ble, by the advances the ladies have made this win- 
ter towards complete nakedness, that as the summer 
comes on they will incline to throw off all covering 
whatsoever, I have thought proper to set before 
them tlie untoward effect which 1 have experienced 
from leaving nothing to discover. I can assure them 
as an important truth, that if they have a desire to 
retain even any admirers, they must stop where 
they are, and uncover no farther ; or if they aim at 
getting husbands, they will do wisely to conceal, 
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and reserve among the acquisitions to be obtained 
only by marriage, a great deal of which they now 
show, to no other purpose than the defeating their 
own schemes. 

Give me leave, sir, to conclude this letter with a 
short transcript from an author, who, I believe, is 
not unknown to you, and who has taken some pains 
to instruct the ladies in this particular point. 


THE maul, who inodestlif conceals 
Her beauties, whilst she hides reveals. 
Give hut a glimpse, and Fancy draws 
Whatever the Grecian Venus v>as, 
From Kvc*sjirst Jijg li'af to brocade, 

All. dress was vieanl Fancv’.s aid. 
Which evermore delighted dwells 
On what the bashful nymph conceals. 
When Celia struts in maids attire. 

She shows loo much lo raise desire; 

Rut from the hoop^s hewitchiug round, 
Her vt iy shoe has pow'r lo wound. 


I am, 

Sir, 

ybwr most humble servant, 

S. B. 


Mr. Fitz-Adam ; 

In this free and communicative age, in which 
business of almost all kinds is transacted by adver- 
tisements, #it is not uncommon to see wives and 
milch-asses, stolen horses, and strayed hearts, pro- 
miscuously advertised in one and the same paper. 
It is a curious, and frequently an entertaining med- 
ley : but amidst all the remarkable advertisements 
1 have lately seen, I think the following by far the 
most curious ; and for that reason, I desire it may 
be made still more public than it is already, by ap- 
pearing in the WoiiLU. 
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‘ WANTED, 

‘ A CURATE at 15eccles in Suflbik. Enquire ibr- 
^ ther of’ Mr. Strutt, Canibriilge and Yarmouth 
‘ carrier, who inns at the Crown, the corner oi‘ 
‘ Jesus-Lanc, Cambridge. 

‘ N. B. To be spoke with from Friday noon to 
‘ Saturday morning nine o’clock.’ 

1 have transcribed this from a news-paper, Mr. 
Fit/- Adam, verbatim et literatim, and must confesr 
I look upon it as a curiosity. It would certainly bo 
entertaining to hear the conversation between Mr. 
Strutt, Cambridge and Yarmouth carrier, and the 
curate who oUers himself. Questionless Mr. Strutt 
lias bis orders to inquire into the young candidate’s 
qualifications, and to make bis report to the adver- 
tising rector, before he agrees upon terms witli him. 
Hut wliat principally deserves our observation is, 
the propriety of referring us to a person who traflics 
constantly to that great mart of young divines, 
Cambridge. The advertiser might there expect 
numbers to flock to the person lie enqiloyed, who 
(by the way) might have been somebody more like 
ii gentleman (no disparagement to Mr. Strutt, 1 
know’ him not) than a Yarmouth carrier. It is 
pleasant too to observe the N. 13. at the end of the 
advertisement ; it carries with it an air of signifi- 
cance enough to intimidate a young divine, who 
might possibly have been so bold as to have put 
himself on an equal footing with this negotiator, if 
he had not known that he was only So be spoke wdth 
at stated hours. 

There are some of us laymen* (you, I dare say, 
Mr. Intz-Adam, among the. rest) who arc old- 
fashioned enough to have some respect for the 
clergy ; it docs not ihcrerorc give us any pleasure to 
see them thus advertised like barbers journeymen. 

But why did not the advertiser mention expressly 
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the qualifications he expected in his curate ? That 
would have saved much trouble and altercation be- 
tween the prolocutor and the young divine. I will 
have done, however, with this particular advertise- 
ment, and leave the whole to your animadversion ; 
only desiring that you would order under your own 
hand, thatjiVom henceforth all advertisements for 
curates should be worded in the following manner. 

< WANTED, 

‘ A CURATE at * He must be one that can 
‘ play at Back-gammon, and will be willing to re- 
‘ ceive five-and twenty pounds a year for doing the 
‘ whole duty of a parish, while his rector receives 
‘ two hundred for doing none of it. He must keep 
‘ what company, and preach what doctrine his rec- 
^ tor pleases, tSre. <^'C. Ax. Wlioevcr will comply with 

* these reasonable terms, may apply to * * *, inn- 

* keeper at * ^ for full information.* 

I am, Sir, Yo?irs, 

L. L. 


Mr. Fi'I7.-Adam ; 

It is with pleasure that 1 see you less addicted to 
dreaming than most of your predecessors ; to say 
the truth, I have seldom found you inclined to nod ; 
though without any disparagement to you, your 
betters and elders have sometimes slept in a much 
shorter work. Aliquando bonus dormitat Hemerus^ 
was what I told my school-master, when he whipt 
me for sleeping over ray book. 

Life has been of|en called a dream ; nay, we arc 
told of some old Grecians, who used to be always 
in doubt whether they were asleep or aw^ake. Indeed 
the number of waking dreamers that arc daily ex- 
hibiting themselves in this metropolis is inconceiv- 
able ; even the pulpit is not free from them. The 
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tirst time I ever heard the character of a dreamer 
given to a preacher, was on the following occasion . 
A reader to a country cure took a printed stjrmon 
of an eminent divine into the pulpit w ith him to 
preach : unfortunately it happened to be a farewell 
sermon. The }m^ng gentleman began with accpiaint- 
ing the people that he was then goij^g to leave 
them. As they had never received the least hint of 
this before, they were a good deal surprised ; but 
when he concluded with telling them that he had 
been exhorting them with all diligence for sixteen 
years (when he had hardly been with them as many 
weeks) and talked of his high dignity in the church, 
some of the congregation said he was mad, most of 
them that he was dreaming. 

I could wish indeed that these dreamers in the 
pulpit would contrive to dream their owm dreams, 
or that they would take care not to convert the 
serious thoughts of others into something more ab- 
surd than dreams, for want of reading beforehand 
what they would be suppled to deliver as their own 
compositions. It is by way of hint to such dreamers 
that 1 have told this story, which being the principal 
purpose of my letter, 1 shall add no more.., than, 
that 

I am, Sill; 

Your uio'it huj}'b(c servant, 

A. S, 


NM7() THURSDAY, ArRIL. 1, 175(1. 

PiM twhilitari valioit. CiciiiiO. 

Takini; my walk of observation the other da\g 
as is often my custom, I was led by the course ol 
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iiiy tour into one of our famous hospitals. The 
magnifieeiu'eof the building;, the order and regularity 
of the household, the multitude that were received, 
and their several accommodations, threw me natu- 
rally into a very pleasing contemplation on the ex- 
tensive cliarity of my good countrymen. From one 
of these endowed habitations I was carried on to ano- 
tlicr, till 1 believe I made myself acquainted with 
all the public edifices of this nature that this large 
and opulent city aboiiiick witli. Some of them 1 found 
of royal and very ample foundation, others raised 
and maintained by a single and munificent family, 
others by a joint act of the whole people; all, how- 
ever, noble in tlieir purposes, and admirably adapted 
for the particular uses to which they were dis- 
tinctly appropriated. I admired throughout the 
number of inhabitants thus perlbctly provided for 
in every stage of their conditions, together witli the 
continual increase of the fund wliich must support 
such an addition of charges, as 1 observed by the 
augmentation of apartments, and decorations of 
more cost, perh^yjs, than utility. Charity, thought 
1, works in secret ; and these matters are of course 
hidden from me. But happening to turn myself 
on one side of the chamber, I discovered two or 
three long tablets, with several names inscribed in 
large golden characters, which in my simplicity I 
took for the votive histories of the poor, who had 
felt the efficacy of relief under these merciful man- 
sions: but upon nearer inspection I found tlieni 
to be no other than an enumeration of the very 
worthy and pious persons of both sexes, who an- 
nually or occasionally aftbrded what it pleased them 
in their liberality to bestow. 

I was resolved, since cbatico had tlirown so much 
information in my way, to peruse, against my cus- 
tom, the accounts of other families ; which prac- 
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ticc,>.owever, I thought the less impertinent, as I 
could perceive no other end in their being placed 
there. Here I discovered a contribution that did 
honour indeed to the names that were annexed to 
it, and would have done so to the greatest. The 
immense sums notwithstanding that were adjoined 
to the names of several private persons, larger than 
I could have suspected to be within their power, 
raised my curiosity enough to make a farther in- 
quiry into the history of soipe of these very liberal 
donors. Two of them I accordingly pitched upon 
to be the subject of my investigation, as they stood 
tipon the list; the one, a maiden lady who be- 
queathed at her death five thousand pounds to the 
poor of this house, the other, an old gentleman^ 
who had settled, after his disease, his whole estate 
U])on them for ever. 

The good lady’s story cannot be better known 
than by a letter which 1 received, in the course of 
my inquiry, from her nephew, who with three sis- 
ters had retired in sorrow at their aunt's tieath to 
a country village, in the northern parts of this king- 
dom : it is written with such plainness and simpli- 
city, and is so much suited to the circumstances of 
the writer, that 1 own myself much captivated with 
my rural correspondent. The letter is this; 

Sir ; 

It is neither our inclination, nor I am sure our 
interest, to conceal any thing from you, who have 
taken so much generous pains in our service. Your 
offers are received by us all most thankfully ; but 
you are misinformed as to the hundred pounds: 
for my late aunt has left every sliilling to the hos- 
pital, after her funeral expenses w ere discharged, 
which amounted to a good deal, as she was whim- 
sical in many articles that related to her buriaU 
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Jlow she passed us by in this manner, is still a mat- 
ter of wonder and perplexity to us, as she continued 
to the ver}^ day of her death to declare that she had 
nobody to look upon, this side of licaven, but her 
dear nephew and nieces. She was accounted al- 
ways a vain woman ; but wc thought her very reli- 
gious, especially as she began to decline. For some 
months before she died, she never missed morning 
or evening service throughout the week, besides 
her private devotion in her own house, at which 
none of the family were suflhred to be present. 
The minister and she would sometimes stay two or 
three hours together. She used often to discourse 
upon charity, and said she loved the poor ; though 
I do not remember to have seen her bestow any 
alms whilst I lived with her, which surprised us the 
more that she should leave all to them at her death. 
iShe has given them her picture too, with orders 
that it should bo hung over the great door of the 
chapel, llemcmber, sir, it is by your own desire 
1 collect these trifling particulars, that concern our- 
selves only, and the memory of so fantastical and 
unjust a woman : for such I must call her, notwith- 
standing 1 assure you I am perfectly and contentedly 
resigned to my lot. 

1 am, &c- 

It was with great difficulty 1 could learn any 
thing relating to the old gentleman, who is men- 
tioned to have disposed of his whole estate in this 
manner. I'hose of his blood and nearest kindred 
had betaken themselves to the lowest supports 
which employment affords to the miserable, and 
were either dispersed in the navy, or in such stations, 
that all inquiries of this sort were fruitless. The 
very name w'as obliterated every where, except 
wliere*it pointed out the disposal of a very GOii- 

VOL. WIK. u 
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siderable fortune. All I could gather of him was. 
that he had increased a very good paternal inheri- 
tance by every art of thriving in trade, that is 
safely practicable : that he was always called in the 
city, a hard money-getting man ; and that he had 
left his brothers, sisters, and grand-childrcn to make 
their way without the Ijast provision or assistance. 
There was a statue erecting for him, I found by his 
own orders, in the hospital. 

Thus ended my pursuit, which I quitted with as 
much eagerness as it was undertaken. I was dis- 
pleased over and over with myself at my search, 
and wished for that tranquillity of mind, which is 
always the portion of a happy ignorance. The 
stream, as 1 viewed it, was clear; and it is certain 
I went out of my way to look at the fountain. The 
generosity 1 at first contemplated with rapture, was 
now exchanged for the disgust 1 felt at pride and 
injustice. Were strokes indeed of this nature not 
so severe in the effect, there is something so ridi- 
culous in these ostentatious charities, and such an 
absurdity in appropriations of this sort, under the 
circumstances 1 have described, that I confess I 
could indulge a less serious reflection at the exami- 
nation of them. 

The two originals above, have many counterparts 
in this nation ; persons who arc frequently so very 
charitable as to reduce their whole families to beg- 
gary. The raising a church, or endowing an hospi- 
tal, are the two main objects of an elderly sinner^s 
piety ; and no matter by what means, so that the 
end be but accomplished. This is such a compen- 
dious way of discharging all the duties of life at 
once, and at the expense only of what there is no 
possibility of retaining any longer, that no wonder 
these spunges of charity arc in so much use at some 
certain periods, and at such alone. * 
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I would not dwell upon errors which I thought 
incorrigible, or endeavour to discover causes with- 
out hopes of amending the eftects ; but I am really 
of opinion that the grievances here set forth owe 
their birth chiefly to a few mistakes, which my ac- 
ceptation of the word charity inclines me very much 
to rectify, for the service especially of these pious 
and liberal benefactors ; for such I make no ques- 
tion, many of them are, only, as I have said before, 
they are unfortunate enough to lie under some mis- 
takes. In the first place therefore, I shall venture 
to lay it down as a maxim, that there is no such 
thing as posthumous charity. There may be equity, 
and there may be propriety, in a last designation of 
earthly goods, but real or intrinsic generosity or 
benevolence there can be none, 

— Quo more pyris vesci Calaber jahet hospes. 

It is a modern supposition, nourished by hope 
and weakness, that leads people to reckon upon an 
act, that does not take place whilst they are alive. 
I do not remember that any one of the apostles, the 
preachers and examples of every social obligation, 
ever enforced the duty of testamentary acts of 
goodness ; nor did David set apart a charge upon 
the revenue his son was to enjoy after him, towards 
building a temple, which he found was not to be the 
glory of his owm reign. 

Another error which I hope to set right, arises 
from the general idea of poverty, which seems not 
to be very well settled. The poor under your eye, 
and the poor unborn, stand in a very different rela- 
tion of indigence together. Thus a crippled penny- 
less sister, or an infirm cousin, arc thought by no 
means equal objects of bounty with the future off- 
spring of a future beggar. All that I have to say to 
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a persuasion of this sort is, that 1 will affirm, a re- 
lation or dependent left to starve, is in every article 
as true a beggar as any between St. I'auVs and St. 
Peter’s. Upon the whole, since money has no cur- 
rency on the other side of tl)e grave, and no real 
value but in its application on this, 1 could wish the 
last disposition of it vvere a little better considered. 
It is but reasonable surely, to exj)cct that thosevvho 
do no good with it whilst they live, should do less 
mischief with it when they die. 


NM71. THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 1756. 


There is no privilege of which an Englishman is 
so jealous, nor for wdiich he so highly values the 
constitution of his country, as the liberry that is 
allowed him, not only of thinking as he j)lea80s, but 
of generously communicating his tlicaights to the 
public. This glorious charter, limited as it is, and 
ought to be, by wdiolesonie laws, has infinite advan- 
tages derived from it ; particularly as it tends to 
cultivate the liberal arts, and helps" to carry on the 
great work of science. Put whether it is always 
for the impvovcnm'nt of our taste, any more than 
our morals, that we should be allowed to realize 
our sentiments, especially where the ohjcct falls 
immediately under the public eye, is a question that 
may perhaps admit of a debate. 

Thus, for instance, if an ingenious gentleman, for 
the greater embellishment of his private library, 
should think pi’oper to erect the head, or evcii the 
entire figure, of a shaking Mandarine, between llie 
busts of Tull}" and Demosthenes, or to exalt the 
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divinities of Pekin to the same degree of honour in 
his gallery that he has already paid to the Grecian 
Venus and Apollo, it would be an infringement upon 
British liberty to check his devotion. But if the 
same innovating taste should intrude upon the 
muses shrine in our public seats of learning, I should 
wish for some authority to stop so sacrilegious an 
attempt. 

The same care should extend even to our amuse- 
ments ; 1 do not mean to debar any of them from 
their right of appearing as often as their patrons 
please to call for tliem ; 1 would only assign them 
the proper limits of time and place, and prevent 
their bringing any confusion upon themselves and 
others. It is certainly very just, that Harlequin 
should flourish with his dagger of lath, and invert 
the order of nature, whenever he finds it necessary ; 
but though I am delighted with the ingenuity of my 
party-coloured friend, it would grieve me to see 
him so far mistake his talents, as to introduce him- 
self very familiarly into the company of Shakspeare 
and Johnson. 

To carry this observation a little higher, I think 
any one of our public entertainments, that more 
peculiarly belongs to the refined part of the world, 
should be preserved from any alloying mixture that 
may sink and debase its value, or make us look 
upon its standard below the original worth that it 
pretends to claim. It is upon tliis account, that I 
cannot enough lament the present state of our 
Italian opera, which seems to be continually de- 
clining, without any friendly hand to interpose 
which might restore it to its native purity, or pre- 
serve it from total decay. But before this kind re- 
former can be met with, or if any such should ap- 
pear, before his endeavours could hope for any 
success, it will be proper to examine our own taste, 
II 3 
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to find vvhelhcr it will stand the trial, ami wlietlicr 
we should not think his care very impertinent and 
ill applied. 

At present our attention seems to be so entirely 
fixed upon air, that we think nothing cnlianees 
the value of an opera so much, as allowing the 
performers to introduce their own favourite songs 
at pleasure ; and this elt)gant assortment, sclectcil 
from dramas of opposite subjects, written by poet:- 
of irrcconcileable geniuses, and set to music bv 
composers ot contrary feelings, is served up. to our 
inexpressible satisfaction, and eagerly devoun d 
under the modish title of a Pasticcio. 

If 1 may he permitted to enter into a serious dis- 
quisition of tliis entertainment, after what 1 have 
said of it in a former paper, I must beg leave to ob- 
serve, that the Italian opera carries much more 
meaning in it than one part ,of it.5 audience is po:'5ia- 
bly aware of, and many of the other part are wil- 
ling to allow: but it is therefore neccssLiry to choose 
Metastasio for the poet, upon whose single merit 
this species of drama must stand or Ihll. 

iVnd here, notwithstanding the laudable partiality 
which directs us to give the palm to our own coun- 
trymen, it must be confessed that this foreigner 
has at least as good a title to it as any English 
tragedian of this century ; and if (like them too) Ijc 
has not the advantage of striking out much that is 
new, he has the happiness of throwa'ng an air of 
novelty upon the sentiments which he adopts, by 
the agreeable dress he gives them, and the advan- 
tac('ous point of view* in which they arc placed. 

It would he exceeding the bounds of this paper 
to dwell upon every peculiar excellency; but it is 
no more than justice to enter inlo a fair examina- 
tion, and, without any invidious comparison, to 
inquire whether his thoughts are not as pure and 



171. WORM’. 

as classical, his language as expressive and poetical, 
his characters as distinctly marked, as strongly snj)- 
ported, and as judiciall}^ finished, his conduct of 
the drama as well carried on, and leading as clearly 
to the grand catastrophe, as those among the most 
admired ot‘ our modern m riters. In the last cir- 
cumstance lie has a difficulty in his way, which the 
ablest hand would sometimes be at a loss to re- 
move : as the nature of this work requires every 
thing to be brought to a happy conclusion, it can- 
not but be observed with how masterly a step he 
deviates from the true to tlic feigned event, willunU 
confusion, or swerving from the intention of his 
original plan. 

15ut it is not sufficient to examine Metastasio’s 
pretensions by the common rules of criticism ; llicre 
is niucli more required of him than of the ordinary 
tragic poet ; not only as he is contined to the mea- 
sure of three acts, but even those must be concisely 
managed, to avoid the drowsiness of a weary re- 
citative. Ills dialogue, tlicrcforc, and even bis nar- 
ration, is short as it is clear ; a significant expression, 
sometimes a single word, conveys a whole sentiment, 
and that without leaving room for doubt, or throw- 
ing the least obscurity. Ilis soliloquies, where the 
composer has an opportunity of introducing the 
accompanied recitative, perhaps the most noble part 
of an opera, are not only distinguished by the finest 
touches of poetry, but abound in all that variety and 
transition of passions whicJi naturally work in the 
human mind, when it is wrought up to the height of 
its distress. His songs and chorusses, where all the 
power of music ouglit to combine arc made up of 
sentiment ; these indeed are so finely imagined, and 
finished with so happy an elegance, that jicrhaps 
they would not suH’er even by appearing among the 
ancient Lyric writers. 
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If this be true of our poet (and surely it is but 
justice to allow him this), let us bring him upon the 
stage, attended as he ought. And here it is not 
enough, that the composer be thoroughly skilled in 
all tlu art of music, a d feel the whole force of it, 
but he must partake of the poet’s spirit, catch the 
flame through every scene, and be so far wrapt in 
the genius of his author, as to preserve the same 
cast of sentiment through the whole work. This 
indeed is so necessary an attention to his character, 
that a single composer, though but of the second 
class, who shall follow him with affection, and en- 
ter into a social feeling with him as far as he is ca- 
pable, will do him more justice than a suite of the 
ablest masters at his heels, who perform their alter- 
nate services, and consider his ideas separately, 
without having regard to the union and harmony 
of the whole. 

But let the poet and his attendant harmonist be 
ever so happily united, there is still a reasoning, 
but perhaps not the most feeling, part of mankind, 
who will by no means allow the opera any dramatic 
merit, and consequently deprive it at once of its 
distinguishing worth. Their judgment, it seems, is 
irreparably hurt in finding heroes conquering, 
rivals contending, lovers despairing, to the sound 
of music; and they cannot reconcile it to their 
senses, that people who seem discoursing upon very 
interesting subjects, should be obliged to do it by 
time and measure. The learned among these will 
probably meet with an apology, from something 
similar upon the Grecian stage, and the others 
will do well to consider whether they are not literal 
critics in music, as grammarians are in learning ; 
perhaps they cannot separate from harmony the 
idea of fiddle-strings and pipes, any more than 
these can from language the invariable chime of 
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aavcrb, coiijunction, and preposition ; whereas the 
music we are speaking of, is the voice of nature, in 
her various accents of jo}'^, grief, rage, lamentation, 
pit}^ or despair. The notes indeed are divested of 
' their wildness, have their temperaments, cadences, 
and limits ; but they seem to be no other than the 
laws which nature has set them, and their bounds 
arc too nicely concealed to have the appearance of 
borrowing any thing from art, 

A distinguishing ear, or rather a feeling heart, 
that yields to the impression which a noble accom- 
paniment carries with it, will be so far from calling 
oft his attention from the principle part, or con- 
sidering the additional harmony as the eftect of 
mechanic art, that it will more intimately strike 
him as a syjnpathetic sense, which arises in the 
mind itself, unconnected and independent of any 
assistance from without. Kveii those whose ideas 
are less abstracted, but who have souls prepared 
for the reception of liarmony, wlicn lliey hear from 
the orchestra, the animating, strains or dying falls, 
as Shakspeare expresses it, will, without any criti- 
cal reflections, consider them as having the same 
eft’oet upon the car, as a wcll-painted scene upon the 
eye, where that man would surely wrong his 
imagination much, wJio, instead of indulging it in 
the supposed reality of rocks, w oods, and rivers, 
should check his feeling at once, and consider every 
thing before him merely as canvas and colours. 

If these observations are at all founded upon 
truth, an opera, well conducted, must be one of 
the noblest representations that lies ;within the reach 
of mimic art, and consequently there cannot be too 
much care and attention employed to produce it 
with every advantage. How this will best be 
cftectcd, may perhaj)S be worth the inquiry ; but it 
can only be so upon a supposition that the thing 
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itself has really a great share of that merit which it 
pretends to assume. There cannot indeed be a 
stronger ridicule than to give an air of importance 
to amusements, if they are in themselves contemptible 
and void of real taste ; but if they arc the object, and 
care ol' the judicious and polite, and really deserve 
that distinction, the conduct of them is certainly of 
consequence, as that alone will determine the public 
approbation, and by that only their patrons can pre- 
side over them with dignity. 
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To Mr, Fxtz-Adam. 


Sir ; 

The impatience of the public to be farther in- 
structed in the Royal Game of Happiness, has 
no doubt been very great, since your publication of 
my letter on that subject, the eleventh of last month: 
for where the stake is so considerable, the desire of 
playing the game to the best advantage must needs 
be excessive ; and where the cards are so numerous 
(though the generality of players think them too 
few), the address required must be almost infinite. 

Had it not been for this truly entertaining game, 
Adam and Eve, with all their innocence, had 
passed their hours but dully even in paradise. Be- 
fore the fall they played the game in its original 
purity, and with the utmost skill ; afterwards indeed 
they were guilty of many revokes and oversights, 
as were their immediate descendants, though they 
consumed an immense quantity of packs of cards. 
Methuselah spent more time at the game than any 
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man, but with what success is not absolutely cer- 
tain. Tradition, with tolerable exactness, handed 
down the rules of play from father to son, to the 
death of Solomon, who in Iiis younger years was a 
great lover of this game : it afterwards became 
various and uncertain by the novelties and inno- 
vations that were every where introduced into it. 
In France one method of play has obtained ; in 
England another ; in Japan it is played very dif- 
ferent from what it is in Peru. 

From the corruption of this Royal Game of 
Happiness are derived all our modern games ; and 
so fond arc we of these inventions, that the true old 
game is almost imperceptibly forgotten. Happy is 
it therefore for the world and me, that neither the 
splendid honours of the bar, the reverend dignities 
of the church, the profound researches of physic, 
nor the aerial castle of politics, have diverted my 
attention from the more honourable and useful in- 
vestigation of the long lost rules of this Royal G a m e 
of Happiness. 

When I considered that every science has its 
mystery, that chemistry has its philosopher’s stone, 
geometry its quadrature of the circle, astronomy its 
longitude, mechanics its perpetual motion, and na- 
tural philosophy its gravitation, it soon occurred to 
me that social life must likewise have its occult mys- 
tery, which, like a key -stone in architecture, sustains 
and supports the whole edifice. When I considered 
the various and general principles of animated life, 
I plainly perceived that Flay was the great per- 
vading power, from the leviathan that sporteth in 
the waters, to the microscopic insect that wantons 
invisibly in the air. When I considered that the 
mighty fabric of the universe might only be a 
GREAT GAME played at by superior existences, I was 
led to think that it was agreeable to the inost reve* 
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rcntial ideas of nature to suppose that life was 
nothing else than Play. And when I likewise con- 
sidered that the passion for gaming was universally 
predominant in mankind, that it was the natural 
remedy for all cares, and the only amusement of 
the irksome hours, I readily discovered that life was 
indeed nothing more ihan a certain term allotted to 
play at the Royal Game of Happiness. 

As the great secret of this game depends princi- 
pally upon the playing well the court-cards, as soon 
as I shall have procured a patent for the sole and ex- 
clusive privilege of teaching (which 1 make no doubt 
of obtaining, by the favour of some great men, my 
particular friends, who have more than once pulled 
off their hats to me ; and one in particular, who was 
so graciously condescending as to ask me one day 
what o’clock it was), I shall then take care to appoint 
under-teachers in every parish, to instruct the good 
people in the country in the best and properest man- 
ner of playing the seventh cards, which when they 
are thorough masters of, they will soon become per- 
fect in playing the other cards. 

Having in my former letter touched upon the ge- 
neral properties of tlie game, in compliance witii 
my promise, I here subjoin the most necessary rules 
and directions for attaining a thorough knowledge 
of this Royal Game. 

RULES and directions 

FOR PLAYING AT THE 

ROYAL GAME of HAPPINESS. 

When you begin a new game, recall to your me- 
mory the manner in which you played the forego- 
ing one, that you may avoid a repetition of the same 
mistakes. 

W^heii you have well considered the card you are 
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about to play, play it with steadiness and compo- 
sure ; and be sure not to betray any suspicion of 
your own i«^norance. 

When you shuffle or cut, do it above-board to 
prevent any suspicion of deceit. 

If you have won a large share of the stake, by 
playing a particular card well, be cautious of ven- 
turing it all on any single card in the same deal, un- 
less you play a forced game. 

Wliether you play a small or a great game, exert 
your best skill ; and take care not to di'^cover the 
badness of your hand by peevishness or fretting. 

Observe the play of others, ami draw conse- 
quences from it for the improvement of your own 
game. 

If you play at court, remember to hold up your 
band, and attend to the finesses of the place. If you 
play your cards well there, you may conclude your- 
self a tolerable master of the game. 

When you are in the country, play frequently with 
your neighbours and tenants ; tliey generally play 
better than finer folks, and will greatly improve you 
in the plain rules of the game. 

Avoid the general error of this game, of fancying 
that every body plays better at it than yourself. 

If you agree with a lady to go halves with her . 
the agreement once made, you arc not at liberty 
afterwards to find fault with her game. 

Whoever drops a card, loses it ; and one card lost 
is of very bad consequence in the game. 

When a card is once played, it can never be re- 
called. 

Seldom play from your own hand ; you win most 
by playing into the hands of other people. 

Teach your children to play the game early, and 
be sure to put money in their card purses ■. for if 
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they wait for it till your death, it may be too late to 
learn the game. 

Good-humour is a more necessary requisite at 
this game than good sense ; but where both are 
joined, success is almost certain. 

The greatest proficients in all other games, are 
the most ignorant at this : the best players are those 
that practise most in their own families. 

Kings and princes are generally strangers to the 
game, and their ministers want time to learn it. 

Great dignitaries in the church, ai\d most bene- 
ficed clergymen, are too indolent to play at it in 
public ; and their curates are forced to be lookers- 
on, for want of a sufficient allowance to pay for their 
cards. 

Poets and authors have sometimes struck a bold 
stroke in the game : but of all men living they are 
the most liable to mistakes : and it is generally ob- 
servable that the whole table is against them. 

Most new' married couples are successful at first 
setting out ; but before the whole pack is played, 
they commonly lose all attention to the game. 

It is remarkable that young people play better 
than old ; for avarice is tlie bane of the game. 

I should be tempted, Mr. Fitz-Adam, to continue 
these my rules and observations, if I did not find 
myself running into length ; and as it is my inten- 
tion to publish very shortly a volume upon the sub- 
ject; I shall trouble you no more at this time, than 
lu assure you tliat f am, 

SUv. 

Yvitr most faithfui 

humble servant. 
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It was the advice of an old friend of mine, upon his 
dcatli bed, to his son, who had been guilty of some 
enormous offences wliich he wislicd to keep con- 
cealed, that he should take care how he offered him- 
self as a candidate for a scat in parliament ; for that 
an opposition would be like doom’s day to him, 
when all his sins would be remembered and brought 
to light. This is generally the case at clectiims ; 
the most secret actions of the candidates themselves 
are not only levealcd, but the ashes of their ances- 
tors are ransacked in the grave, to supply matter for 
scandal and defamation. 

Common as this observation may be, it will en- 
jible us to account for all the malice and uncharit- 
ableness which wc meet with in the world. We are 
all candidates for wealth, honour, or fame, and can- 
not bear that another should succeed in what our- 
selves have failed. 

Ilut why the spirit of defamation should be so fre- 
quently exerted against the dead, is a matter some- 
what puzzling. Death, by putting an end to rival- 
ship, should, one would think, put an end to all the 
animosities which arose from that rivalship; and 
the grave that buries the man, should bury also his 
failings. But, according to Shakspeare, 

T/ie KviL t/mt men, do lives after them ; 

The GOOD is oJV interred with their hones. 

It is indeed very hard, that death, which pays all 
other debts, should be able to make no composition 
with envy : yet so it is ; and, excepting a late me- 
morable instance, where the virtues of a great and 



88 


WORLD. 


NO ITii* 


good man were too glaring in Ins life to be forgotten 
at his death, I hav scarcely known it to be other- 
wise. The ladies indeed, whom lam always ambitions 
of honouring, have too much gentleness and good- 
humour to defame the dead, especially their dead 
husbands. After burying the very worst in the 
world, it is usual with them on a second marriage 
with the best, to put them daily in mind of the 
complying dispositions and other' virtues of their 
*po^r dear first husband. 

Happy is it that the works of men of wit, learn- 
ing, and genius, have justice done them after their 
deaths; though I am apt to believe tlie merit v»e 
ascribe to them then lias its foimdation in ill- 
nature ; as by admiring the productions of the dead, 
we are enabled, by the compjirison, to condemn 
those of the Jiving. We read tin’ w orks of the for- 
mer with a desire to iind out beauties, and of the 
latter to discover faults. Our acquaintance with 
an author is another circumstance against him : 
we are too apt to connect the foibles oi l) is life witli 
what he writes; and if has unfortunately wanted 
talents to shine in conversation, vve are generally 
blind to the wit of his writings. The reasoning of 
an atheist in proof of a first cause, or of a libertine 
for morality, is sure to be laughed at by those who 
know them ; and it is only when a man’s w ritings can 
be separated from his life, that they will be read 
with candour and impartiality. It may be observed 
farther, that in a country like ours, wliere party is 
apt to influence every thing, a man that professes 
himself openly on one side of the question, will 
never be allowed the least degree of merit by those 
on the other. Of this the immortal Milton is a 
witness, whose attachments to Cromwell had thrown 
such a cloud over Ins abilities at the liestoratioii, 
that the copy of the noblest poem in the world was 
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not only sold for a mere trifle, but many years 
elapsed before it was discovered to be a work worth 
reading. Even Addison, whose Spectators and 
other essays are deservedly the admiration of all 
who read them, and by comparison with which it is 
a kind of fashion to condemn all other writings of 
the same kind, gives us to understand in his Spec- 
tator, 542, and elsewhere in that work, that 
he met with as many cavillers as any of his succes- 
sors. 

I have been led by these reflections seriously to 
consider what method an author ought to take, to 
secure to Iiis writings the approbation of the public 
while he is still alive. It w'as the saying of Doctor 
Radclift* to a young physician, who asked him what 
he should do to get practice, ‘ Turn atheist, and 
make yourself talked of.’ But though many a young 
physician may have availed himself of this advice, 
there are other practices that may succeed better 
with an author. Personal slander has always been 
esteemed a very excellent method, and so indeed 
has wantonness ; but where both are happily blended 
in the same work, as one sometimes sees them in 
very modern performances, they seldom fail of 
drawing the attention of the public. 1 have known 
nastiness attended with very happy effects, inasmuch 
as it frequently supplies the want of wil, and is sure 
of exciting the laugh in the genteelest companies. 
That the ladies are not displeased at it, is easy to be 
accounted for ; nastiness is a stranger to them, and 
therefore entitled to their respect. 

But if an author unfortunately wants talents for 
this kind of writing, there is nothing left for him 
that I know of, but to die as fast as he can, that his 
works may survive him. But the disadvantage even 
in this case is, that common and natural deaths are 
but very little talked of ; so that a man may give up 
• 1 3 
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the ghosi to n.-j mannor of purpose ; it is there I ore 
most earnestly to be reconmientled to all authors 
who are ambitious of sudden and lasting fame, that 
they set about some device to get themselves hang- 
ed. The sessions paper is more universally read 
than any other of the |Mpcrs, and the deaths it re- 
cords are more authentic and interesting. A good 
dying-speech v\ ould be an excellent preface to an 
author’s works, and make every body purchasers. 
An advertisement like the following could never fail 
of exciting curiosity. 

‘ This day are published, the political, moral, and 
entertaining works of Thomas Crambo, Esq ; now 
under sentence of death in Newgate, for a rape and 
murder.’ 

Under these circumstances, indeed, an author 
may taste of fame before death, and take his leap 
from the cart with this comforta)>le assurance, that 
lie has embraced the only opportunity in his power 
of making a provision for his 1‘amily. 

If it should be asked why the having committed 
a rape or a murder should raise the curiosity of the 
public to peruse the author’s works ? the answer is, 
that people who do spirited things, are supposed to 
write in a spirited manner. It is for this reason that 
we are so fond of the histories of warriors and great 
men, who, though they have happened ^to escajie 
the gallows, have done something every day to show 
that they deserved it. 

It is indeed as much to be wondered at as la- 
mented, that while every author knows how essen- 
tial it is both to his fame and the support of his fa- 
mil}" to get liimself hanged, we do not see the 
w"ords Executed at Tyburn, always subjoined 
to his name in the title-page of his works. I hope 
U is not that authors have less regard for their fami- 
lies than other men, that this is not usually the 
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case; for as to the love of life, we cannot suppose 
them to be possessed of it in an equal degree with 
other people; nor can they possibly be ignorant 
that the world will have a particular satisfaction in 
hearing that they have made so desirable an end. 

As for myself, I am an old man, and have not 
spirit enough to engage in any of those enterprises 
that would entitle my works to universal esteem. 
It was expected, indeed, that when 1 declared in my 
first paper against meddling with religion, 1 would 
avow myself an atheist in the second ; but tliis is a 
iliscovery that I have not hitherto thought pro])cr 
to make t nor have I, by any strokes of personal 
abuse, lewdness, or nastiness, eiuleavoured to intro- 
duce my papers into every family. And to confess 
the trutli, 1 have at present no designs of committing 
any capital offence, being, as I said before, too old 
to ravish, and having too tender a disposition to 
commit a murder. 1 shall therefore content myself 
with going on in the old way, and leave my writings 
to shift for themselves, without deputing the Ordi- 
nary of ^Newgate to publish an account of the biiili, 
parentage, and education, the trial, confession, con- 
demnation, and execution of the author, together 
with a catalogue of the works he has left behind 
him. 
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The following letter has so genuine and natural 
an air, that 1 cannot doubt of its (•(»ming from a cor- 
respondent who has experienced every circum- 
stance he has described : I shall therefore lay it bcr 
fore iny readers without the alteration of a single 
word. 
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To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir ; 

Among the variety of subjects with which you 
have entertained and instructed the public, 1 do 
not remember that you have any where touched 
upon the folly and madness of ambition ; which for 
the benefit of those who are dissatisfied with their 
present situations, 1 beg leave to illustrate by giving 
the history of my own life. 

I am the son of a younger brother of a good 
family, who at his decease left me a little fortune of 
a hundred pounds a year. I was put early to Eton 
school, where I learnt Latin and Greek, from whence 

I w^ent to the university, where I learnt not 

totally to forget them. 1 came to my fortune while 
1 was at college ; and having no inclination to fol- 
low any profession, I removed myself to town, and 
lived lor some time, as most young gentlemen do, 
by spending four times my income. But it was my 
happiness, before it w^as too late, to fall in love, and 
to marry a very amiable young creature, wdiose for- 
tune was just sufficient to repair the breach made 
in my own. With this agreeable companion I re- 
treated to the country, and endeavoured as well as 
I was able to scpiare my wishes to my circumstances. 
In this endeavour, 1 succeeded so well, that except a 
few private hankerings after a little more than I 
possessed, and now and then a sigh when a coach- 
and six happened to drive by me in my walks, I was 
a very happy man. 

I can truly assure you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, that 
though our family oeconoray was not much to be 
boasted of, and in consequence of it, we were fre- 
quently driven to great streights and difficulties, I 
experienced more real satisfaction in this humble 
situation than 1 have ever done since in more en- 
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viable circumstances. We were sometimes indeed 
a little in debt, but when money c?ame in, the plea« 
sure of discharging what we owed was more tlian an 
equivalent for the pain it put us to ; and though the 
narrowmess of our circumstances subjected us to 
kuany cares and anxieties, it served to keep the 
body in action as well as the mind : lor as oiirgar» 
den was somew hat large, and required more hands 
to keep it in order than we could afford to hire, we 
laboured daily in it ourselves, and drew health froni 
our necessities. 

I had a little boy, who was the delight of my 
heart, and wljo probably might Iiave been spoilt by 
nursing, if the attention of his parents had not i>eci ) 
otherwise cmjjloycd. 1 1 is motlier was naturally of 
a sickly constitution, but the alikirs of Jjor family 
as they engrossed all her thoughts, gave her no 
time for complaint. The ordinary troubles of life 
whicli to tliose who have nothing else to think of 
arc almost insupportable, were less terrible to us 
than to persons in easier circumstances ; for it is a 
certain truth, how^cver your readers may please to 
receive it, that where the mind is divided between 
many cares, the anxiety is lighter than where there 
is only one to contend with. Or even in the happi- 
est situation, in the midst of case, health, and afflu- 
ence, the mind is generally ingenious at tormenting 
itself, losing the immediate enjoyment of those in- 
valuable blessings, by the painful suggestion that 
they are too great for continuance. 

These are the reflections that I have made since ; 
for I do not attempt to deny that I sighed frequently 
for an addition to my fortune. The dcatli of a dis- 
tant relation, which happened five years after our 
marriage, gave me this addition, and made me for 
a time the hvippiest man living. My income was 
now increased to six hundred a year, and I hoped, 
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wilh a little ceconomy, to be able to make a figure 
with it. But the ill health of my wife, which in less 
easy circumstances had not touched me so nearly, 
was now constantly in my thoughts, and soured all 
my enjoyments. The consciousness too of having 
such an estate to leave my boy, made me so anxious 
to preserve him, that Instead of suffering him to 
run at pleasure where lie pleased, and to grow 
hardy by exercise, I almost destroyed him by con- 
finement. We now did nothing in our garden, be- 
cause we were in circumstances to have it kept by 
others ; but as air and exercise were necessary for 
our healths, we resolved to abridge ourselves in 
some unnecessary articles, and to set up an equi- 
page. This in time brought with it a train of ex- 
penses, which we had neither prudence to foresee, 
ijor courage to prevent. For as it enabled us to 
extend the circuit of our visits, it greatly increased 
our acquaintance, and subjected us to the necessity 
of making continual entertainments at home, in re- 
turn for all those which we were invited to abroad. 
The charges that attended this new manner of living 
were much too great for the income we possessed ; 
insomuch that we found ourselves, in a very short 
time, more necessitous than ever. Fride would not 
sufter us to lay down our equipage ; and to live in a 
manner unsuitable to it, was what we could not 
bear to think of. To pay the debts I had con- 
tracted, I was soon forced to mortgage, and at last 
to sell, the best part of my estate ; and as it was 
utterly impossible to keep up the parade any longer, 
we thought it adviseable to remove of a sudden, to 
sell our coach in town, and to look out for a nevir 
situation, at a great distance from our acquaintance. 

But unfortunately for my peace, 1 carried the 
habit of expense along with me, and was very near 
being reduced to absolute want, when by the unex'< 
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pected death ofan uncle and his two sons, who died 
within a few weeks of each other, I succeeded to an 
estate of seven thousand pounds a year. 

And now, Mr. I'itz-Adam, both you and your 
readers will undoubtedly call me a very happy man ; 
and so indeed 1 was. 1 set about the regulation of 
my family with the most pleasing satisfaction. The 
splendor of my equipages, the magnificence of my 
plate, the crowd of servants that attended me, the 
elegance of my house and furniture, the grandeur 
of my park and gardens, the luxury of my table, and 
the court that was every where paid me, gave me 
inexpressible delight, so long as they were novelties ; 
but no sooner were they become habitual to me, 
than I lost all manner of relish for them ; and I 
discovered in a very little time, that by having no- 
thing to wish for, 1 had nothing to enjoy. My ap- 
petite grew palled by satiety, a perpetual crowd of 
visitors robbed me of all domestic enjoyment, my 
servants plagued me, and my steward cheated me. 

But the curse of greatness did not end here. 
Daily experience convinced me that I was compelled 
to live more for others than myself. My uncle had 
been a great party man, and a zealous opposer of 
all ministerial measures; and as bis estate was the 
largest of any gentleman’s in the comity, he sup- 
ported an interest in^t beyond any of his competi- 
tors. My father had been greatly obliged by the 
court party, which determined me in gratitude to 
declare myself on that side; but the difficulties I 
had to encounter were too many and too great for me$ 
insomuch that I have been baffled and defeated 
in almost every thing 1 have undertaken. To de- 
sert the cause 1 have embarked in would disgrace me, 
and to go greater lengths in it will almost undo me. 

I am engaged in a perpetual state of warfare with 
rhe principal gentry of the county, and am cursed 
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by my tenants and dependents for compelling thcr^t 
at every election to vote (as they are pleased to 
tell me) contrary to their conscience. 

My wife and I had once pleased ourselves with 
the thought of being useful to the neighbourhood, ^ 
by dealing out our charity to the poor and indus- ^ 
trious ; but the perpetual burry in which we live, 
renders us incapable of looking out for objects our- 
selves ; and the agents wc intrust are cither pocket- 
ing our bounty, or bestowing it on the undeserving. 
At night, when we retire to rest, we arc venting oui 
complaints on the miseries of the day, and praying 
heartily for the return of that peace which was only 
the companion of our humblest situation. 

This, sir, is iny history ; and if you give it a place 
in your paper, it may serve to inculcate this impor- 
tant truth, that where pain, sickness, and absolute 
want are out of the question, no external change of 
circumstances can make a man more lastingly happy 
than he was before. It is to an ignorance of this 
truth, that the universal dissatisfaction of mankind 
is principally to be ascribed. Care is thclotoflife ; 
and he that aspires to greatness in hopes to get rid 
of it, is like one who throws himself into a furnace 
to avoid the shivering of an ague. 

The only satisfaction 1 can enjoy in my present 
situation is, that it has not yleased heaven in its 
wrath to make me a king, 

1 am. Sir, 

Yarn' comtanl reader, 
and most humble servant, 

A. B. 
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175. THURSDAY, MAY 6, 1756. 


To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir; 

You must have frequently observed upon the face 
of that useful piece of machinery, a clock, the mi- 
nute and hour hands, in their revolutions through 
the twelve divisions of the day, to he not only shift- 
ing continually from one figure to another, but to 
stand at times in a quite opposite direction to their 
former hearings, and to each other. Now I con- 
ceive this to he pretty much the case with that com- 
plicated piece of MECHANISM, a modern female, or 
young woman of fashion ; for as such I was acens- 
tome(| to consider that part of the species, as having 
no power to determine their own motions, and ap- 
pearances, hut as acted upon by the mode, and set 
to any yjoint, which the party who took the lead, or 
(to speak more properly) its iiechtlator, pleased. 
But it has so happened in the circumrotation of 
inodes and fashions, that the present set are not 
only moving on continually from one pretty fancy 
anti conceit to another, but have departed quite 
aside Ironi their former principles ; dividing from 
each other in a circumstance wherein they were 
always accustomed to unite, and uniting where 
there was ever wont to be a distinction or dif- 
ference. 

I do not know whether I make myself sufficient^ 
understood ; but you will easily comprehend my 
tirift, when J tell you that the prevailing mode, in 
resj)ect of dress, is at present to have no mode at 
all. U'here is now no such thing as a vniform 
among the ladies, no dutiful conformity to the pat- 
tern or standard, as heretofore ; but the mode is 
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Laid opciu and there appears the same spirit against 
a conclusive fashion^ as against an exclusive trade* 
The pride now is to get as far away as possible, not 
only from the vulgar, but from one another, and 
that too as well in the first principles of dress, as in 
its subordinate decorations : so that this fluctuating 
humour is perpetually showing itself in some new 
and particular sort of cap, flounce, knot, or tippet; 
and every woman that you meet, affects indepen- 
dency, and to set up for lierself. 

Now, as I profess myself to b(? a stickler for 
liberty, and against all invidious limitations, as well 
as a lover of variety, and an encourager of inven- 
tion, 1 am therefore not displeased with these fair 
independents for this notable attempt of theirs t(» 
vindicate the honour and freedom of their own fan- 
cies and judgments upon this occasion. But as they 
have wandered away from each other in the several 
articles of dress, so have they united altogether as 
happily in a point which cannot fail of recommend- 
ing itself to such as have a critical ear, and are apt 
to be offended with any disagreement of sounds, 
namely, in voice and elocution, in wliicli they 
maintain a surprising uniformity. A friend of mine, 
whose ear (as you will perceive from what 1 am 
going to relate of him) is'not turned for our modern 
oratory, was introducing the other day some un- 
courtly observations upon this liead, which I shall 
take the freedom to set down at full length. 

‘ The beauty and power of speech,’ says he, ‘ was 
wont to be the result of clearness and perspicuity, 
of a distinct and harmonious elocution, of a just 
and proper cadence, together with a natural and 
easy diversity of manner and phrase, growing out 
oT the subject, and congenial with it. Conversation 
is never so pleasing as when it is composed of a 
welj-ordcred variety of persons and characters. 
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tempering and recommending each other ; whore 
the forward and importunate are qualified and 
restrained by the diffident and the modest; the 
bold and peremptory by the more supple and 
complaisant; where the spirited with the meek, 
the lively with the sedate, make a happy mixture ; 
and all together go into the composition of an 
agreeable society. Whereas the conversation of 
the female world (continues my friend) is at pre- 
sent all out of the same piece : all distinctions are 
taken away, and the several ranks and orders 
among them laid into one. There is one line of 
sentiment, air, manner, tone, and phrase running 
through the whole, and no discerning, for a few 
seconds, a young woman, wnth six or eight hundred 
pounds to her fortune, from a duchess, especially 
if sIjc happens to have been allowed to keep com- 
pany with her betters. 1 know' several of these 
humble companions, who with no less impropriety 
than impotence, are ever straining themselves and 
their throats in company, to get upon a level with 
their quality friends; and at all other times you 
shall see them affecting to speak (as the Latins 
well express it) ore rotunda, full and sonorous, 
round and peremptory, with a very deci^ive em- 
phasis, as if there could lie no appeal from their 
sentence ; taking a larger scope for utterance, by 
opening their mouths to a disproportionate width ; 
insomuch that I have looked upon myself, while 
in their company, as sitting in the midst of half a 
score hautboys, a sort of music, that, when at- 
tempted by unskilful hands, has something in it 
mightily overbearing, though they tell me, when 
exercised by such as are qualified for it, and 
mixed with other instruments, it will answer very 
well. Such is the pomp of utterance of’ our pre- 
sent women of fashion; which, tliough it may 
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tend to spoil many a pretty mouth, can never 
recommend an indifferent one. And hence it is 
that there is so great a scarcity of originals, and 
that the car is such a daily sufferer from an iden- 
tity of phrase, whether it be m.stlj/, horridlj/, abo- 
minahUf^ immcuscJijy or excessivclij^ which, with three 
or four more calculated for the same Swiss-like 
service, make up the whole scale or gamut of 
modern female conversation. 

‘ There are many causes assigned (continues he) 
why so many of the males live single, and it has 
been principally ascribed to the cheap and easy 
opportunities of gratification wliich fall in their 
way. Now this may in a great measure be true; 
but our fine ladies forget, that while they are daily 
making some new revelation of their persons, and are 
so studious to furnish out a variety of ciitejtain- 
ment to the eye, tliey have neglected to make a 
suitable provision for the ear ; and that, should 
love chance to straggle in at the former, lie may 
yet find his M*ay out at the latter. And I have 
frequently remarked, that when a female of this 
turn, with her sails and streamers out, has begun 
to bear dou n, in hopes of a prize, the oldeet of the 
chace has frequently sheered off, and leit her to 
complain of her ill-success to those much fitter 
companions, the winds and waves. 

Now the members of this class are the most 
considerable in point of numbers ; but when upon 
my retiring from some of these, and betaking my- 
self to a distant and more peaceable quarter of the 
room, 1 have fallen in with others, whose conver- 
sation has been of a more moderate cast, and 
more under the wind, yet I have still observed the 
same monotony to prevail, the same confonnily 
of manner and phrase, and that their pipes were ail 
tuned to the same quality note. For, as in the for- 
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iTicr instance, the generality of those in high life are 
ever raising their voices to a proportionable eleva- 
tion above the ordinary level, and distinguishing 
themselves by a round and sonorous elocution ; so 
there arc others of the same class, who seeing na- 
ture has not furnished them with an adequate 
strength of lungs, or with organs framed for a more 
bold and voluble utterance, have therefore a good 
deal of w’bat Tully calls the concistwt ac mimitnm, 
a laconic, mincing kind of speech, extremely quick 
and peremptory, equally empliatical and decisive, 
an'd generally enforced with a short diJIatorial 
bridle and nod of the head, as an incontestiblc rati- 
fication of what they are pleased to affirm or deny. 
And these, as well as the above-mentioned, have 
multitudes of inferior admirers, and copyists in 
their train, pressing close beliind, and treading 
upon their heels. 

‘ It is true, 1 am an enemy, for the most part, to 
that reigning practice of making the person, who 
last left the conipan)^, a subject for general canvass 
by those that remain : yet whenever any of these 
non-originals (whom we cannot so properly pro- 
nounce to full (f themselves as full of other feojjle ) 
shall have taken her leave, and got the door upon 
her back, the company, in my opinion, should have 
free scope and licence to go into an immediate 
inquiry who she is, wdiat fortune she has, what her 
education has been, whether handsome, tolerable, 
or, <S:c. and so on through the usual course of 
particulars. In short’ — 

My friend was going on in the same strain, when 
I interposed, and began to expostulate with him 
upon some of the above particulars. ‘ Nay, nay,* 
says he, ‘ do not think me partial neither ; 1 may 
perhaps give them their revenge upon our sex at 
some future opportunity \ and so left me. 

K 3 
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Upon tlie whole, I very much suspect fas I said 
before) that my friend scar is none of the best; hut 
at the same time I must do him the justice to ob- 
serve, that I myself am at times somewhat deaf, and 
that he is generally allowed to be a very sensible 
well-judging-man. 

I am, 

Mr. Fitz-Adam, Sfc. 

My honest correspondent appears to be in some 
pain, lest the freedom and simplicity of his friend’s 
argumiht may not happen to square with tliat deli- 
cacy and complaisance which have been hitherto 
maintained by the World towards the beautiful 
part of our species ; but however that he, I must 
confess that 1 have fallen of late myself into some- 
what of the same train of thinking. 

It is certain, there is a distinction and subordina- 
tion of sii/lc, as well as of rank, and a gradation to 
be preserved in point of phraseology, as well as of 
precedency* Any encroachment in the one case 
being altogether as unseemly as in the other. An 
afioctation of talking above our level, is as bad as 
dressing above it ; and that which is current within 
the precinct of St. James’s, will hardly pass any 
where else. Here the originals arc to be found ; all 
the rest arc counterfeits, and are easily discovered. 
Nay, though people of quality have the unquestion- 
able privilege of breaking the peace, and violating 
the laws of grace and harmony, there ought never- 
theless to be a due proportion observed even among 
these. Thus a duchess may be twice as loud and 
overbearing as a countess ; a countess as a simple 
baroness, and so downward : but such a pompous- 
ness of elocution, phrase, and manner (as my cor- 
respondent’s acquaintance seems to point at) such 
great sivclUng tvords, must, one w^ould think, sit as 
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Ci(MN(; to visit an (•kl IVieud at Ins country beat, 
list week, I t'oand inin at backgamnu)u witli the 
vicar of the parish. My tViend received luc with 
the heartiest weicouus and introduced the floctor 
to luy acquaintance, 'ibis gentleman, w!io setmied 
to be about tifty, and of a /KnaM and healthy consti- 
tution, t.ia'vt‘yed me alJ ovei nilh great attention, 
and after a slight nod ol ihe heail, himself down 
without opening his mouth. I \^as a hltle hurt at 
the supercilious behaviour offliis divine, which my 
tViend observing, told nic very pleasantly, that 1 
was ralht'r too <dd (o he entitled to the d«/Ctor7s 
complaisance ; for that he seldom lu'stowcd it but 
tij)on I lie young and vigorous; hut, says lie, you 
will know him better soon, and may probalily think 
it worth your vvhile to Ooo/i him in the Woui.i) ; 
for you will (ind him allogctlicr as odd a cliaraerei 
as he is a worfliy one. 'J7ic diietor made no reply 
to this raillery, but conlinued souk* time with Jii.s 
eyes fixed upon me, and ;it last, shaking his head, 
and turning to my friend, asked if he would play 
out the oilier hit T My friend excused himself irom 
engaging any more that evening, and ordered a 
bottle of wine, with pi[)es and toh. leco, to hu set » n 
the table, 'i'iic viear f.Kcd his pipe, and drank very 
cordially to my friend, still eyeing me wit.h a seem- 
ing dislike, and neither drinking my healili, nor 
speaking a oingle word to me. A*. I have long 
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accustomed myself to drink nothing but water, I 
called for a bottle of it, and drank glass for glass 
with them ; which, upon the doctor’s observing, he 
shook liis head at my friend, and in a whisper, loud 
enough for nie to hear, said, ‘ Toor man, it is all 
over with him, I see.’ My friend smiled, and an- 
swered in the same audible whisper, ‘ No, no, doc- 
tor, Mr. Fitz-Adam intends to live as long as either 
of us/ He then addressed himself to me on the 
occurrences of the town, and drew me into a very 
cheerful conversation, which lasted till I withdrew 
to rest; at which time the doctor rose iVom*liis 
chair, ‘drank a bumper to my health, and giving me 
a hearty shake by the hand, told me I was a very 
jolly old gentleman, and that he wished to be better 
acquainted with me during my stay in the country, 
1 rose early in tlie morning, and found the doc- 
tor in the breakfast room. He saluted me with 
great civility, and told me he had left his bed and 
home sooner than usual, to have the pleasure of 
taking a walk with me. ‘ Your friend,’ says he, 
^ is but lately recovered from an attack of the gout, 
and will IiardJy be stirring till we have gone over his 
improvements.’ 1 accepted of the proposal, and 
we walked through a very elegant garden into the 
most beautiful fields that can be imagined ; which 
as 1 stopped to admire, the doctoi^ began thus; 
* These are indeed, Mr. I’itz-Adam, very delightful 
grounds; and I wdsh with all my Jieart, that the owner 
of them was Jess troubled with the gout, that I might 

hold him in more respect’ ‘ Jlespect ! doctor,’ 

said 1, interrupting him, ‘ docs a painful distemper, 
acquired by no act of intemperance, lessen your 
respect ?’ * It does, indeed, Mr. Fitz-Adam, and I 

wish, in this instance, 1 could help it ; for I am 
under many obligations to your friend. There is 
aiiother very worthy gentleman in the neighbour- 
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hood, nho presented me to this vicarnf^e ; hut he 
has the mistortune to labour under an inveterate 
scurvy, which, hy subjecting him to continual head- 
achs, must ol’ course shorten his dayvS, and so I 
}\cvcv go iu?ar !)iui/ 

I was going t{) ir»t('rrupt the doctor again, when a 
coach-and-six drovt* by us along the road, and. in 
it a gentleman, who let d^)wn the glass, and made 
the doctor a very respectful how; which instead of 
returning, he passed hy him witli a stately^ air, and 
took no notice of him. This instance of his beha- 
viour, together with the conversation that had passed 
bi'tween us, raised my curiosity to a very high de- 
gree, and set me upon asking who the gcnticmati 
was. ‘ Sir,’ says he, ‘ thaf unfortunate object is a 
man of eight thousand a year estate ; and from that 
cousideralioti lie expects the return of a how from 
every man he meets. But I, who know him, know 
also that he is dying oi’ an asthma; and as (l)le.ssed 
bt' God for it !) I am in |)erfcct health, 1 do not 
choose to ])ut myself on a level with such a person. 
Health, Mr. l’it/-i\dam, is the only valuable thing 
on earth ; and while 1 am in possession of that, I 
look upon mVvSelf as a much greater man than he. 
With all his un tune, he would rejoice to be the poor 
vicar of with my constitution. 1 pull olfmy 

l^at to no such persons. Believe me, Mr. Titz-Adam, 
lie has not many months to live.’ 

I made no reply to this conversation of the vn 
car, and ho went on thus; You are an old maji, 
Mr. lutz- Adam, and I believe \vcre a little fatigued 
with your journey last niglit, which I mistook foi 
intirm health, and therefore was wanting in tlic ci- 
vilities that I should otherwise: have shown you; but 
your conversation afterwards proved yo.i to be a 
very hearty man, and 1 saw you resolved to con- 
f inue so by vour temperance; lor whieli i honour 
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you, and as 1 told you then, shall be glad of your 
acquaintance. It is true you are an old man, and 
therefore my inferior ; but you are healthy and 
temperate, and not beneath the notice of much 
younger men.’ 

In this manner we walked on till we came to a 
hedge, where some labouring men were repairing 
the fences. My companion accosted them witli the 
utmost complaisance and good nature. ‘ A 3 ^e,’ says 
he, turning to me, ‘ these are men worth mix- 
ing with. You see their riclics in their looks. 
Have you any of your lords in town, Mr. Intz- 
Adam, that Itavc such possessions ? 1 know none 

of these lords,’ says he, ^ myself, hut 1 am told 
they arc so sickly and diseased, that a man in 
health would scorn to pull off’ his hat to them.’ He 
then entered into a familiar conversation witli the 
men, and after throwing them sixpence to drink, 
passed on. 

There now overtook us in the lane a company of 
sportsmen sotting out for the chace. Most of them 
saluted the doctor as he passed. But he took no 
notice of any of tl^em hut one, whom he shook 
hands with over tlio hedge, and told him he intended 
taking a dinner with him the next day. ‘ That 
gentleman,’ says lie, ‘ is worth as much health as 
any man in England ; he hunts only by way of ex- 
ercise, and never takes a leap where there is the 
least danger. But as for the rest they are flying over 
every hedge and gale in their way, and if they escape 
broken necks in the morning, they are destroying 
themselves more effectually by intemperance in the 
evening. No, no, Mr. Eitz-Adam, these are no 
companions for me ; 1 hope, with the blessing of 
Heaven, to outlive a score of them. 

We canu* soon after to a little neat house upon 
the road, where, the doctor told me, lived a very 
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agreeable widow lady, to whom he had formerljr 
paid his addresses. ‘ She had at that time,’ says he, 
‘ as large a fortune of health as any woman in the 
county ; but she has since mortgnged it to the apo- 
thecary for slops, and I have taken my leave of her, 
8he was determined to be a widow, and so married 
an officer, who had his head knocked off at Fontenoy. 
Those are a sort of men that J make no acquaint- 
ance with ; they hold their lives on too precarious a 
tenure.’ ‘ Ikit they are useful members of society,’ 
said 1, ' and command our esteem.’ ‘ That may be, 
sir, ’.returned tlte doctor, ‘ and so are miners in our 
coal-pits, who are everj' hour in danger of being 
buried alive. But there is a subordination of de- 
gree, Mr. Fitz-Adam, w'hich ought strictly fo be 
observed ; and a man in ill health, or of a dangerous 
profession, should not think himself on a level with 
people of* sound constitutions, and less hazardous 
employments.’ 

I was determined to interrupt the doctor no 
more ; and he went on thus : ‘ Mr. Fitz-Adam, you 
may possibly think me an odd kind of a man; but 
I arn no enemy to people of bad constitutions, nor 
ever witlihoJd my bounty from them, when their 
necessities demand it; but though I am doing them 
all the services in my power, 1 cannot consent to 
lower myself so far as to make them my compa- 
nions. It is more in the power (d' the physician to 
confer rank than the king; for the gifts of fortune 
are nothing ; health is the only riches that a man 
ought to set a value on ; and without it all men are 
poor, let tlieir estates be what they will. If I differ 
from the common opinion in this particular, 1 do 
also in another. The tradesman or mechanic, who 
lias acquired an estate by his industry is seldom 
reckoned a gentleman ; but it was always my sen- 
timent, that a man who makes his own constitution;, 
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h.'is more merit in him than he that was born with 
it; the one is the work of chance, the other of de- 
sign ; and it is ior this reason that I am scon so 
gften witli 3^0111* friend ; for though the g<>ut is gC" 
nerall}" an impoveristiing distemper, yet ttanpcrance 
and regularity may in time subdue it : whereas the 
gentleman who drove by us with bis six horses, has an 
incurable asthma, whicb renders him, with his large 
estate, as poor as the beggar who is dying under a 
hedge. The more you think of these things, Mr. 
Fitz-Adarn, the more 3^0 will be of my opinion. A 
poor man in health, is a companion for a king but 
a lord witliout it is a poor man indeed ; and wliy 
should he expect tlic homage of other people', when 
the very meanest of his domestics would reiuse to 
change places with him?’ 

My companion w^as stopped short in his hn- 
rangne 1)3^ our arrival at my friend’s house. M e 
found him in good health and spirits, wliich great I}' 
heightened the vicar’s complaisance ; and as 1 took 
care to conceal from hhn the complaints and infir- 
mities of old age, I passed a very agreeable week, 
and was so much in his good graces, that at m3" de- 
])arture he presented me with some ’JYirlington’s 
i)alsam, and a paper of Dr. James’s powder, ‘ There,’ 
says he, ‘ they may rob you of 3 our money, if ibey 
please ; but for bruises and fevers, you may set them 
at defiance.’ 

On my return home, I made many serious re- 
flections on this whimsical character ; and in the end, 
could not help wishing, that, under certain limita- 
tions, the sentiments of the vicar were a little more 
in fashion. Health is certainly the riches of life ; 
and if men were to derive their rank from that alone, 
it would in all probability make them more careful 
to preserve it. Society might be benefited by it in 
another respect, as it would tend to keep complaining 
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ing people at home, who are the perpetual disturbers 
ot all companies abroad. 


NM77. THURSDAY, MAY ^ 20 , 1756. 


The two following letters are so whimsically con- 
trasted, and the 3 oung people who are the subjects 
of them so particular [3^ adapted to each other, that 
though I have never professed myself an advocate 
for the trade of match-making, I cannot help wish- 
ing that b3^ moans of this papcT the3^ may grow 
acquainted with each other. It is for this reason 
that I Iirtve taken the very first opportunity of pub- 
lishing the letters of their parents. 

To Mr. Fitz-Aj)Aim. 

Sir ; 

As you have undertaken the social oHice ol‘ re- 
dressing grievances, 1 shall lay one before you, 
which 1 arn sure must have often occurred to you, 
though 1 do not remember that you have hitherto 
animadverted upon it. The grievance 1 arn speak- 
ing of has so fatal a tendency, that wit, parts, 
learning, education, knowledge, reading, and travel, 
are rendered utterly useless it, and by which 
tlic most illiterate dunce, who has never been at 
school, nor opened a book besides the Fairy Talcs, 
provided liis outside be properly ornamented, is 
exactly upon a level with the most accoinplislicd 
gentleman. This grievance, Mr. I'itz-Adam, is no 
other than the j)ernicious custom of card- ])iay ing, 
which has of late so universally prevailed in all pri- 
vate families, as well as public assemblies. 

I am not considering ibis custom in its necessary 

VOL. XMX. L 
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consequences of destroying fortunes and constitu- 
tions, ruffling tempers, promoting quarrels, and oc- 
casioning almost infinite distresses and disquie- 
tudes ; for if taken singly in this point of* view, it is 
only hurtful to those who are tlie promoters of it, and 
is of littUi or no consequence to the rest of mankind, 
wlio arc not sharers in the evil. 

J must inform you, sir, that J am the father of an 
only son, to whom (as I have a large estate to leave 
him) 1 have given the most perfect education that 
this country can afldrd : and it is the highest satis- 
faction to me tliat none of my care has been throw n, 
away upon him. When he had finished his studies 
at the university, and perfected himself in town in 
all the necessary accomplishments of a young man 
of fashion, I sent him under the direction of a very 
excellent tutor, on his travels tlirough France, Italy, 
and Germany ; from which, after an absence of four 
years, he returned last wdntcr, improved beyond my 
utmost hopes. 

But, alas, sir ! wlien I expected to see him the 
admiration of all companies, and to have been 
every wliere congratulated on the happiness of hav- 
ing such a son, 1 found from the universal atten- 
tion to cards, that Jiis acquirements were totally' 
unnoticed, and that all the cost and trouble 1 had 
been at in his education, answered no other pur- 
pose than to make him company for liimself, and a 
few unfasliionabie friends who have no commerce 
with the w'orld. 

If this insatiable passion continues, it were as 
well if our public schools and universities w'ere 
abolished, and that travel and all other means of 
acquiring knowledge and refinen)ent were at once 
prohibited ; and in their places, other seminaries 
erected in this metropolis, and proper masters ap- 
pointed, lo instruct our children in the rudiments 
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uFBrag, Ciil)ba^i 5 f, and Lfuisqueiict, till they wwc 
ol a proper aj^e to Ktudy Whiyt, and llie other games 
of skill, at tlu’ academy of iNlr. Iloylc. By such a 
melliod our children would be trained up to make 
a ligurc in llie world, and their parents saved the 
trouble and expense oi' a useless education. 

1 wish, IMr. Fitz-Adam, you would give us your 
thoughts upon this matter, whicli will certainly be 
agreeable to the serious part *ur) oiir readers, and a 
great obligation to, 

Sir, 

Yofir v?osl humble rtrvanl, 

i\ Y. 

P. S. Since iny writing tlie above, I Iiave been 
looking over the first volume of tlio VVhiHM), and 
am sorry to find JMix Fitz-Adam ]]iiii>eli’ so very 
fashionable a man, as to countenance and recoiii- 
iTicnd with his pen th(‘ grievance 1 have been com- 
plaining of. In number VI I of your papers, you 
are pleased to express yourself in the following 
words : * 1 look upon cards as an innocent and 
useful amusement, calculated to interrupt the formal 
converKsations and private cabals of large compa- 
nies, and to give a man something to do, who has 
nothing to say.’ If I had been your adviser, Mr. 
Fitz-Adarn, the passage should have stood tlius : 
« I look upon CARDS as a senseless and pernicious 
amusement, calculated to interrupt the improving 
conversations and enlivening sallies of all compa- 
nies, and to level men of genius and undcrstavgling 
with fools and coxcombs.’ This is really the truth 
of the matter : and if you consider it as you ought, 
you will, J hope, retract your opinion as publicly as 
you have given ito 


Vonr,^, 
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The other letter is from a mother, complaining 
ol’ the untoward disposition of an only daughter. 

SIR ; 

I am a widow of five-and- thirty, with a hand- 
some jointure, and have refused many good offers 
for the sake of an only child, whom 1 have endea- 
voured to bring up in the most fashionable manner 
1 w^as able. She will have twelve thousand pounds 
to her fortune when she comes of age, and I have 
supported her at my own expense, that the interest 
of her portion may be added to the principal. • I 
assure you, sir, that I am not like other mothers of 
1113' youth and complexion, who, in order to appear 
younger than they really are, coniine their grown- 
up daughters at home for fear of being rivalled by 
them in public assemblies. I thank Heaven, I 4^vc 
Ik. njQcd of such arts ; for as often cis I go abroad 
wath mine, 1 am taken for lier sister; and I Jiave 
the pleasure of observing, that 1 have more civil 
things said to me by the men, than my daughter 
can ever hope for. Not that the girl is either ugly 
or aukward ; she is as tall too as her mother, and 
has been of a marriageable age this year or two, 
being complete fifteen the 12th of last March; but 
as a colonel in the guards was pleased to tell me a 
few nights ago at Ranclagh, I have a certain air and 
manner, that my daughter must quite despair of 
imitating. 

I mention these trifles, sir, to convince you that 
I IiiWe not the motive of other mothers for locking 
lip 1113’ daughter whenever I go abroad ; on the con- 
trary, I have carried her, at times, to all the polite 
assemblies in town ; but alas, sir 1 I cannot make 
her company for people of fashion. She will nei- 
ther play at cards with them, nor enter into the 
spirit of their conversation. She even pretends to 
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bJubh at (what she calls) the lihirtics I allow the 
men to take with me. She would not toast a s^ai- 
tirnent lor the world ; and for those dedicate double 
entendres, that so enliven all private companies, 1 
cannot for tlie life oi* me teacli her to undersiand 
them. I'o be sure the girl has nut so wliilc a skin 
as her mother, nor can she value herself upon that 
beautiful lull oC shoulders, and cicgance of neck, 
for which (1 may say it without vanii y) I was always 
admired. But then, Mr. I’itz-Ada n, those parts of 
lies person are not absolutely (xtious; tliough by 
pinning iier handkerchief constamiy under her chin, 
she ^v'Oldd make ever\ body believe so. 

1 have taken immense pains in lier education to 
fit her Ibr tlie world ; hut it is my nnsfortunc to sec, 
thatj||tVom an unaccountable perverseness of mind, 
she find rather shut herself up in her closet, poring 
upon the Spectators (which to *iny knowledge she 
has read twenty times over) than sit down to a 
card-table vvitli tlie iirst company in England, 
And yet the girl does not want understanding nei- 
ther ; nay, her uncle in the country, who is a cler- 
gyman and an arclulcaiMii, will have it that she is 
the most accomplished young lady this day in Eng - 
land. But what can a country parson know' of ur 
emniplishments ? We wdio live in the polite circle, 
arc certainly the best judges of those matters. Slu* 
plays well upon the music iudectl, and lias an iui- 
iiiense pretty voice : hut tlie misfortune is, that 
wlien she should be dressing for a rout, she is ellhcr 
practising a lesson, or singing a song; so tliat 1 
be Ibrced to go without her, or stay till tlie card- 
tables are all full. A lig for her acconiplisliments ! 
I am save they have almost broken my heart ; and 
1 verily believe 1 shall be temjiUd to many again, 
that I may have other children of more towavdl^ 
dispubitiony. It was but last alter S'peuU- 

L 
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ing the evening at cards, at the politest assembly in 
town (where I would gladly have taken her) that at 
my return home, I found her in her dressing-room, 
reading a sermon to her maid. 1 am by no means 
against sermons, Mi. Fitz-Adam; they do well 
enough at church ; and when they are enlivened by 
good company, 1 can endure them as well as any 
body ; but the morning is the time for those sort of 
things, and they ought never to interfere with more 
agreeable amusements. 

The girl has another whim too. You must khow 
she is naturally of a pale complcJtion ; and for all 
that I can say or do, I cannot prevail upon her to 
lay on a little red, even though she sees every da}^ 
how becoming it is to Me, who do not ij^eed it so 
much ; so that she goes into company like a(picrc 
ghost : but of wdiat sex, if it were not for her pet- 
ticoats, would be bard to determine ; for she is ab- 
solutely covered IVom head to loot. She had the 
sauciness to tell me the other day, that I w'anted her 
to dress and look like a woman of the town. 
1 would Iiave you dress and look like a woman of 
the world, Miss, says 1; but to your shame be it 
spoken, there are women of the town who are ca- 
pable of improving you. One may look like a wo- 
man of the town, though one would scorn to act 
like one. 

In this manner, Mr. Fitz-Adam, she talks and be- 
haves. I have threatened her often to expose her 
in the Would : but my immense tenderness for her 
lias prevailed over my resentment : and to confess 
the truth, I had no other intention when 1 drew up 
this letter, than only to read it to her, and friglitcii 
her out of her follies; but her behaviour upon the 
occasion determined me to send it, and to desire 
your publication of it. ‘ Lord, mamma,’ said she, 

‘ Mr. Fitz-Adam will think your ridiculing Yourself 
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and complimenting Me: for if I am really this kind* 
of girl, 1 shall be quite in love with myself Pray, 
madam, give me the letter, and I’ll carry it to Mr. 
Dodslc^’s with my own hands.’ ‘ No miss,’ says 
I, < a servant will be more punctual, 1 believe : and 
since you are so in love with your own character, it 
shall go this minute.’ 

Favour mo so far, sir, as to give it a place in your 
next Thursday’s paper ; and if you will tell her of 
lier absurdity, and how ill suited her bcluiviour is 
Ix^h to her education and her fortune, you will im- 
mediately oblige, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

M. C. 


N' 178. THURSDAY, MAY 27, 1756. 


Not long since, I met at St. .Tames’s coffee-house 
an old acquaintance of mine, sir Harry Prigg ; who 
Jiaving been long rusticated, and much altered, I 
should never have recollected, liad it not been for 
the information of a fine old coat, in which I re- 
membered him to have made a figure about town 
many years ago. After' the usual civilities had 
passed between us, amongst many other questions, 
he asked rnc when I had seen our old school-fellow, 
sir John Jolly ?* I answered that I had last summer 
spent some days with him at his country seat, in a 
manner which would have been highly agreeable to 
a person of a more fashionable turn, but w'as to me 
ratlier fatiguing from its excess of gaiety and hospi- 
tality, which, according to ray unpolite taste, were 
by no means consistent with the soft and serious 
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'pleasures of a rural retirement He said, lie per- * 
iectly agreed witli me in my sentiments, and pe.s>cd 
liis time in tlic country in conformity to them : his 
manner of life, ho was sure would exactly suit me, 
and obligingly begged 1 would make the experi- 
ment, adding that be sliould go down in a few days, 
and would carry me with him in his chariot. 1 ac^ 
cepted his invitation, not so much out of inclina- 
tion, as curiosity to see a new scene of country 
life, formed on principles so opposite to what I had ^ 
before experienced, and promised to attend iiim^at 
the time appointed. 

But first it will be proper to give some account 
of the birth, parentage, and education of riiy friend., 
He came young to his title and a small estate, and 
was soon after sent to the university ; v;here, his 
title absurdly giving him the rank of nobility, and 
his estate, though small, an allowance sufficient ' to 
support that rank at that place ; he there contracted 
an aftbetation of grandeur, and a pert kind of self- 
importance, which he has ever since retained, and 
which neither poverty nor solitude has been yet 
able to conquer. Having in two or three years ac- 
quired the usual advantages of that sort of educa- 
tion, such as the arts of sporting, toasting, billiards, 
and coachmanship, be came to London, entered 
into tlie gay world, and had address and (|ualifica- 
tions sufficient to introduce himself into what he 
still calls the best company ; that is, the company 
of smarts, bucks, jockeys, and gamesters. Nor was 
he deficient in jioint of gallantly ; for he soon com- 
menced an intrigue with the sister of one of these 
Ifis friends. W liether his intentions were at first 
honourable, is not perfectly clear; but he was 
quickly obliged to declare them so, being acquainted 
lliat a lady of her rank was not to be trifled with, 
and that he must either fight or marry ; the latter 
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of which he courageously chose, as being the most 
Haring action of the two. This lady liad more gen- 
tility than beauty, more beauty than understanding, 
more understanding than fortune, and a fortune 
about equal to her reputation. She was tall and 
well-shaped, carried lier head very high, and being 
the younger daughter of the younger son of the 
first cousin of an Irish baron, looked upon licvself 
as a woman of quality. In a little time sir Harry 
heartily .hated her tor compelling him to marry ; 
and she no less despised liim for being compelled ; 
so t[iat finding little happiness at home, tliey were 
obliged to seek it abroad at plays and routs, operas 
and gaming-tables, at no small expense. This 
could not continue long; so that before one winter 
was at an end, they discovered that the town-air 
would not agree with them, and so retired to their 
rountry-seot, about forty miles from London; whi- 
ther I shall now conduct ray reader. 

On the morning appointed, I attended early at 
their lodgings in town, where 1 found the post- 
chariot at the door, and my friend standing by it, 
with a long whip in his hand, ready to mount the 
box ; saying at the same time, that coachmen were 
such insolent and expensive rascals, there was no 
keeping them, and that therefore he always chose 
to be his own. In the parlour sat my lady, and 
colonel Maeshean, a gentleman who hud long been 
very intimate with sir Harry, and not less so with 
her ladyship ; and in the passage stood lier Frencli - 
woman, in a sack and long ruffles, with her arms 
full of band-boxes and bundles; whieli were no 
sooner dis{)osed of in various parts of the chariot, 
than my lady, and myself with a woman on a low 
stool at our feet, were stuffed into the little room 
that was left. Sir Harry mounted the box, his 
valet de chtlmbre rode by, and a snivelling foot^ 
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boy climbed up behind. Thus the whole family, 
with their baggage, and myself into the baigiiiiifl 
were conveyed without the expense of cither a 
stage coach or a waggon. 

Nothing passed during our journey worth relal," 
ing. Her ladyship spoke little, and that little was 
only complaints of her bad nerves, and ill state of 
health ; to which, having no expectation of a fee, 1 
paid little attention. They both declared that no- 
body but a carrier could dine at an inn, therefore 
they never stopped on the road : so w ith the assist- 
ance of a fresh pair of horses, that had come 
twenty miles that morning without a bait, about 
sun-set w e arrived at our journey’s end. The co- 
lonel got there before us, liaving rode post: for sir 
Harry fre{[uently declared to us both, that, though 
his friends were welcome, he never entertained 
their horses; that it was not the fashion of that 
country: neither my lord nor the duke of 
nor himself, did it. 

It w’as not long before the dinner made its ap- 
pearance: wdiich w'as so very genteel, that had it 
not been rendered uneatable by a bad affectation of 
Trench cookery, it would not have been half suf- 
ficient, after so many miles travelling, and so long 
fasting. At the conclusion wc had mead, whicli 
passed for tokay, and elder wine, which sir Harry 
swore was the best burgundy in England, and that 
be himself had imported it, in conjunction with a 
noble lord in the neighbourhood. Over a glass oi 
this, the cloth being removed, he informed us, ‘ that 
when the smoke of London, and the bad hours inci- 
dent to keeping good company, wmuld no longer agree 
with his own or his wife’s constitution, he had deter- 
mined to seek health and quiet in an elegant retire- 
ment. lie had been offered indeed a seat in par- 
liament, and a considerable employment ; but his 
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crazy constitution would not permit him to accept 
of the one, nor his sound principles of the other. 
Retirement was their object ; therefore all they 
dreaded was the horrible irruptions of a country 
neighbourhood; but this they had happily prevented, 
Jhat indeed on their first coming, every family 
within ten miles round, tormented them with their 
impertinent visits; but they returned none, af- 
fronted them all, and so got rid of them. ‘ Don’t 
you think we did right, niydearT turning to his 
wife. ‘ I think, answered she, in a surly and de- 
ject^ voice, that it is better to forget the use of 
one s tongue, than to converse with squires’ wives 
and parsons’ daughters.’ ‘ You are right, madam ; 
added the colonel, with an oath and a loud laugh,’ 

* for what can one learn in such damned company V 

* 'Ifo- morrow,’ says my friend, addressing himself to 
me, ‘ you sliall see that we want no company, and 
that wc can sufficiently amuse ourselves with build- 
ing and planting, with improvements and alterations, 
wliicli 1 dare say will be honoured with your appro- 
bation/ 

Accordingly the next morning, as soon as break- 
fast was finished, my lady and the colonel retired 
into Iier dressing-room to cribbage, and sir Harry 
and myself to reconnoitre the place. The house 
stands at the end of a dirty village, and close by it 
are a few tame deer, impounded in an orchard, to 
which he gives the pompous title of a park. Be- 
hind is a fen, which he calls a piece of water, and 
before it a goose-common, on which he bestows the 
name of a lawn. It was built in that deplorable 
a:ra of English architecture, which introduced high 
doors, long windows, small rooms, and corner 
chimnies; and of gardening, which projected gravel 
walks, dipt yews, and strait lined avenues, with a 
profusion of brick walls, iron pallisados, and leaden 
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images. Hut all these defects, and many others, he 
has now corrected by a judicious application ol' 
modern taste. His doors are so reduced, you can- 
not enter with your bat on ; and Ins windows so 
contracted, that yc’. have scarce light enough to 
find it, if you pull it off. In the midst ol* the front, 
one large bow-window is stuck on, resembling a 
piece of wliited-browii paper plastered on a broken 
nose ; and a great room is added behind to dine in, 
which, was it ever inhabited, would make all the 
little ones appear still less ; but liaving never yet 
been finished, for want both of cash and credit, it 
remains at present only a repository of broken 
china, a pair of back-gammon tables, and the 
children’s play-things. His brick walls are con- 
verted into chirnnies and ovens, and his yew-trees 
supply them with faggots : his iron-work is sold to 
the blacksmiths, and his heathen gods to the 
plumber, for the pious use of covering the parish 
church : his gravel walks are sown witli grass ; and 
he frequently repeats that frugal, yet genteel maxim, 
that sheep are the best gardeners. His horsepond 
being made serpentine, is become useless, lest it 
should be trod up ; and liis fences, being all Chinese, 
are no fences at all; the horses leaping over, and 
the bogs walking under them at their pleasure. 
The transplanted avenue is expiring in leafless pla- 
toons ; the kitclieii-garden, for c(j»nveniency, is re- 
moved two furlongs from theliouse ; and the kitchen 
itself unjustly turned out of doors, for smelling of 
victuals ; a crime of which it has ever been acquitted 
the voice of the whole country. 

When our survey was finished, our amusements 
were all at an end ; for within doors the pleasures 
both of society and solitude were equally wanting. 
Of our conversation 1 have given a specimen ; and 
books there were none, except a small one contain- 
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ing tunes for the French-horn, belonging to sir 
Harry ; and the third volume of Peregrine Pickle, 
and a mcthodist prayer-book, the property of her 
ladyship. I began now to wi^h for a little of my 
friend sir John’s hospitality, of which there was not 
here the least aj)pearancc. We heard not of a hu- 
man creature, excx'pt by their injuries and insults, 
not altogether indeed unprovoked ; for the pantry 
and the cellar, though usually empty, were always 
locked. Strong-beer there w^as none ; and the small, 
though nobody at home could drink it, was not 
suffered to be given way. The servants were al- 
ways out of humour, and frequently changing ; and 
tlie tradesmen wlio brought their bills, were paid 
only by a wrangle, or a draft on some tenant who 
owed no rent, 'riiere w^as not a neighbour very 
near except the parson of the parish, and alderman 
Grub, a rich citizen, who bad purchased a consider- 
able part of it from sir Harry. With these they 
lived in a state of perpetual hostilities : they quar- 
relled with the alderman for presuming to buy an 
estate which they wanted to sell ; and the parson 
quarrelled with them, because he was in possession 
of the only living in the gift of sir Harry, and the 
alderman had a much belter to dispose of. By the 
encouragement of these good neighbours, and their 
own ill-conduct, consisting of a strange mixture of 
insolence and avarice, of meanness and magnifi- 
cence, they w ere despised, persecuted, and affronted 
by all around them. Their pigs were w’orried, their 
poultry murdered, their dogs poisoned, their game 
destroyed, their liedges broke, and their hay-stacks 
set on fire. They were hissed and hooted at ; and 
now-and-then a great pair of horns were fixed on 
their gates ; an insult at which they were highly en- 
raged, but the meaning of wdiich neither sir Harry » 

VOL. XXIX. M 



WORLD. 


122 


Ko 179. 


Dor my lady, not even with the assistance of the co- 
lonel, could ever guess at. 

I soon grew weary of this land of contention and 
uneasiness ; and having recourse to the old excuse 
of urgent business, 1 took niy leave, and went post 
to town ; reflecting all the way with surprise on the 
ingenuity of mankind, to render themselves at once 
miserable and ridiculous; and lamenting that the 
happiness and innocence of rural life are now scarce 
any where to he found, but in pastorals and ro- 
mances. 


179. THURSDAY, JUNE 3, 175^ 


Jam never better pleased than wlien I can oblige 
a group of correspondents at once. This 1 am en- 
abled to do in iny paper of to-day. 

To Mr- Fitz-Adam. 

Sir; 

The expediency of people’s putting up hills at 
their doors, who have houses or lodgings to let, is 
so very apparent, that as often as I walk the streets 
of this metropolis, 1 wonder that the same practice 
has not prevailed in other instances, and that we do 
not see it written at every door, as often as there 
is occasion, Wanted a coachman, butler, cook, 
chambermaid, &c. By such a method the expense 
of public advertisements would be saved, and every- 
body accommodated in the most expeditious man- 
ner. 

But I would by no means confine these bills to 
lodgers and servants ; there are other wants which 
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roper to signify in the same manner. Thus for in- 
stance, at the door of an attorney or solicitor, it 
would not be amiss if we were to read in large let- 
ters, Wanted lloueshj. At the door of a new bene- 
ficed parson, Wanted IlmniliU/. At the garret win- 
dow of a poet or author, Wanted a Dinner^ At the 
door of a man of quality. Wanted Credit, At tin.' 
door of a patriot, Wanted a Place, At the door of 
a bishop, Wanted a House at Lambeth, And at the 
doors of all great men, Wanted Sineeritij. 

^ By this method the wants of all mankind would 
130 known, and in all probability be relieved more 
expeditiously than by any other means. 

If you give tliis proposal a place in your paper^ 
you wall oblige the public in general, and in parti- 
cular, 

Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

C. L, 

Mr, Fitz-Adam ; 

The following advertisement has lately fallen into 
my hands : and 1 believe, with a few of your obser- 
vations upon it, it might furnish some entertain- 
ment for the public, as you have already made some 
very just remarks upon servants, in your paper of 
the first of January last. 

I am, Sir, 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

‘ The grooms of the chambers, butlers, and 
other servants of persons of quality, concerned in 
card money, are desired to meet at the society’s 
quarterly meeting place, St. James’s, on ]■ rid ay the 
J2th of this instant March, at nine in the morning, 
to take under consideration the further duty said 
to be intended to be laid on cards. 
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‘ Note^ It is desired, that no gentleman, Sic, be- 
longing to noblemen or others, will enter into any 
agreement witli their ladies, as to card-money, Sic., 
till after this meeting. The servants of citizens and 
tiadesinen, whose mistresses keep routs, may attend 
if they think proper. 

‘ Tlie best of teas, French rolls and butter, will 
be provided on the occasion. 

To the Al’thok of the World. 


Sir ; , 

1 am married to a haberdasljer of small-wares at 
the court end of the town ; and with Heaven’s help 
and my own, my husband has been able to lay up a 
few hundreds for our two girls, who are all the chil- 
dren we have. They both serve in the shop every 
day in the week but Thursday, when I have a little^ 
assembly in the dining-room, where we amuse our- 
selves with u pack of cards. 

Now" you must know, sir, that ray husband is very 
rnucli oifended at this, and is telling me twenty^ 
times a day that his customers are neglected, and the 
bu^incss of the shop standing still from my fooleries 
as he calls them. I do not deny, sir, that these as- 
semblies on a week-day are a little inconvenient to 
us, and therefore 1 have some thoughts of changing 
them to Sunday. To be sure a Sunday’s assembly 
would be peifectly agreeable on many accounts. 
Ill the first place, it would interfere with no sort of 
business. Secondly, it would be much genteeler. 
Thirdly, I should see a great deal more company ; 
and fourthly, my husband and the prentice would 
then be at leisure to attend the tea-table. But I 
have one doubt about the matter, which is, that 
there are envious people in the world, who might 
possibly give out that I am setting up for a person 
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of fashion ; for it is a notion they liave got, that 
none but people of fashion should have routs on a 
Sunday. At present 1 am undetermined in this af- 
fair, and am resolved to continue so, till I have your 
opinion ; which 1 beg you will give me as soon as 
possible ; and 

I am, SiK, 

Your ver^ humble servant y 

Maky Tape. 

^ In answer to Mrs. Tape, I freely confess that she 
has more substantial reasons for having lier rout on 
a Sunday than an}^ lady I know : and whenever I 
give my assent to card meetings on that day, she 
shall certainly be indulged. 

Mr. Fitz-Adam ; 

1 have lately made a discovery, which, for the 
good of mankind, 1 hope you will permit me to 
make public by the means of your paper. 

J must inform you that by the death of an aunt, 
1 am lately come to the possession of a fine old ma- 
nor-house in the country, Avhich on my going thi- 
ther with my family to i*eside, I found so over-run 
with rats, that we were in danger of being devoured 
by them. You may be sure 1 left nothing untried 
to rid the house of them ; but they balHod the at- 
tempts of the rat-catchers, and continued to in- 
crease rather than diminish; till all at once, they 
vanished of their own accord, and never visited me 
afterwards, 1 was very much puzzled to account 
for this strange desertion : and it was not till near 
a fortnight had elapsed that I was let into the secret 
by a very uncommon and ofibnsive smell, that pro- 
ceeded from the door ol’ an old lumber room. I 
iminediatcl}^ entered it, and saw a multitude of rats 
lying dead upon the floor. On examining into the 
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cause, I cast my eyes upon a little drawer, which I 
remembered to have left open in my search after 
some papers of my aunt, and that it was filled with 
various sorts of quack medicines, such as pills, 
powders, ointments, and other things, for which she 
had the highest veneration. This drawer, which 
was quite full when I opened it, was now almost 
empty ; which sufficiently convinced me that I was 
indebte d for my deliverance to these medicines ; 
but 1 was cautious of asserting it, till 1 bad tried 
the experiment. For this purpose 1 procured of ^ 
rat-catclicr half a dozen live rats; to each of which 
1 gave a different medicine. In half an hour and 
three minutes, two of my patients died in convul- 
sions ; the rest were thrown into profuse swx’ats, vo- 
miting and purging to so violent a degree, that they 
survived their companions but three quarters of an 
hour, and then gave up the ghost in the same con- 
vulsions. 

I was highly pleased with this experiment, as it 
taught me the real use of these excellent medicines; 
and it is w ith great pleasure that 1 take this oppor- 
tunity of recommending them to all captains ol 
ships, malstcrs, meal-men, and farmers, and to 
those gentlemen and ladies who live in old 
houses. 

1 am, Sir, 

Yoi^r constant reader^ and humble servant ^ 

G. H. 

P. S. By a second experiment, I have discovered 
that one of these pills, pounded or crumbled, will 
destroy twenty mice. They may also be of excel- 
lent use in thinning a poor family of young chil- 
dren, being thus pounded or bruised, and spread in 
small quantities upon their bread and butter. 
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I shall conclude this paper with a very ingenious 
little piece, which is just now communicated to me 
hy my good friend Mr. Dodsley, and which shows 
what an agreeable and elegant use a man of taste 
and memory may make of his reading. It was 
thrown together by a member of a society of gen- 
tlemen, who meet once a year to celebrate the birth- 
day of Sliakspcare, and is as follow^s : 

ON THE 

BlllTH-DA Y 

OF 

S IIA K S P E A R E, 

A CENTO. 

TYKEM rilOM Ills WORKS. 

Natura ipsn valerc, ct mentis virihus cxcitariy 
ci quasi quodatn divino spiritu (tjflari. 

ClCXRO. 

^ Peace io this meeting, 

Joy and fair time, health and good %vishes. 

Notv, tvorthy friends, the cause tvhy tve arc met, 

Is in celebration of the day that gave 
Immortal Shakspeaiie to this favour d isle; 

The most replenished sweet work cf nature. 

Which from the prime cicalion eer she f rani d. 

O thou divinest nature! how thyself thou hlason'si 
In this thy son! form'd in thy prodigality. 

To hold thy mirror up, and give the time 
Its very form and pressure! When he speaks 
Each aged ear plays truant at his tales. 

And younger hearings are quite ravished ; 

So voluble is his discourse— ^Gentle 
As zephyr blowing underneath the violet, 

Not wagging its sweet head — Yet as rough, 

(His noble blood enchaff'd) as the rude wind, 
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That hif the top doth tah: the fnoiintnijf pincj 
Ami make him .sloop to ih' vale — ’2V.v ’i\:o)i({vrJul 
That an invisihlc insiinci tslumld frame him 
To loi/alf y, unlearn d ; honour uiiianoftt ; 

Civilili/, not seen in other ; knoV'lc(l}:^c 
Thai vdldlif groTv.s in him, hut yields a crop 
As if it had been soxen. IV hat a piece ofieorL / 
Hoxrt noble, in faculty ! Infinite in reason ! 

A combination and a form indeed. 

Where exf ry god did seem to set his se.aL 
Ileaxnt has him noxv — Yet let our idolatrous fancy 
Still sanctify his relies ; and this day 
Stand aye distinguisldd in the kalendar 
To ike Iasi syllable of recorded time : 

For iftve iaie him but for all in all 
iVe ncer shall look upon his like again. 


180. TIIUllSDAY, JV SI] 10, 1 ):>6. 

To Mr. Titz-Adam. 

Sir ; 

\oi} have reading ami experience enoiigli to know, 
that some of the greatest ornaments and conve- 
niencies of life o\;e their rise to inconsiderable be- 
ginnings; and on the contrary, that little abuses and 
mistakes, by coutinuai rejietitions and aggrava- 
tions, have grown into calamities, wbich have se- 
verely exercised, as well the wisdom, as the patience 
of mankind. In this light it is hoped the following 
petition will be considered. It was not drawn up 
barely to amuse your readers for tive or six mi- 
nutes, but with a view to very important conse- 
quences that may possibly be derived from it. Your 
labours sulhciently intimate that you consider your 
species as one great family, of sybich you are a 
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member, and consequently under an obligation to 
countenance every thing that has a tendency to* its 
advancement. It is for that reason application is 
made to you. 

I am. Slit, 

Your constant reader and hmnhlc sermni, 

THE 

H TJ ]\f B L E PETITION 

OF 

ALL THE LETTERS IN THE ALPHABET, 
Except E and O, 

SftEWETII, 

J’hat your petitioners cannot, without great vio- 
feiKT to their modesty, insist upon any thing that 
/nay reflect honour u])on themselves ; but the ne- 
cessity of the case will plead their excuse; and 
therefore they beg leave most humbly to represent, 
that in conjunction with E and O, they have been 
for many ages, in a great pait of the world, the only 
support of the whole intercourse of human life. 
By them men have been enabled to converse when 
they meet, and to communicate their thoughts to 
each other at any distance. By them the social vir- 
tues exist, are multiplied and improved, to a degree 
not easily conceived by those who,, cither from ig- 
norance, or a too constant familiarity, are apt to 
contract a sort of contempt for objects of the 
greatest use. 

The body which your petitioners almost entirely 
compose, is known to consist of but few indivi- 
duals ; and the business they are employed in is in- 
finite: yet no transaction has ever suffered from 
any defect in them. Under proper direction, they 
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never fail to execute vrhat is intended, though in 
the course of their service, circumstances frequently 
occur of the nicest and most delicate nature. By 
their intervention contending princes dispute their 
claims of empire. Upon them depend divines, 
statesmen, lawyers, aiid physicians ; all professions, 
all trades ; and with their assistance the beggar asks 
his alms. An influence more extensive, more uni- 
versal, is hardly to be imagined : so many and so 
great arc the purposes answ^ered by your petitioners: 
a society that docs more honour to the species, than 
all others put together. • 

But the utility and importance of your petitioners 
have, for their Ibundation, a perfect harmony and 
good understanding among themselves ; inasmuch 
as the least disscjision may prove ol* fatal conse- 
quence : for should any one of them withdraw his 
assistance from the rest, their activity, which qua- 
lifies them for all employments, would in a moment 
cease, and they must become, in tlie strictest sense 
of the words, dead letters. 

Nevertheless so it is, that certain persons, cither 
ilirough folly or perverseness, have opened a door 
to discord, an enemy ever upon the watch and that 
must inevitably prevail, if a speedy and effectual 
stop be not put to a practice, winch has for many 
years had its favourers in the greatest and most po- 
lite assembly of this metropolis. A thousand wit- 
nesses might he produced to prove, tl)at at every 
Bid otto, part of the company is seated at a round 
table, which has a hollow moveable circle in the 
middle, with a declivity from tlie centre, and its 
circurnforenco divided into little separate cavities or 
cells, dii-tingui^hed by the letters E and O, ])laccd 
over them alternately : the hollow circle is put in 
motion, and a small ivory^ hall throwai upon it in a 
contrary direction ; after several turns, the inclina- 
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tion of the surface carries the ball down towards 
the cavities prepared for its reception, in one of 
which, having rebounded several times, it at last 
rests, and the parties concerned in this interesting 
event succeed or fail, as they cliance to have chosen, 
or not, the letter under which the ball happens to 
settle. 

Now, sir, the grievance complained of by your 
petitioners is, that the game should be wholly and 
absolutely governed by E and O, and derive its 
name from those letters alone. All impartial judges 
will^ acknowledge the preference to be an undue one, 
since all your petitioners are equally qualified for the 
service, ready to undertake it, and have spirit enough 
to claim a share in the honour. 

There is indeed, and there must of necessity be, 
a precedence in the order of the alphabet ; but this 
lias never yet been understood to denote any supe- 
rior excellence ; and granting it did, the two asso- 
ciates in powTr cannot avail themselves of that 
circumstance, because all who know their letters, 
and are capable of counting not quite twenty, will 
find the former of them in the fifth, and the latter 
in the fourteenth place. Like other favourites 
therefore, they have been advanced, not for their 
merit, but altogether from caprice. 

The disadvantages of this practice are evident to 
all. The few who arc wdl established in reading, 
by a perpetual and close attention to E and O only, 
may entirely forget your petitioners, and by that 
means lose all the advantages of a learned education. 
As to the many? who have every thing to learn, the 
danger is, that not one of them will be prevailed on 
to go a stej) beyond O, which must absolutely defeat 
those expectations which the public may have formed 
from the rising generation. 

The remedy for these evils is however easy and 
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certain : it is only to have the letters over the cavi- 
ties made to slide on and off*, and to provide a 
complete alphabet ot* them ; then, beginning with 
A and B, let them govern for a certain time ; next 
C and I) are to preside, and in this manner a regu- 
lar rotation is to take place. I’he use of this con- 
trivance must be obvious to every body, as a thou- 
sand things might be taught in this way, which 
it would be hopeless to attempt in any other 
whatsoever. 

Your petitioners, submitting the premises to your 
consideration, humbly pray such relief, as to 3 'our 
great wisdom shall seem meet. 

A. B. 

C. D. 

R G. 

n. 1. 

K. L. 

M. N. 

l>. Q. 

R. S. 

I\ U. 

W. X. 

V. Z. 


N‘ 181. THURSDAY , JUNE 17, 1750. 

It has been remarked by certain wise philosophers, 
that men are strangely apt to err in their notions 
of good and evil, virtue and vice. They tell us that 
we have no adequate idea of those words, but are 
continually mistaking and confounding them, calling 
good evil, and evil good, virtue vice, and vice vir- 
tue. One of these philosophers has very lately 
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discovered that the contentions, misfortunes, and 
miseries of mankind are wholly owing to govern- 
ment and laws, and that a state of anarchy and 
confusion, where the weak are at the mercy of the 
strong, and the simple of the cunning, is the only 
state of concord, security, and happiness. 

Another of these philosophers, who seems ratJicr 
inclined to new model governmeiits, than totall}^ to 
subvert them, has proved to the satisfaction of mul- 
titudes, that fraud, luxury, corruption, and all the 
catalogue of vices (as men are mistakenly pleased 
tcwcall them ) are tlje only means to make a com- 
munity great, flourishing, and happy ; and on the 
contrary, that frugality, temperance, continence, 
and tlie like, which arc vulgarly termed virtues, 
tend finally to its destruction. 

For my own part, 1 was not philosopher enough 
in my youth to investigate these deep truths ; and 
now I am old, I find myself so bigolted to former 
opinions, as not easily to perceive that rapes, mur-»- 
ders, and adulteries, arc beneficial to sociefy, or 
that a state of nature is better calculated for llic 
preservatipn of property, or the ease, peace, and 
happiness of mankind, than government and laws. 
But lest it should be said of me, that from the 
peevishness and obstinacy of age, I am shutting 
eyes against the liglit, 1 will freely confess that 1 am 
lately become a convert to some other opinions, 
which I formerly held in equal disesteem. I had 
long accustomed myself to look on Gaming as a 
vice ; and as such 1 have frequently treated it in 
the course of these papers : but I am now fully con- 
vinced of my error, and that I ought to have con- 
sidered it as a national virtue, and productive of 
more advantages to society than any other what- 
soever. That my readers may entertain the same 
opinion, 1 shall here present them with a letter 

VOL. XXIX. N 
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which I have lately received from a very ingenious 
correspondent, whose reasoning upon this subject 
is too conclusive to be opposed. 


To Mi\ Fitz-Adam. 


Sir ; 


I hope you will not think it inconsistent witli the 
manner in which you have proposed to conduct 
your paper, to lay before the public the coinplaiiUs 
of your correspondents, relating to that part of the 
world you more immediately preside over ; espe- 
cially as you have declared your design to interpose, 
whenever the critical emergencies of your country 
shall require your assistance. 

You, who are acquainted with public proceed- 
ings, must have taken notice of the additional taxes 
that have been laid upon cards and dice ; by which 
it is justly apprehended, that the profits arising 
from the honourable occupations dependent thereon 
will be greatly impeded. Whatever si^tisfaction 
gloomy and splenetic minds (always disposed to 
anticipate the ruin of the kingdom) may express, 
I assure you, I cannot help considering this affair 
with the most painful concern ; and 1 doubt not my 
reasons will be equally convincing to you. 

At a time when the perfidious enemies of our 
country have rendered all foreign trade precarious 
and uncertain, to what happier resources can we fly 
than the commerce of game ? By what means is the 
circulation of money, the life and spirit of trade, 
more speedily promoted I What other business can 
boast of such large returns? and (with honour be 
it mentioned) what debts in any other kind of com- 
merce are more punctually discharged? How 
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strongly do the various fluctuations of fortune 
inculcate fortitude, courage, resignation, and a 
noble contempt of death ! virtues for which the 
proficients in this science have been greatly re- 
nowned. What better method could be found out 
for humbling the grandeur, and diminishing the 
over-grown revenues of our nobility and gentry, 
than by blending their manners and fortunes with 
the lowest of their fellow creatures ? Nor is it the 
least praise of this profession, that the fair sex are 
qualified to make a figure in it, and to exert those 
fi^n iking talents wliich we seem so solicitous to ex- 
clude from many of the arts of life. By a constant 
application to gaming, they gradually wear off the 
killing brightJiess of those eyes, and the overpower- 
ing splendor of those charms, which would otlicr- 
wise be destructive to many thousands of mankind. 
J fence they are taught kindness and condescension, 
and rendered graciously accessible to the company 
and caresses of every adoring swain. 1 might ob- 
serve farther, that while the merchant and tradesman 
are contracting a narrow avaricious turn of mind, 
a haughty contempt, and a supercilious air, the 
gallant spirits who have espoused this genteel com- 
merce, acquire an engaging freedom of conversation, 
a boundless generosity of nature, and an inimitable 
politeness of manners. 

If the political advantages of gaming are de- 
manded of me, I answer, that it secures our monej^ 
in the kingdom, and keeps it in perpetual circula- 
tion. Can there be a more convincing demonstra- 
tion of the dangerous consequences of foreign trade, 
than that the riches of the kingdom are exhausted 
by it, and the national current wealth, according to 
the opinion of some wise calculators, reduced from 
forty inillions to twelve ? not to mention the im- 
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portation of the various follies, fashions, and poi- 
sons, which expose, infatuate, and destroy so many 
of our deluded countrymen. Can any other argu- 
ment be necessary to procure an unlimited indul- 
gence to a commerce, from whence so many advan- 
tages spring, and which is so evidently conducive 
to the public good ? 

If it sliould be objected, that many persons of 
plentiful incomes are reduced to poverty by gaming, 
I should be glad to know what employments in life 
are totally exempted from misfortune, and how 
many bankrupts arc recorded in our public chro- 
nicles, who despairing to rise in the world by the 
vulgar method of trade, have had recourse to this 
genteel profession, and quickly retrieved their 
fortunes? 

It would be easy to mention many more circum- 
stances in praise of so noble a commerce, if it was 
in the least necessary : 1 doubt not of the concur- 
rence of all men of genius and spirit in these my senti- 
ments ; and I hope the legislature will henceforward 
look with favour on an art, in wliich the politeness, 
the morals, tlic constitution, and the riches of this 
kingdom are so greatly concerned ; and instead of 
discouraging it with severe taxes, and heavy bur- 
thens, will contribute every thing to its advance- 
ment. To this end 1 cannot present you with a 
better proposal, than ‘ that all those who can 
bring sufficient proof of their having lost from one 
thousand to one liundred thousand pounds, shall be 
maintained at the public expense, and rewarded 
for their patriotism, in sacrificing their fortunes so 
disinterestedly for the good of their country.’ 

If you shall please to communicate these thoughts 
to the public, and recommend them by some argu- 
ments of your own, 1 shall think you that friend of 
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the world you pretend to be, and may possibly give 
you some future advices, which may not be un- 
worthy your notice. 

I am, Sill, 

Your sincere friend^ 

and hearty admirer^ 

Jack Lovelox^ 


N" 182. THUllSDAY, JUNE 24, 1756. 


A VERY facetious friend of mine was observing 
the other day, that he could always discover witli 
great certainty the shape, height, and complexion 
of any man’s wife in company, by calling for his 
toast. If he gives you a lean woman, depend upon 
it, says he, his wife is a fat one; or if he drinks his 
bumper to a beauty of fine height and complexion,, 
3 ’ou may safely conclude that the lady at home is 
little and swarthy, and so on: for, continues he, 1 
Iiave ever found it to be true, that when a man has 
been married a full half year, he will be the con- 
stant admirer of all other women, in proportion as 
they difter from his own wife. 

1 wish with all my heart there w^as no colour of 
truth in this remark ; but I am afraid that the wives 
of the generality of men, like their other possessions, 
are apt to pall a little upon their hands. Fine for- 
tunes, fine houses, fine gardens, and fine equipages, 
bring but little enjoyment to their owners ; insomuch 
that we are every day breaking the tenth com- 
mandment, by coveting oar neighbour's house y our 
neighbours xvij'c^ or any thing that is our neighbours* 

. N 3 
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Whence this perverseness of mankind arises, I 
will not take upon me to determine. My friend, 
who never thinks enough to perplex himself, lays 
the fault upon human nature. He asserts that men 
are in every respect just what they were intended 
to be, and that we have the same reason to be 
angry wMlh a bear for not being a man; as with a 
man, for having the imperfections of one. 

That we arc frail by nature is too certain a truth ; 
but the comfort is, that He who made us so does 
not expect perfection from us, and will pardon 
errors that do not proceed from wilful corruption, 
and obstinate disobedience. 

There is a humorous fable of the ancients upon 
the general frailty of mankind, wliicbasi have never 
seen in English, I have ventured to modernize and 
translate I’or the entertainment of my readers. 

‘ Jupiter, after lie had seized the throne of 
Saturn, conquered the Titans, and made the uni- 
verse his own, left the government of this lower 
world, and the affairs of mankind, to the inierior 
deities. Each had his separate votaries, and no 
one was to interfere in the department of another. 
Mars was captain-general of the soldiery of all 
nations, Neptune was lord higli admiral, ilacchus 
presided over clubs and festivals, Mercury over 
trade, Apollo over wit arid physic, Minerva over 
learning, Venus and the Graces over beauty, Juno 
over marriage, Diana over chastity, and so on. 

‘In the first ages of the world the affairs of men 
seemed to be in a very flourishing condition ; but 
the face of things began gradually to change, till at 
last a general depravity prevailed over the face of the 
whole earth. The gods, finding themselves unequal 
to the task imposed upon them, and angry with 
mankind, petitioned Jupiter to take the govern- 
ment of them into his own hands ; but he frowned 
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at tlieir request, commanding them to proceed as 
they had begun, and leave the consequences to 
himself. The deities, perplexed at their repulse, 
convened a council among themselves, in which it 
was agreed that they should draw up a second peti- 
tion to Jupiter, that for the better undcTsiandiiig 
the nature of mankind, they should have leave to 
pay a visit to the world, and to take upon them for 
a time the several natures of their votaries. Jupiter 
laughed, and consented to their petition, but vvitli 
this particular limitation, that tliey should be en- 
tirely divested of supernatural powers, and that as 
they were to y^ersonate mortals, they should be 
subject to their frailties. 

* The deities consented to the will of Jupiter, 
and having deliberated on the several parts they 
were to act, made their descent upon the earth. 
Mars bought himself a pair of colours iu the guards, 
and being a gay, handsome young fellow, and a 
great favourite of the ladies, was quickly advanced 
10 the command of a company. His equipage was 
the most splendid that could he imagined ; he 
dressed, danced, gamed, and swore to the utmost 
perfection ; he knocked down watchmen and con- 
stables, drew his sword upon chairman and waiters, 
laughed at the parsons, bilked whores and hackney- 
coachmen, cheated taylors and lacemen, stormed 
towns at every tavern, and saluted at the head of 
his company with inimitable grace. But liaving 
unfortunately seduced the wife of his friend, and 
being called out on the occasion, he chose to de- 
cline fighting, and was broke for cowardice. 

‘ Neptune was a hardy rough tar, and got early 
the command of a sixty-gun shiy). He attacked 
the trade of the enemy with great intrepidity, and 
took prizes of immense value. His prudence was 
equal to his courage ; inasmuch as his ship was 
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never known to suffer by the enemy s shot, or a 
man to die on hoard her of a violent deatfi. l>uJ. as 
Neptune was now no morctfian a man, and there/bru 
liable to error, he had the misl’ortune to mistake; 
his Admirars signal to attack, lor a signal to slicer 
ofF, and happening to have no interest at court, war 
disabled from service, and sent to live upon liis 
foi'tune. 

‘ Bacchus was a country scpiire, and a great 
sportsman; begot drunk every tlay, and debauched 
all the wives and daughters of his tenants and 
neighbours ; till being reduced by his extravagance, 
and driven to various shifts, he at last drew beer 
in a night-cellar to hackncy-coachmen and street- 
walkers. 

‘ Mercury was a linen-draper in the city, and 
acquired a plentiful fortune by being three times 
a bankrupt ; but liappcning to be discovered in a 
fourth attempt, he was stript of all his wealth, and 
very narrowly escaped hanging. lie was afterwards 
captain of a gang ol‘ thieves, and at last recalled to 
heaven from the condemned Iiold in Ni vvgate. 

* Apollo commenced mortal in the cliaractcr 
of a physician, and so peopled tlie shiidcs of FIntci 
with souls, tliat the boat of Charon became crazy by 
their wx’ight. Jupiter grew incensed at his murders, 
and commanded liim to begin the world again in a 
more innocent calling. Apollo obeyed, and became 
a wit. He composed loose sonnets and [)lays ; he 
libelled the good, flattered the bad, blaspliemed the 
gods, and was patronised by the great : but unhap- 
pily standing in need of their assistance, they with- 
drew their favours, and left him to starve in a gar- 
ret on the bounty of the booksellers, 

‘ Minerva was a lady of fine parts and learn- 
ing, but a great slattern. She never stuck a pin in 
her clothes, nor changed them till they wore out. 
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Her linen was stained with ink, her hair uncombed 
her petticoats falling off, her stockings full of holes, 
and her feet slip-shod. She talked in syllogisms, 
wrote in heroics, and married her footman. 

‘ Venus, who while a goddess had alwa^^s a han- 
kering after mortal flesh and blood, was highly 
pleased with this descent upon earth. She assumed 
the form of a beautiful girl of fourteen, took lodgings 
in Covent Garden, and dealt out her favours libe- 
rally to all visitors. Her state of mortality was so 
suited to her inclinations, that heaven and the god- 
^fiSSes were never thought of, till the loss of her nose 
made her sigh for immortality. 

‘ Diana was a great prude all day, but had her 
Kndymions by moon-light, it is reported of lier, 
that she was eleven times brought to bed, without 
being able once to give the least probable guess at 
the lather of the child. 

< Of Juno it is only said, that she scolded seven 
Imsbands to death ; and of the graces, that they 
were exceeding neat girls till they married, and 
sluts afterwards. 

‘ Having staid the limited time upon earth, they 
were all summoned to heaven in their human forms 
and habits, to make their appearance before the 
throne of Jupiter. Mars and Neptune made a tole- 
rable figure, but looked a little shy. Bacchus had a 
blue apron on, and a string of pewter pots thrown 
across his shoulder. Mercury appeared fettered and 
hand- cuffed ; he had a woollen cap upon his head, 
a nosegay in his hand, and a halter about his neck. 
Apollo was full-drest in a suit of rusty black, a tyc- 
wig, a silver hilted-svvord, roll-up stockings, deep 
ruffles, but no shirt : his features were begrimed 
with snuff, and his mouth crammed with tobacco. 
As Minerva approached to make her curtsy, Jupi- 
ter Jield his nose, and beckoned her to keep aloof, 
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telling her that for the future he would have no 
learned ladies upon earth. Venus held her fan be- 
fore her face, till Jupiter commanded her to uncover. 
He then inquired after her nose, and asked if the 
gin she had drank that morning was right Holland s, 
Diana complained much of a dropsy ; upon which 
Jupiter laughed, and promised to send Lucina to 
cure her ; adding, that he hoped she had good times. 
Juno looked angry at not being first taken notice of, 
which upon Jupiter’s observing, he gave her a gra- 
cious nod, and assured her that every one of her 
husbands was quiet in Elysium. The Graces w’qulLjI,. 
have apologized for their dishabille, but Jupiter 
prevented them, and told them with a smile that he 
would have no marriages in heaven. He then re- 
stored them all to their divinitie'S, and after ridicul- 
ing and rebuking thorn for their munnurings and 
curiosity, dismissed them to their several charges, 
telling them that they were now enabled to make 
allowances for the frailties and impel feet ions of hu- 
man nature, having experieneed in their own per- 
sons, that he had peopled the world with ]Mkn, and 
not Go ns.’ 


183. THURSDAY, JULY 1, 1756. 


It was with great satisfaction that 1 attended to the 
declaration of war against France, having for above 
a twelvemonth jiast been sensibly hurt in my own 
private property by the people of' that nation. Vet 
injured as 1 w as, 1 concealed my resentment while 
there was the least expectation of peace, that it 
might not be said of me, 1 had contributed, by 
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any con:ij)laints of my own, to the involving my 
country in u hazardous ami expensive war. 

Every-body knows, that till witliin these two years, 
or theieubouts, it was a general fashion for the la~ 
dies to wear hair upon their heads ; and 1 liad piqued 
inyscirnot a little on the tlioughts that these my pa*- 
pers laid been ol* considerable service towards curE 
ing the said hair. I had indeed loi)g ago discovered, 
that very fen' ladies of condition could spare tiihe 
and aitcntioit enough from the various avocations 
of dress, visiting, assemblies, plays, operas, llanelagh, 
Vauxliail, to read over a paper that contained 
no less than six pages in folio ; but as tlie demand 
for the Woiii.D was still very considerable, 1 con- 
tented niysell‘ wdth knowing that 1 was every week 
adorning their heads, though I could not be permit- 
ted to improve their understandings ; and it was a 
particular pleasure to me in ail ])ubiic assemblies, to 
think that the finest faces tliere wore indebted to the 
goodness ol'niy paper for setting them off. So long 
as the fashion of hair continued (and to say the 
truth, I never so much as dreamed that it w\as so 
soon to change) 1 depended on the custom of the 
fair and j)olite ; but by the instigation of French 
hair-cutters, whom the ministers of their monarque 
have sent to this metropolis in pure spite to me, the 
ladies have been prevailed on to cut their hair close 
to their temples, to t^e great diiniijution of the sale 
of these })apers. 

It was formerly a very agreeable amusement to 
me to look in at Mr. Dodsley’s on a Thursday 
morning, and observe the great demand for tliese 
my lucubrations ; but thougli the same demand con- 
tinues among the men, 1 have frequently the mor- 
tification of hearing a smart footman delivering a mes- 
sage in the shop, « that his lady desires Mr. Dodsky 
will send her in no more Worlds, for that she has 
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cut ofF her hair, and shall have no occasion for 
them any longer.’ 

Nobody will, I believe, make the least doubt that 
my principal view in this work was to amend the 
morals and improve the understandings of my fel- 
low-subjects ; but I will honestly confess, that ever 
since the conimencement of it, I have entertained 
some distant hopes of laying up a fortune sufficient 
to“ support me in my old age ; and as money is at so 
low an interest, I intended making a small purchase 
in some retired and pleasant part of England, that I 
might have devoted my labours to the cultivatifljj^ 
of land, after having weeded men’s minds of what- 
ever clioaked the growth of virtue and good man- 
ners. This I do not yet despair ofcdlccting, as I am 
not without hopes, that while we are at open war 
w^ith France, the ladies will conceive such a dislike 
to the fashions of their enemies, as to let their hair 
grow again. If this cannot speedily be brought 
about, 1 must be forced to apply to the ministers 
for some lucrative employment, in return for that 
indulgence and complaisance which I have at all 
times shown them. It is impossible for me to con- 
ceive that my merits have been overlooked, though 
they have been hitherto unrewarded ; and I make no 
kind of doubt that I need only present myself at 
their levees, to be asked what post I would choose. 
They do not want to be assured that 1 am as will- 
ing as able to a.^sist them in fill emergencies ; or, 
which is still better, to vindicate their conduct 
against all opposers, to stifle clamours in their birth, 
to convert fears to hopes, complaints to approba- 
tion, tand faction to concord. 

But as 1 do not at present recollect any particu- 
lar post of honour and profit that would better suit 
me than another, and knowing that the abusers of an 
administration are first to be provided for, 1 am 
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willing to accept of a handsome sum of money, till 
something else may be done : or if a seat in parlia- 
ment with a proper qualification, be thought neccs- 
SLUy for me, I entirely actjuiesce, as my eloquence in 
the house must he of signal service in all critical 
ct>n junctures. It would also be perfectly agree- 
able tci» mo, if tlie government were to take oft’weckly 
iwent}’^ or thirty thousand of my papers, and circu- 
late them among their friends ; or if* they objeef to 
such an expense, and should discovcr*no inclina- 
tion to oblige me in any of the particulars above- 
'^^entioned, I humbly intreat, tliat in lieu of the de- 
predations made upon me by the French hair-cutters, 
and in consideration of my firm attachment to his ma- 
jesty’s family and government, orders he immediately 
issued from the lord steward s offiqe, the board of 
green-cloth, or elsewhere, that henceforward all the 
tarts, pyes, pastry, and confectionary of any kind 
whatsoever, appertaining to his majesty’s household, 
be constantly baked upon these papers. This would 
bo making me sufficient amends, and greatly en- 
courage me to continue this uscfld work, till a per- 
fect library might be made of it, which otherwise 
must have an end before a hundred volumes can 
be completed. 

That the ministry may enUrtain just notions of 
the efficacy of my good work, I shall here present 
them with some few of tliose offers, wliich are almost 
daily made by private persons, 

A lady who has lately opened a new bagnio in 
Covent-garden, assures me in a letter, that if 1 will do 
her the favour to recomniond her in the Would, X 
shall not only have the run of her house, but every 
one of her young ladies shall be obliged to take in 
my paper as long as it lasts. A grocer in the Strand 
has sent me a pound of his host tea, and promises 
to wrap ii}> e^ erv oiutce he sells, aV. fis sugars 

VOL. 
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and spices in these papers, if 1 will honour him so 
far as to make mention of him in any one of them. 
He adds in a postcript that his wife and hve daugh* 
ters, who do a great deal of work, make all their 
thread-papers of Worlds. 

But a more material offer still, and which I have 
therefore reserved for the last, is contained in the 
following letter. 

» To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Esteemed Friend ; 

This is to acquaint thee that we are makers oV 
pins on the bridge called London •bridge, and that 
we have each of us given a considerable portion of 
money for the good-will of the habitations wherein 
we make abode : but by an act of the legislature 
lately passed, the said habitations are speedily to be 
pulled down, and their dwellers to be forced to re- 
move to other abodes. If thou art in the least 
acquainted with traffic, thou canst not be ignorant 
of the benefits that accrue from an old established 
shop, in a street where the principal dealers in any 
particular commodity are known to dwell ; inasmuch 
as when thou wantest a silken garment for thy wife, 
thou wouldst repair to the habitations of Round- 
court or Ludgate-hill ; or if thy linen was rent, thou, 
wouldst doubtless resort to Cheapside or Cornhill : 
in like manner, if thy helpmate or thy maidens 
wanted pins, thou wouldst not fail, if thou wert wise, 
to take thy walk to London-bridge. But by the act 
above-named, thy friends are exiled from their 
dwellings, and compelled to sojourn in a strange 
street, where even their names are unknown. We 
therefore request it of thee, if the rulers of the land 
behold thee with regard, that thou wilt apply thy- 
self speedily to obtain a repeal of this act j wherein 
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if thou succeedest, we will buy up thy weekly labours 
in reams, and stick all our pins therein, so that thy 
name shall be known far and wide, and thy days 
prosperous in the land. 

If thou art a well-wisher to thyself, thou wilt use 
thy best endeavours for the service of 
Thy friends, 

Ephraim Mtniktn, 

MaLACHY SllORTWlIITE, 

Oradiah Mid ling, 

Hezekiah Longrin, <S:c. &c. 

After duly deliberating upon this proposal, I am 
inclined to trouble the government no farther at 
present, than to request the repeal of this act, 
which if they are so kind as to grant me, my papers 
will again find their way to the dressing-rooms of 
the ladies, in spite of the intrigues of France, and 
her emissaries the hair-cutters. 


181. THURSDAY, JULY 8, 1756. 

I WAS always particularly pleased with that scene 
in the first part of Harry the fourth, where the Im- 
mourous sir John Falstaff after upbraiding the 
prince with being the corrupter of his morals, and 
resolving on amendment, forms a very reasonable 
wish ‘ to know where a commodity of good names 
may be bought.^ It happens indeed a little unfor- 
tunately, that he immediately relapses into his old 
courses, and enters into a scheme for a robbery 
that night, which he endeavours to justify, by calling 
it his TRADE : ‘ Why, Hal,* says, he, ‘ ’tis my 
VOCATION, Hal : 'tis no sin for a man to labouh 
in his VOCATION.' 
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As often as this passage has occurred to me, » 
could not help thinking that if we M^ere to look 
narrowly into the conduct of mankind, wc should 
find the fat knight’s excuse to have a more general 
influence than is commonly imagined. It should 
seem as if there were certain degrees of dishonesty, 
which were allowable, and that most occupatioiis 
have an acknowledged latitude in one or more par- 
ticulars, where men may be rogues with impunity, 
and almost without blame. 

It will be no difficult task to illustratt^ the Irath 
of this observation, by scrutinizing into the cendnet 
of men of all ranks, orders, and professions. Tin” 
shall be the subject of lo-dayks paper; and I shall 
begin where it is always good manners to btgin, 
with my betters and superiors. 

The tyrant, who to gratify his ambition, depGj)u- 
latcs whole nations, and sacrifices the lives oi 
millions of his subjects to Ins insatiable desire oi 
conquest, is a ci.oniois Prince; destudction is 
his TRADE, and i:e is only da non ring in his 
VOCATION. 

The statesman, who spreads corruption over a 
country, and enslaves tlie people to enrich himseU, 
or aggrandize his master, is an adle minister ; 
omiEssioN is his calling, and it is no sin in him 
to LA DOG R in his VOCATION. 

The patriot, who opposes the measures of the 
statesman ; who rails at corruption in the house, 
and bawls till morning for liis poor bleeding coun- 
try, may, if admitted to a post, adept the principle.^ 
lie abhorred, and jmrsue the measures he con- 
demned: such a one is a trader in i’oweh, and 
only LA BO i: RING in his \ocA'rioN. 

The condescending patron, who, fond of follov.*- 
cr& and dependant.-, deals out his smih's to all 
about him, and Iniys flattery with promises; wlm 
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shakes the needy wit by the hand, and assures him 
of his protection one hour, and forgets that he has 
ever seen him the next, is a great man ; deceit 

is his VOCATION. 

The man in office, whose perquisities are wrung 
from the poor pittances of the miserable, and who 
enriches himself by pillaging the widow and .the 
orphan, receives no more than his accustomed 
DUES, and is only labouring in his vocation. 

The divine, who subscribes to articles that he 
:^oes not believe ; who neglects practice for pro- 
fession, and God for his Grace ; who bribes a 
mistress, or sacrifices a sister for preferment ; who, 
preaches faith without works, and damns all who 
differ from him, may be an orthodox divine, and 
only labouring in his vocation. 

The lawyer, who makes truth falsehood, and false- 
hood truth ; who pleads the cause of the oppressor 
against the innocent, and brings ruin upon the 
wretched, is a man of eminence in the world, and 
the companion of honest men : lying is his 
TRADE, and he is only labourinc^ in his voca- 
tion. 

The physician, who visits you three times a day 
in a case that he knows to be incurable; who 
denies his assistance to tlie poor, and writes more 
for the apothecary than the patient, is an honest 
physician, and only labouring in his vocation. 

The fine lady of fashion, who piques herself upon 
her virtue, perhaps a little too much ; who attends 
the sermon every Sunday, and prayers every week- 
day; and who if she slanders her best friends, does 
it only to reform them, may innocently indulge 
herself in a little cheating at cards ; she has 
made it her vocation. 

The tradesman, who assures you upon his honest 
word that he will deal justly with you ; yet sells you 
o 3 
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hi$ worst commodities at the highest price, and 
exults at over-reaching you, is a good man, and 
only LABOURING in his vocation. 

l'])c infidel, who, fond of an evil fame,, ucald 
rob you of a religion that inculcates virliu , and. 
insures happiness as its reward ; who laughs at an 
hercarfer, and takes from you the only expectation 
that can make life endurable, is a ueai.Eji in 
TRUTH, and only labouring in his vocation. 

The author, who to insure a sale to his works, 
throws out his slander against the good, and poisojs,^' 
the young and virtuous by tales of wantonness and 
indecency, isawiiirKu of .sriiut, and only labouK' 

ING in his VOCATION. 

To take characters in the gross; the gamester, 
w'ho cheats you at play ; the man of pleasure, wJio 
corrupts the chastity of your wife ; the friend, whes 
tricks you in a horse ; the steward, who delhiuil. 
you in liis accounts; the butler who robs you oi 
your wine ; the footman, who steals your linen ; flu. 
housekeeper, who overcliages you in her bills ; tlit 
gardener, wdi^ sends your fruii to market : the 
groom who starves your horses to put their allow- 
ance in his pocket; in short, the whole train of 
servants, who impose upon you in the several arti- 
cles entrusted to tlieii care, arc oidy receiving their 
RAWFUL PEJtQUlSlTFS; CJkI LABOIMUNG III the‘1!. 
VOCATIONS. 

I know but one set of iiicn, wdio ought couinioidv 
to be excepted in this general charge ; and those are 
the projectors. The schemes of all such men are 
usually too romantic: to impose upon the credulity 
of the world; and not being able to plunder their 
employers, tluy are L^no‘ kino- in ihcir vocations, 
to cheat only themselve.-, 

1 would noi be inisubcler.stocd tipon dns occj- 
sion, as if I meant to ?)dvi-c all people to be honest. 
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and fo do as llioy would be done by in their several 
vocaticHis ; far be it from me to intend any such 
thirij^ ; 1 am as well assured as they are, that it 
w'ould not answer their purposes. The tyrant would 
have no glory witliout conquests : his ministers no 
followers without bribes; the patriot no place with- 
out opposition ; the man in office no perquisites 
witliout fraud ; the divine no pluralities withqut 
time-serving; the lawyer no clients without lying ; 
the physician no practice w'ithoat apothecaries ; 
the tradesman no country-house without exacting ; 
the, fine lady no routs w'itbout cheating; the infidel 
no fame without proselytes ; and the author no 
dinner w ithout slander and wantonness ; the game- 
ster would be undone; the man of pleasure inac- 
tive ; the gentleman-jockey wmuld sell his horse at 
half-price; and the steward, the butler, the foot- 
man, the housekeeper, the gardener, the groom, 
and the whole train of servants lose tlicir necessary 
perquisites. 

The old maxim, that ‘ honesty is tlic best policy,’ 
has been long ago exploded: but I am firmly of 
opinion, that the ArPKAKANCE of it might, if well 
put on, promote a man’s interest, though the 
KKAJUTY must destroy it. I would therefore re- 
commend it to persons in all vocations (if it be but 
by way of trial, and for the novelty of the thing) to 
put on now and then the APrF.AUANCF. of a little 
lionesty. Most men have a natural dislike to he 
cheated with their eyes open ; and though it is the 
fashion of the times to wear no concealment, yet to 
deceive behind the mask of integrity, has been 
deemed the most effectual method. To further this 
end, the appearanck of a small portion of 
GioN would not be amiss; but I wmuid by no means 
have this matter overdone, as it commonly is- ( loing 
to prayers every day, or singing psalms on a JSunday 
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in a room next the street, may look a little suspi- 
cious, and set the neighbours upon the watch ; nor 
would I advise that a tradesman should stand at 
the shop-door with a prayer-book in his hand, or 
that a lawyer should carry the Whole Duty of Man 
in his bag to Westminster-hall, and read it in court 
as often as he sits down : there are other methods 
that may answer the purpose of cheating much 
better. A yea and nay conversation, interrupted 
with a few sighs and groans for the iniquities of the 
wicked, loud responses at church, and long graces 
at meals, with here and there a godly book lying in 
the window, or in places most in sight, will be of 
singular utility ; and farther than this 1 would by no 
means advise. 

To all those gentlemen and ladies who follow no 
vocations, and who have therefore no immediate 
interest in cheating, I would recommend the prac- 
tice of honesty before the appearance of it. 
As such persons stand in no need of a cloak, 1 shall 
say nothing to them of religion, only that the 
reality of it might be useful to them in aflBic- 
tions ; or if ever they should take it into their heads 
that they must one day die, it might possibly alle- 
viate the bitterness of so uncommon a thought. 
To do as they would be done by, would in all pro- 
bability render them happier in themselves, and 
lead them to the enjoyment of new pleasures in the 
happiness of others. 
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To Mr, Fitz-Adam. 

Sir; 

Mv case is a little singular, and therefore 1 hop(* 
you will let it appear in your paper. 1 shoiSld 
scarcely have attempted to make such a request, 
Jiad not J very strictly looked over all the works of 
your predecessors, the Tatlers, Spectators, and 
(juardians, without a possibility of finding a 
to my unhappy situation. 

1 am r\ot henpecked ; I am not grim alJchicd : I have 
Mrs. Freeman with her lUdian airs ; but I have a 
wife more troublesome than all three, by a certain 
ridiculous and unnecessary devotion that she pays 
to her father, amounting almost to idolatry. W hen 
I first married her, from that specious kind of weak- 
ness which meets with encouragement and applause, 
only because it is called good-nature, I permitted 
her to do whatever she pleased: but when 1 thought 
it requisite to pull in the rein, I found that her 
having the bit in her teeth, rendered the strength 
of my curb of no manner of use to me. Whenever 
1 attempted to draw her in a little, slie tossed up 
her head, snorted, pranced, and gave Iierself such 
airs, that unless 1 let her carry me where she 
pleased, my limbs, if not iny life, were in danger. 
I’he love of power is inlierent in the disposition of 
womankind ; and 1 do not pretend that lier vapours, 
hysterics, low spirits, or whatever else the learned 
are pleased to call them, are not equalled by thou- 
sands of married women in these melancholy king- 
doms; but the FATHER, the father is the point 
which distinguishes me from the rest of my brethren. 
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This old fellow is of a most capricious, unequal 
temper, and, like the satyr in the fable, blows hot 
and cold in the same breath. Sometimes he is very 
fond of me and my friends, and at other times he 
will not suher us to look at him. In whatever mood 
the old gentleman thinks fit to appear, in the same 
mood madam his daughter dispenses her pouts and 
frowns, or her smiles and good-humour. Whatever 
shape old Proteus puts on, Cabera, his daughter, 
puts on the same. I call him Proteus, because 
though I have known him many years, I have never 
known him a week together in the same form. He is 
vaporish ; so is his daughter : he is a quack ; so is his 
daughter : one day he is an oDconomist, even to the 

f reatest degree of avarice ; the daughter also has 
er days of frugality and improper thrift. Some- 
times he is profuse, and a violent squanderer ; after 
these fits my purse is sure to suffer most cruelly. 
Sometimes he is proud, sometimes he is humble; 
his daughter follows him closely in each of the two 
extremes. In short, sir, both father and daughter 
practise more changes than Harlequin in the Em- 

E eror of the Moon. Judge then what figure a hus- 
and must make, who is indispensably obliged to 
conform with all these metamorphoses. 

Last summer, though a cold one, Proteus took 
it into his head to dine in the cellar : and as soon as we 
arrived at my country-house, our cellar also was 
immediately announced to be our eating parlour. 
My neighbours tried the experiment once, in hopes 
perhaps of being made fuddled, contrary to ipy 
usual custom; but that not being the case, they 
never offered to return again: no, not even the 
curate of the parish, who declared he would drink 
bumpers in my cellar as long as I pleased, but he 
could not eat there and sip thimble-fulls, though he 
were sure to dine every day on a pasty, or a haunch 
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of venison. So that my wife and I, for three months 
together, dined like king Pharaoh, amidst frogs and 
darkness : nor had we any other companions than 
the reptiles that crawled out of the .walls, as ima- 
gining their territories invaded. But my wife en- 
dured every inconveniency with amazing patience, 
because she had heard her father say, that this was 
the best method to drink iced liquors, without being 
at the expense of an ice-house. * 

Last winter, I was still put to greater hardships. 
Proteus, who some time ago travelled abroad, 
neither for health nor improvement, but merely in 
search of that philosopher’s stone called Taste, 
declared that in Italy no nobleman’s house had a 
chimney in any room Except the kitchen; and he 
added, that as it was an example which he resolved 
to follow, he hoped it might be so relishable to his 
friends, that they would cut off that excessive dear 
sfticle of firing, and expend their coal-money in 
buildings, statues, or lakes. The word was no 
sooner given, than my wife bricked up every chim- 
ney, except the kitchen chimney, in my house ; and 
in January (though we were permitted to have little 
earthen stoves in our chambers), the cold was so 
intense, that my little boy Tommy died of the 
whooping cough; and I myself caught an ague, 
which lasted four months, and brought upon me an 
apothecary’s bill, amounting to ninety pounds for 
drugs, which were indeed much fuller of taste 
than 1 desired. 

The furniture of my house, and the shape of my 
gardens, have been changed as least ten times over ; 
yet if you were to judge, Mr. Fitz-Adam, from the 
constant conversation of my wife and her father, 
you would pronounce them the best ceconomists in 
Europe ; and so they are, in small beer, oil, and 
vinegar. 
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Though 1 always avoid excess of drinking when 
at home (my father-in-law, since my marriage, 
having been remarkably sober) yet it is my misfor- 
tune, and I confess it is a fault, to go now and 
then to the tavern, and there to exceed the strict 
limits of sobriety. It is impossible, among jovial 
companions, not to indulge a vein of gaiety ; the 
effect of which is, that at night 1 am apt to stagger 
towards the nuptial bed a little to heavily loaded 
with liquor. The night is snored away in oblivion ; 
but ob ! when the morning approaches, and 1 awake 
and open my eyes, what a face of anger do I behold ? 
and what dreadful peals of conjugal tli under do T 
hear! Those peals commonly end with a louder 
clap than ordinary, in words to this purpose ; ‘ Ah ? 
Mr. Tamcdeer, Mr. Tamcdeer, is this the reward 
for all my love and kindness ? Have I quitted my 
dear father for the embraces of a sot ? When was 
that good old man ever disguised in liquor?* T8 
this 1 might reply, if 1 dared to make an answer, 
that indeed he is so often disguised out of liquor, 
he ought never to be disguised in it ; and I might 
also add, that he is most injuriously slandered, if 
some five-and-twenty years since, he did not drink, 
smoke, and go through the ct erntera as well as the 
best of us. 

If I offend or rebel in any one point, and indeed 
I offend and rebel in very few, my wife immediately 
applies to my father-in-law, and I am ordered to 
alter m}^ conduct, and to submit properly to judg- 
ments far superior to my own. Thus is my case 
(my wife’s virtue always excepted) far more de- 
plorable than Barnaby Brittle’s in the play ; nor 
have I the comfort appendant to sir John Knvillc, 
knt. in being married to a w'oman of quality. 
That circumstance at least might have proved au 
ingredient to satisfy my pride. 
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This uneasy situation, which I have tiescrihcdl with 
exact truth, has occasioned me to ruminate con- 
tinually upon some method of relief. None occurs 
to me, except a formal divorce. You will ask what 
cause can be alleged ? since there is not the least 
shadow of proof either of adulter)', ill-usage, or 
any other matrimonial misdenoeanor. True. But 
cannot I prove a prior marriage? Was not she 
married to her htther, to all outward appearaifCc, 
long before she went with me to the altar ? Does 
not that marriage evidently continue, without any 
other breach, than having a second husband in 
points where the first husband does not care to 
meddle? Is she not more obedient to licr first 
husband than her second ? Has she fulfilled, as she 
ought, her vow of matrimony to me ? Whom does 
she obey ? not me, but licr father. Wliom does she 
honour ? not me, but her father. May not I hope 
theretbre to be relieved in any judicial or eccle- 
siastical court in England ? 

Your opinion fully stated upon this case would 
encourage me to go on, or discourage me from 
proceeding. Ji’ 1 cannot be relieved by law or 
equity, 1 will try to summon up courage to fight 
my father-in-law I know he is a coward, but then 
I am under apprehensions, that the jade has disco - 
vered to him that 1 am a greater coward than him- 
self. At all events, Mr. lutz- Adam, let me have 
your advice, because I am 

Your constant reader ^ 

and admirer, 

Tdomas Tamkdkfk. 


VOL^ XM\. 
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N° 186. THURSDAY, JULY 22, 1756. 


To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 

I AM the same clergyman who troubled you with 
an .account of his misfortunes in your paper, N*" 31, 
and am indebted to your kind publication of that 
letter for the case and happiness which, with only 
one single interruption, I have enjoyed ever since. 
My uncommon, and I hope 1 may say, unmerited 
distresses, recommended me to the notice of a 
noble lord, who called to see me at my lodgings, 
brought me home to his lordship’s own house, and 
honoured me so far as to make me his domestic 
chaplain. His lordship’s regard for me was so truly 
sincere, that he married me soon after to my lady’s 
woman, a young person of admirable beauty and 
virtue, and a great fwourite of my lord, because, 
as his lordship used often to tell me, she was a clcr* 
gyman’s daughter, and for what reason he knew not, 
extremely hated by his lady. But my good fortune 
did not end here : his lordship, whose nature is, 
never to be tired with doing good, was so very 
obliging as to take us a little house, ready-furnished, 
in a retired and pleasant part of the town, paying 
the rent of it himself, and making us considerable 
presents from time to time : he was also so very 
condescending as to spend two or three evenings in 
a week with us, and frequently to take my wife with 
him into the chariot, for an afternoon’s airing, as 
she had the misfortune, soon after our marriage, of 
labouring under an ill state of health, which, as we 
all feared, would terminate in a dropsy. 

His lordship was still kinder to me in otlicr 
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affairs, insomuch that in less than two months after 
our marriage, he sent me into the west, with thirty 
guineas in my pocket, to supply the place of a wor- 
thy clcrg 3 rman, whom my lord had sent for to town 
upon particular business ; and because the ill health 
of my wife required a little country air, his lordship 
proposed taking lodgings for her at Knightsbridge 
during my absence, where she was daily to be at- 
tended by his own physician. 

At the end of six weeks, his lordship was pleased 
to recall me to town, where I had the inexpressible 
satisfaction of finding my wife returned to her house 
perfectly cured of her disorder, with only a little 
paleness remaining from the violent remedies pre- 
scribed to her by her physician. 1 had the additional 
happiness of finding his lordship with my wife, 
waiting my return, and to be honoured with his 
thanks for the faithful discharge of my trust, to- 
gether with the promise of the very first living that 
should fall within his gift. 

I mention these things, sir, to the honour of my 
noble benefactor, who ever since my marriage, 
which is now three years ago, has been lavishing 
his favours upon me ; who has been so very con- 
descending to stand godfather in person to rny two 
children, and to take every opportunity of making 
me happy by his visits. But I am not entering into 
a particular detail of the pleasures I enjoy : I have 
another motive for troubling you with this letter. 

His lordship, the beginning of this month, was 
pleased, amongst the many instances of his good- 
ness, to procure for me a chaplainship in one of the 
regiments now in Scotland ; and as my attendance 
was immediately necessary, and my wife too far 
gone with child to think of going with me : as soon 
as I had prepared every thing for my journey, I 
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sent an advertiscmeut to tlie Daily Advertiser in tl»e 
following words: 

‘Wanted, an agreeable companion in a post- 
chaise to Edinburgh. Enquire for tlu; reverend 
W. 15. at the Drecn Park colVee-housc, Piccadilly. 
Note, the utmost expedition will be necessary.’ 

The next morning, as 1 was reading a news-paper 
in the coftee-rooni, 1 heard a 3 ^oung gentleman, of 
a very modest and decent appearance, inquiring at 
the bar for the reverend Mr. W. 15. 1 told him that 

I was the person, and calling for a couple of dishes 
of coftee, wc sat down togetlicr, and entered upon 
the subject of tlic advertisement. He assured me, 
that if iiis friends did not Hatter liim, he was a very 
agreeable comj)anion ; that he Iiad business of con- 
sequence to transact at Edinburgli ; that lie was 
particularly pleased to find by tlic advertisement 
that I was a clergyman, having a, great veneration 
for gentlemen of that function ; that he had enter- 
tained thoughts of becoming one himself, was a near 
relation of the bishop of aiulthouglii young as 
he appeared, he was never so happy as when en- 
gaged in serious conversation with a worthy divine, 
lie was pleased to add, that he saw something in 
my appearance which entitled me to that character, 
and that he did not doubt of being greatly edified 
during so long a journey. Many civilities passed 
on my side in return ; and in the end it was agreed 
that we should set out that very evening at six 
o'clock. He was punctual to his appointment, witli 
a servant on horseback, leading a handsome gelding 
for his master, who with two young gentlemen his 
friends, were waiting for me al the inn. I could 
not help observing, while the chaise was getting 
really, that these young gcntlemcu were taking a 
good deal of pains to stiHe a laugh, which on our 
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Stepping into the carriage, they were no longer able 
to contain : but 1 made no remarks upon their be- 
haviour, and we set out upon our journey. 

We reached Ware that night, without any thing 
happening worthy of remark, except that we were 
stopt upon the road by two young gentlemen on 
horseback, and interrupted in a very serious con- 
versation, by their saluting my companion W4th, 
* Z— ds. Jack I what playing the saint, and travel- 
ling to heaven with a parson My fellow-traveller 
gave them a look of contempt, and after assuring 
them that he had not the honour of knowing them, 
and pulling up the glass, ordered the postillion to 
drive on. 

Our evening at Ware was spent in remarks on 
the dissoluteness of the times, and the indecent 
liberties that wild and profligate young fellows were 
every where taking with the clergy. After much 
serious discourse, and moderate refreshment, we 
retired to rest. 1 slept longer than usual in the 
morning, and no sooner was I awake than I disco- 
vered, with equal confusion and surprise, that I 
was in bed with a woman, who, as 1 attempted to get 
up, threw her arms about my neck, and compelled 
me to lie down. The struggle and the noise 1 made 
upon this occasion, together with the screams of the 
woman, who still held me fast, alarmed the whole 
inn, and drew a crowd of spectators into the room, 
headed by my companion, and followed by a sol- 
dier, who called himself the husband of the woman, 
swearing that he would have my heart’s blood, for 
corrupting the chastity of his wife. - I pleaded my 
innocence to an unbelieving audience, while the 
woman accused me of having forced her against her 
will ; pretending that it was her misfortune over- 
night to be a little in liquor, and that she had mis- 
taken the room 1 lay in for her own. 
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To dwell no longer than is needful upon this dis- 
graceful affair, 1 was in the end compelled to give a 
guinea to tlic soldier, and aftei’wards to submit with 
patience to the insults of a mob, who surrounded 
the inn at our entrance into the post chaise, and 
followed it with hootings to tlie very extremity of 
the town. 

Trom tlic passive behaviour of my companion at 
the inn, and the demure looks that he now put on, 
I began to harbour a suspicion of him not greatly to 
his advantage ; and while J was deliberating in what 
manner to address him, an accident happened, 
which at once threw him off his guard, and disco- 
vered to me, that instead of an agreeable companion, 
I was travelling with a fiend. This accident was the 
sudden and violent overturning of the post-chaise; 
upoi! which occasion, though neither of us was hurt, 
he discharged such a volley of curses on the pos- 
tillion, as made me tremble to hear him. I endea- 
voured to pacify him by the gentlest admonitions, 
which instead of calming his anger turned it all 
upon myself; and amidst a thousand oaths and im- 
precations, he vowed re^^enge upon my head, telling 
me that he hated a parson as he hated old Nic; that 
he had bribed the soldier s whore to go to bed to 
me at the inn, and that he came out upon no other 
business than to play the devil with me all the way. 

1 stood aghast at what I heard, and refused getting 
into the chaise again ; upon w hich a struggle ensued, 
and blows passed betAveen us ; till by the assistance 
of his servant, and the knavery of the postillion, 
whom he gained over to his side wutb a whole hand- 
ful ot‘ silver, I was thrust into the chaise, and com- 
pelled to go on. 

We had scarce travelled a mile before we over- 
took a couple of gypsies upon the road: one au 
old woman, the other a I'hcy wer-e all over 
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rags and filth, and so intoxicated with liquor, that 
they reeled at every step. My companion called 
to the postillion to stop, and after questioning these 
wretches about the wa}^ they were going, got out of 
the chaise, and told me, that he could not in cha- 
rity sit lolling at his ease, while two of the tender 
sex w ere walking hare-foot on the road ; and that if 
1 had no weighty objections, he would make* the 
old lady an ofer of his seat ; and miss, as he was 
])leascd to call her, might wdth great convenicncy 
sit upon my knee. It was in vain for me to expos- 
tulate, or to attempt leaping out after him : his ser- 
vant held me fast by the arm, while the master with 
great gravity and ceremony handed the creatures 
into the chaise, and thou mounting his horse, rode 
close by its side, talking obscenity to the ^vrctclics, 
and instructing them to behave to me in a manner 
not be endured nor described. 

In this manner we passed tlirougb the villages, 
and entered Royston; the postillion being ordered 
to walk his horses gently to the inn, that we might 
be followed by a mob, whom my companion called 
to at every turning to smoke the parson and his 
doxies. 

I slept from the chaise amidst the hallooing of 
the rabble, and ran into a room, the door of wdiieh 
1 locked. Here I determined to remain, or to fly 
to the magistrate for protection, had not my tor- 
mentor made his appearance at the window, tellirig 
me that as tlic joke was now at an end, and as ho 
believed I bad bad enough of an agreeable comj)a- 
nion, be bad altered bis intention of visiting Scot- 
land, and should return to town that morning. I 
thanked him for the favour, but kept ( lose to my 
room, till i saw him with his servant ride out of the 
iim, and take the road to Loudon. 1 then ordered 



164. 


WORLD. 


N® 186. 


some refreshment to be brought me, and a post- 
chaise to be in readiness ; bat how great was my 
astonishment, when feeling for my purse, which 
contained forty guineas at my setting out, I found 
that my pockets had been rifled, and that I had not 
so much as a brass farthing left me ! 

As it was no doubt with me that the gypsies had 
robbed me, I made immediate inquiry after them, 
but learnt that they had disappeared on our ar- 
rival at the inn ; and though the most diligent 
search was made for them, they were no where to 
be found. 

It was now impossible for me to proceed : I there- 
fore determined to remain where I was, till I could 
receive a fresh^supply from my wife, to whom I dis- 
patched a messenger with a letter, setting forth at 
large all the cruelties I had met with. 

When the messenger was gone, it occurred to me, 
that however ill my companion had used me, he 
could not be base enough to concert this robbery 
witli the gypsies, and therefore might be inclined to 
make up my loss, upon knowing that 1 had sustained 
it. For this reason I determined once more to 
transmit my complaints to the World ; that if the 
young gentleman has any one principle of honour 
remaining, he may send to Mr. Dodslcy’s the sum 
1 have been defrauded of. My demand upon him is 
for seven-and-thirty guineas, which unless he pays 
within six days after the publication of this letter, I 
wdll forthwith print his name in the news-papers, 
and proclaim to the public the injuries he has done 
me. 

1 have another reason for giving you this trouble, 
which is, to caution all gentlemen for the future 
against advertising in the papers for an agreearle 
COMPANION in a post-chaise ; as it consoles me 
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not a little, that 1 am enabled to make otlier people 
wise, even by niy own rnislortuiieS. 

1 am, Sii?, 

Yofcr ohligcd 

Ccorge Inn, al and most Jailhfid saxanly 

Iluybton, ^ ■ \\\ j[j^ 

July 16, 1766. 


N’187. TllURSDxW, JULY 21K 1750 
To Mr. Fitz-Apam, 

Sin ; 

Among all the grievances that your correi<ppn-^» 
denis have fioni time to time laid before you, 1 have 
met. with no one situation that bears any likeness to 
my own, or that deserves your compassion and ad- 
vice half so much. I am the brother of four sisters, 
am the oldest of my family, a freeman of the city of 
London, and by trade a shoemaker. My faihei* 
enjoyed a small place at court, which I believe, one 
year with another, brought him in about a hundred 
and fifty pounds. My mother was descended from 
the third or fourth cousin of an attainted tScutcli 
peer, was a lady’s woman, w’hon my father married 
iicr, and brought with her a very large portion of 
pride, virtue, and fine breeding. My father, who 
before his marriage had lield up his head very high 
as a courtier, was now of greater consequence than 
ever, in the thought that by this happy matidi lie 
htid allied himself to nobility. My mother indeed 
bad one great niortihcation to surmount, wliicli was 
that she had not only contaminated her blood by 
marrying a plebeian, who was formerly a broken 
tallow-chandler in the city, but liad changed her 
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illustrious maiden name for the coarse and vulgar 
appellation of Mrs. Laycock. She comforted herself 
however, on the first appearance of her pregnancy, 
that so odious a surname should be qualified in her 
children with the genteelest and most elegant Chris- 
tian names that history or romance could possibly 
supply. My father approved the thought ; and no 
sooner was I a fortnight old, than I was christened 
with great pomp and grandeur, by the name of 
Ptolemy. My eldest sister, who came into the 
world a year after, was called Wilhelmina 
Charlotta, the second Penthesilea, the third 
Teletuusa, and the fourth Honoria. There 
was also a second son, who died within the month, 
christened Agamemnon. 

We were all of us trained up to regard these 
names as marks of superiority over other children, 
and such as would one time or other most certainly 
make our fortunes. If master Ptolemy was 
naughty, he was not chid as a vulgar child, but ad- 
monished with all the gentleness and forbearance 
due to so illustrious a name. If miss Wiliiel- 
MINA Charlotta, or her sisters miss Penthe- 
EiLEA, miss Telethusa, or miss Honoria forgot 
to hold up their heads, or were caught at romps 
with the boys, they were put in mind of their 
names, and instructed to act up to them. Our 
dresses were, if possible, as fantastic as our names, 
and the formality of our behaviour was of a piece 
with* both. And though we were the plainest chil- 
dren in the world, and had not the least probable 
chance of receiving a single shilling to our portions, 
we were trained up to pride and idleness, and to 
turn up our noses at all the Dicks, Toms, and Har- 
ryg, the Sukeys and Pollys, that were our superiors 
in the neighbourhood. 

The necessary expenses to support all this pride 
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and folly, were more tfian could be spared from the 
narrow income of my father ; and master Ptolemy, 
who was now eleven years old, must have been as 
totally uneducated as the misses his sisters, if my 
father’s brother, who was a reputable shoemaker in 
the city, had not taken me into his care, and sent 
me to St. Paul’s school at his own expense. To this 
accident of my life 1 owe my escape from ruin. I 
was called king Ptolemy by all the boys, and €o 
laughed at for my importance, that I soon grew 
ashamed of my name : and at the end of three years, 
when my mother thought it high time for me to re- 
turn to court, I chose to accept of an offer my uncle 
had made me of becoming his apprentice, and en- 
tering into partnership with him when my time was 
expired. My father’s consent w^as pretty easily ob- 
tained, as he found himself in an ill state of health, 
and unable to provide for me ; but my mother was 
inexorable. She considered that my great name 
would but ill suit with so low a calling, and when 
she saw me determined, she told me in a flood of 
tears at parting, 1 was the first Ptolemy that ever 
made shoes. 

For my own part I had been so humbled at school 
about my name, that I never afterwards wrote more 
than the first letter of it : and as P. very luckily 
looked more like Philip than Ptolemy, I have 
escaped the ridicule that would otherwise have been 
thrown upon me. 

At the end of my apprenticeship, my uncle gave 
me his only daughter in marriage, and dying soon 
after, I succeeded to his trade and efiects, and to a 
fortune in good debts and money, to the amount of ^ 
four thousand pounds. 

My mother, who had never thoroughly recovered 
ihc shock of her son Ptolemy’s disgrace, died a 
itw iiion^js after my uncle, and my father followed 
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her this summer, leaving to my sisters no other I'or- 
tune than their names, which to niy great sorrow 
has not been quite so current in the world as to en- 
able them to live upon it. To be as short as I can, 
they were all thrown upon niy hands, and are like 
to continue with me as long as I live. But the mis- 
fortune is, tliat to keep my sisters from starving, T 
must become a bt'ggar myself; for the expenses 
they bring, and the nothing they do, will not suffer 
me to go on. By their dresses, their names, and 
ihc airs of quality they give themselves, 1 am ren- 
dered ridiculous among all my acquaintance. My 
w’ife, who is a very plain good woman, and whoso 
name is Amcy, lias been ncw-christcncd, and is 
called vVmelia; and my little daughter, a child of a 
ycaroltl, is no longer I*oIly, but Maria. They are 
jicTpctually quarrelling until one another about the 
superiority of their names ; and because the eldest 
sister lias two, and llie others but one, they have 
entered into a combination to rob her of both, 
and almost to break her heart, by calling her miss 
Laycock. 

1 have shown them the impossibility of my main- 
taining them much longer, and, as tenderly as 1 w^as 
able, \»roposcd their going into service : but they 
told me with the utmost indignation, that whatever 
a shoemaker iu the city might imagine to the con- 
trary, the names of Wiliielmina Cdahlotta, 
PENTIIESILEA, Teeetihjsa, aiul lIoNOKiA, wcre 
by mo means servant’s names, and unless I found my- 
self inclined to make abetter provision for them, they 
should continue wdierc they wore. Nay, my youngest 
sister, miss IIoxokia, w'ho thinks herself handsome, 
had the impudence to tell me, that if over she con- 
descended to let out her person for hire, it should 
be for other uses than those of a servant ; to which 
miss Teletiu'.sa was pleased to athl, that indeed 
was entirely of miss Hoxoiii.v’s opinion ; for 
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that the sin of being a mistress, was not half so 
shocking to her as the shame of being a servant. 

You will judge, sir, how desirous 1 am to rid the 
house of tlieiii, when I tell you that I have even of- 
fered to ta\e a shop lor them at the court end of 
the town, and to give each ol‘ them a hundred 
pounds to set up with in any they shall 

clioosc : but their great names, forsooth, are not to 
be prostituted upon shop-bills, whatever their bro- 
ther P ro I. EM Y, the shoe-maker, in his great zeal to 
serve them, may jdease humbly to conceive. Yet 
with these truly great names, that arc not to be 
contaminated by trade or service, they have con- 
descended to rob my till two or three times ; and 
no longer ago than last week, when I caught my 
eldest sister in the fact, she told me with great dig- 
nity, that it became her brother Ptolemy to blush, 
at laying her under the necessity of doing an action 
that was so much beneath her. 

1 Jiave laid tlic whoJg allair before the minister of 
the parish, who has taken a great deal of pains to 
reason them into their senses, but to no purpose : 
and unless you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, who are a tra- 
velled man, can direct them to any part of the 
globe, where great names, great pride, great indo- 
lence, and great poverty are the only qualifications 
that men look for in a wife, I must shut up shop in 
a few days, and leave miss Wilhelmina Char- 
LOTTA, and the other misses her sisters, with their 
illustrious names, to go begging about the streets. 
If you know of any such place, and will do me the 
favour to mention it in your next Thursday’s paper, 
you will save a whole family from ruin, and infi- 
nitely oblige, 

Sir, 

Your most sorroxirful hiimhle sermvt, 
P. Laycock. 


VOL: XX 
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The case of ray correspondent is, I confess, a very 
hard one ; and I wish with all my heart that I had 
discovered in ray travels ‘SUch a country as he hints 
at. All the advice I can give him is, to send for 
the minister of the parish once more, and get his 
sisters re-baptized : for till they can be prevailed 
upon to have new names, it will be altogether im- 
possible to give them new natures. 


188. THURSDAY, AUGUST 5, 175R 


Though the first of the following letters bears a 
little hard upon the ladies, for whom I have always 
professed a regard even to veneration, yet I am in- 
duced to give it a place in my paper, from the con- 
sideration, that if the complaint contained in it 
should happen to have the least foundation in truth, 
they may have an opportunity of adding another 
proof to the multitudes they are daily giving, that 
they want only to be told of their errors to amend 
them. Of the second letter I shall say nothing 
more, than that the expedient proposed in it to 
remove the evil complained of has my entire 
approbation. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir; 

With as much devotion for the fair as any man^ 
and as high a sense of the happiness they are ca- 

{ mble of imparting, I have resolved to die an old 
>atchelor ; yet not in the least determined by the 
strongest arguments against matrimony, or the most 
fashionable motives to a single life. It is my mis- 
fortune to esteem delicacy^ ceconomy^ modesty, and 
some of the qualifications conveyed under the idea 
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of notable^ as the most engaging ornaments of a 
well>bred woman. How unhappy then am I, that 
none of these should be of repute in the present 
age! 

I had once formed a design of transporting my- 
self to Spain or China, for a lady of the domestia 
kind ; but giving the preference to those of my own 
country, 1 delayed my intention, till I should see 
the influence your weekly admonitions were •at- 
tended with. 1 am now sorry to And, that not- 
withstanding your censorial dignity, they have 
openly dared to persist in those fashions you have 
so long opposed. An unaccountable propensity to 
visit public places, a general nakedness of shoul- 
ders, a remarkable bluffness of face, a loud voice, 
and a masculine air, have lately gained much ground 
in the country ; and I am apt to think 1 shall shortly 
see the necks and bosoms of my fair country-women 
painted with devices of birds and beasts, in imita- 
tion of the ancient Britons, though they are now 
contented with plain white and red. 

I have observed, that as we are gradually re- 
treating from the courage and greatness of our sex, 
the ladies are advancing with hasty strides upon us ; 
and whether we shall long maintain the pre-emi- 
nence, is a point much liable to dispute. 

I cannot but suspect them of entertaining designs 
of invading the province of man ; and though 1 ac- 
knowledge their boundless power, I never was 
formed to obey, and cannot think of submission. 
But admitting that the present generation of beau- 
ties are totally unfit for wives, except to those gentle 
minds who would think themselves honoured by 
having their thousands spent in the genteelest man- 
ner, yet in another capacity they might be made of 
the greatest service to their country. When I see 
their hair tied in a knot behind, or either hanging 
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down in a ramiilic, or folded up in ribbt)ns, I can- 
not but look on them as the fair defenders of Bri- 
tain, on whose gallantry I should rather choose to 
rely, than on all the boasted prowess of our military 
beaux. On this footing 1 can excuse them for sacri- 
ficing the thousand nameless powers of pleasing 
which nature as invested them with, for the powers 
of destroying, and consent to their changing tlje 
daUs of (Xipid for the armour ol‘ Mars. WhaU 
ever magazines of lightning are laid up in their 
bright eyes, 1 hope they will blaze out on this 
occasion. 

Jf it should be objected that we ought to have 
proofs of their valour, and that a big look may be 
consistent with a faintheart; I answer, that there 
can he no great reason to doubt the bravery ol' 
those, who have made it one of their first maxims 
< never to be afraid of man and besides, that ua» 
tural love of conquest whicli possesses every in- 
dividual of the female world, would auimato tlicm 
forward to the boldest entorprizes I would farther 
propose, that the more gay and airy of them should 
he distributed into a body of flying light-horse ; the 
Gadabouts would make an excellent company of 
foragers ; the more delicate of them would serve to 
carry the colours, and the sight of them would in- 
spire the soldiers with unequalled resolution and 
courage. Thus they might all be disposed in ranks 
and stations suitable to their respective merits, dis- 
tinctions, and qualifications, from the first lady of 
quality to the lowest belle in the country village. 
1 should also advise, that a sufficient number of Ih' 
male transports should he sent to the rciief of oiu 
garrisons abroad, ii’ it was not from my apprelien- 
sions that they would not be able to sustain a hmg 
siege, and might perhaps he captivated by tbe im- 
mense fineness of an embroidered knight of the 
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order of St. Louis. I have only one circumstance 
more to mention to excite their zeal, which is, that 
they must be obliged to content themselves with 
their own invented fashions, till the successes of 
their arms shall oblige the French to accept of our 
wealth for those that are a la mode de Paris. 

If this proposal be agreeable to your judgment, 
I hope you will second it by the warmest encourage- 
ments. May we not exult in the prospect of that 
glorious career of success which must attend an 
army of heroines, bred to a contempt of danger, and 
trained up from infancy itself, to the most intimate 
acquaintance with halls^ drums, routs, hurricanes and 
the like ? 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble servant, 

A. Singleton. 


Mr. Fitz-Adam ; 

I have a complaint to lay before you, which, to 
the best of my memory, you have not hitherto 
touched upon. The ground of my complaint, sir, 
is this. News, you know, never was more fluctuat- 
ing than at this moment. What we arc told at 
breakfast is contradicted by noon, and that again is 
old by dinner; the dinner-tale scarcely lasts till 
coffee, and all is found to be false before night. 
And yet, sir, there are a set of wise, men, who are 
always satisfied with the last tale, and constantly 
assure you they were all along of that opinion. 
‘ Lord, sir, I knew it must be so: how could it be 
otherwise \ I always said so \ and though accounts 
vary to-morrow, it docs not at all aflect them ; for 
to-morrow they will have been all along perfectly 
well acquainted with just the contrary to what they 
knew so well to-day. This everlasting knowledge 
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and secret intelligence is really, sir, a most pro- 
voking insult on us poor things, who are not so 
knowing. If I am wrong to-day my friend is 
wrong to morrow, and that puts us on an equality : 
but these people, who are always sure to be of the 
right opinion, because they have no opinion at all, 
are not to be endured. 

•But it is one thing to complain, and another to 
redress : and unless I thought 1 had some method 
to remedy the evil, I would not complain of it. The 
remedy 1 would propose is simply this : that the 
term / be for ever excluded all conversations. 
Tliere is not, perhaps, one single impertinence or 
foppery in discourse, that is not imputable to that 
same little letter /. The old man, going to repeat 
tile lie he has talked himself into a belief of, cries, 
1 remember when I was young. The maiden of 
fifty blesses her stars, and says, I was not such a 
flirt, 'riie.bold colonel tells you, / led on the men, 
I entered the breach. Tlie rake, I debauched such 
a girl, 1 drank down such a follow. Now, sir, fond 
as people are of being fooli.sh, they would even con- 
sent to be wise, if it were not confining their follies 
to tlieir own dear persons. The old rmiifs dull 
story is only to let you see what he was hirnseli’. 
The maiden gentlewoman only means to exemplify 
her own modesty, and does not care a pin for all 
the frailties of her neighbours, but that she has 
thereby an opportunity of telling you how virtuous 
she herself is. The soldier never tells you a 
campaign, but the one he 'vas himself in. The nikc 
never tells you of any follies but Ins own; and the 
wise men 1 complained of in the beginning of my 
letter, never tell you INIr. Such-a'Oiu; alwavs 
thought so, or Mr. 8ouu4>ody always said S(u bur t 
always thought so, I aUvays said so, Lei me there- 
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fore entuiiM you, 19tz x'Xdani, to iorbid ihc Ubc 
of thib uioiios) liable, and vou wdi much oblige, 

8ik* 

Your fi lend, 

W. 


Tsi jso. 'ruiUiSDAV. AUGL^ST 175G. 


\Vj. .i»*c accused by 1 lie I'l-t^nch, aud pciiiaps bat 
looju.stiy, o!’ having no word in our language, which 
answers le ihcir word police., which llierei'ore we 
have b'cen obliged to adopt, not iiaving, as they say, 
the thing. 

Tt does no't occur to me that we liave any one 
word in oui la»)::uage (1 hope not from the same 
reason,) to express tlie ideas which they comprelicnd 
umhu' die word Ics mauirs. Manners are loo little, 
morals too much. I should deih'e it tluKs: a gene- 
cat ej:tcrior deccncipjllness, aixl proprklij of condtui 
:/i Ihe cormnon intercourse of life. 

Cicero ill his oiliccs, makes use. oi’ the word 
decoy inn in this sense, to express w luit he tells us the 
Greeks signihed by their word (I will not shock 
die eyes of my polite readers Vvith Greek types) To 
Treporn 

"I’lie thing however is unquestionably of uupoi t- 
.»ncc, by whatever word it may be diguilied or de- 
graded, distinguished or mistaken ; it shall therefore 
be the subject of this paper to explain and recoin- 
mend it ; and upon tliis occasion 1 shall adopt the 
vvoid dccGnnn. 

dut as 1 iiave some private rcvison.^ for desiring 
to Cs-oii the sale of lliese my lncu])i«ttions, i 
auiot picuii.iC; that nutwitlu'taiivline tin,' .-.irious i*)- 
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troduction, 1 am not going to preach either rch- 
gioos or moral duties. On the contrary, it is a 
scheme of interest which I mean to communicate, 
and which, if the supposed characteristic of the 
present age be true, must, I should apprehend, be 
highly acceptable to the generality of my readers. 

I take it for granted that the most sensible and 
informed part of mankind, I mean people of fashion, 
pursue singly their own interests and pleasures ; 
that they desire as far as possible to enjoy them ex- 
clusively, and to avail themselves of the simplicity, 
the ignorance, and the prejudices of the vulgar 
who have neither the same strength of mind, nor 
the same advantages of education. Now it is cer- 
tain that nothing would more contribute to that de- 
sirable end, than a strict observance of this deco~ 
rum^ which, as I have already hinted, does not ex- 
tend to religious or moral duties, does not prohibit 
^he solid enjoyments of vice but only throws a veil 
of decency between it and the vulgar, conceals part 
of its native deformity, and prevents scandal, and 
bad example. It is a sort of pepper-corn quit-rent 
pa d to virtue, as an acknowledgment of its supe- 
riority ; but according to our present constitution, 
is the easy price of freedom, not the tribute of vas- 
salage. 

Those who would be respected by others, must 
first respect themselves. A certain exterior purity 
and dignity of character commands respect, pro- 
cures credit, and invites confidence ; but the pub- 
lic exercise and ostentation of vice, has all the con- 
trary effects. 

The middle class of people in this country, though 
generally straining to imitate their betters, Imve not 
yet shaken off the prejudices of tlicir education ; 
very many of tliem still believe in a Supreme Being, 
in a future state qf rewards and punishments, and 
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rctiUii some ( Oiir-iCv liouic span iioiintib of moral 
good and evil. The ralioiiul sysu wi of niaterialisrn 
has not yet rcaoliod them ; and in my o|)rniou, it 
.may be full as well it never should ; for as I am not 
of levelling principles, I am for preserving a due 
subordination from inferiors to superiors, which an 
equality of ])roliigacy must totally destroy. 

A fair character is a more lucrative thing than 
pcoj)le are generally aware of; and 1 am inlbrnied 
that an eminent moncy-scrivciicr has lately calcu- 
lated Vv illi great accuracy the advantage of it, and 
that it has turned out a clear profit ol‘ thirteen and a 
iialf per cent in the general transactions of life; 
wliich udvantage, frotjacntly repeated, as it must be 
in the course of the year, amounts to a very consi- 
derable object. 

'J\) proceed to a few instances. If the courtier 
would hut vvi'ur tlie appeaiMiice oi' truth, promise 
less, and perform more, he would acquire such a 
degree of trust and confidence, as would enahle him 
to strike on a sudden, and with success, some sp'iin- 
did stroke of perfidy, to the inlinitc advantage of 
iiimseif and his party. 

A patriot, of all people, should bo a strict ob- 
server of this decorum^ if he would ( as it is to he pre- 
sumed he would) bear a good price at the court 
market. I'lie love of his dear country, well acted 
and little felt, will certainly gel him into good keep- 
ing, and perhaps procure lifti a handsome settle- 
ment for life; hut if his prostitution he flagrant, he 
;s only made use of in ca^es of the utmost necessity, 
and even then only by cullies. 1 must observe, 
by-tlie-by, that of lau. tlie market lms'*l>{‘en a little 
glnltcd will) patriot.-, [V.\d consequently they do not 
sell quite so we-lk 

l ew masters of fatnilics aie, 1 shoaJd piA ; nm', 
d« ^ to I;*" M I y bv a!: theii 
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servants ; and as servants in general are- more 
afraid of the devil, and less of the gallows, than 
their masters, it seems to be as imprudent as inde- 
cent to remove that wholesome fear, either by their 
examples, or their philosophical dissertations, ex- 
ploding in their presence, though ever so justly, all 
the idle notions of future punishments, or of moral 
good and evil. At present, honest faithful servants 
rob their masters conscientiously only in their re- 
spective stations ; but take away those checks and 
restraints which the prejudices of their education 
have laid them under, they will soon rob indiscri- 
minately, and out of their several departments ; 
wdiich would probably create some little confusion 
in familiesS, especially in numerous ones. 

I cannot omit observing, that this decorum ex- 
tends to the little trifling offices of common life; 
such as seeming to take a tender and affectionate 
part in the health or fortune of your acquaintance, 
and a readiness and alacrity to serve them, in things 
of little consequence to them, and of none at all to 
you. These attentions bring in good interest ; the 
weak and the ignorant mistake them for the real sen- 
timents of your heart, and give you their esteem 
and friendship in return. The wise, indeed, pay you 
in your own coin, or by a truck of commodities 
of equal value ; upon which however there is no 
loss ; so that upon the whole, this commerce, skil- 
fully carried on, is a#ery lucrative one. 

In all my schemes for the general good of mankind, 
I have always a particular attention to the utility 
that may arise from them to my fair fellow-subjects, 
for whom 1^ have the tenderest ^nd most unfeigned 
concern ; and I lay hold of this opportunity, most 
earnestly to recommend to them the strictest ob- 
servance of this decorum. I will admit that a fine 
woman of a certain rank, cannot have too many real 
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vices ; but at the same time, I do insist upon it, thafi 
it is essentially her interest, not to have the appear- 
ance of any one. This decorum^ I confess, will con- 
ceal her conquests, and prevent her triumphs ; but 
on the otlier hand, if she will be pleased to reflect 
that those conquests are known, sooner or later, 
always to end in her total defeat, she will not upon an 
average find herself a loser. There are indeed somef 
husbands of such iKimane and hospitable disposi- 
tions, that they seem determined to share all their 
happiness with their friends and acquaintance ; so 
that with regard to such husbands singly, this de^ 
corum' vf eve useless ; but the far greater number are 
of a churlish and uncommunicative disposition, 
troublesome upon bare suspicions, and brutal upon 
proofs. These are capable of inflicting iiptm the 
fair delinquent the pains and penalties of exile and 
imprisonment at the dreadful mansion-seat, notwith- 
standing the most solemn protestations and oaths, 
backed with the most moving tears, that nothing 
really criminal has passed. But it must be owned, 
that of all negatives, that is much the hardest to be 
proved. 

Though deep play be a very innocent and even 
commendable amusement in itself, it is however, as 
things are yet constituted, a great breach, nay per- 
haps the highest violation possible of the decorum in 
the fair sex. Jf generally fortunate, it induces some 
suspicion of dexterity ; if unfort*inatc, of debt; and- 
in this latter case, the ways and means for raising 
the supplies necessary for the current year, are 
sometimes supposed to be unwarrantable. But what 
is still much more important, is, that the agonies 
of an ill run will disfigure the finest face in the world, 
and cause most ungraceful emotions. I have known 
a bad game, suddenly produced upon a good game, 
for a deep stake at Bragg or Commerce, almost 
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luake tlic vermilion turn palj, and elicit troni lips, 
where the sweets ot' Hybla dwelt, and where the loves 
and graces played, some murmured oaths, vJnch 
thougli minced and mitigated a little in their ter- 
minations, seemed to me upon the whole to be ra- 
ther unbecoming. 

Another singular advantage wljidi will ansc to 
jjiy lair countrywomen of distinct ion IVom ilio ob- 
servance of this dccormUy is, that they will ncveiL 
want Some creditable led captains to uitenu them at 
a miiuue’s warning to operas, plays, llaiicLigli, and 
V' auxall ; wlu'roas 1 luive known some women ol' 
extreme condition, who by neglecting the iheornm^ 
liad slatterned away their characters to sucli a de- 
gree, as to be obliged upon those emergencies to 
take up with mere toad-eaters of very equivocal 
rank and character, who by no means graced tlicir 
entry into public places. 

To the young unmarried ladies, I beg leave to re* 
present, tliat Xhhdecorum will make a diHerence of at 
least live-and-twcnty, if not fifty per cent in thei: 
fortunes, dlic pretty men, who Iiave commonly 
the honour of attending them, arc not in general 
the marrying kind of men ; they love them too 
much nr too little, know them too well, or not well 
enough, to think of marrying them. The husband - 
like men are a set of awkward fellows with good 
estates, and who not having got the better of vulgar 
prejudices, lay some stress upon the characters of 
their wives, and the legitimacy of the heirs to their 
estates and titles. Tliesc are to be caught ordy b} 
les wwnrs ; the hook must bo baited with the 
corum ; the naked one will not do. 

1 must o\vn that it seems too severe to deny young 
ladies tlie innocent amusements of the present times, 
but I beg of them to recollect that I mean only with 
regard to outward appearances ; and 1 should pre- 
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same tliat ike a teles with the pretty men might be 
contrived and brought about in places less public 
than Kensington-gardens, the two parks, the high 
roads, or the streets of London. 

Having thus combined, as 1 flatter myself that I 
have, the solid enjoyments of vice, with the useful 
appearances of virtue, I think myself entitled to the 
thanks of my country in general, and to that just 
praise which Horace gives to the author qni misemt 
utile duLci ; or in English, who joins the useful with 
the agreeable. 


N° 190. THURSDAY, AUGUST 19, 1750. 


I CAN remember, when I was a young man at the 
university, being so much affected with that very 
pathetic speech, which Ovid has put into the mouth 
of Pythagoras, against eating the flesh of animals, 
that it was some time before I could bring myself 
to our college mutton again, without some inward 
doubt whether I was not making myself an accom- 
plice to a murder. My scruples remained unrecon- 
ciled to the committing so horrid a meal, till upon 
serious reflection 1 became convinced of its legalit}', 
from the general order of nature, who has instituted 
the universal preying upon the weaker as one of her 
first principles ; though to me it has ever appeared 
an incomprehensible mystery, that she who could 
not be restrained by any want of materials Irani 
furnishing supplies for the support of her various 
offspring, should lay them under the necessity of 
devouring one another. 

But though this reflection had force enough to 
dispyihagorizc me, before my companions hud lime 

VUI . XXIX. R 
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to make obsenrations upon my behaviour, which 
could by no means have turned to my advantage m 
the world, I for a great while retained so ten&'r a 
regard for all my fellow-creatures, that 1 have se- 
veral times brought myself into imminent peril, by 
my attempts to rescue persecuted cats from the 
hands and teeth of their worryers ; by endeavouring 
to prevent the engagement of dogs, who had mani- 
festly no quarrel of their own; and by putting 
butchers’ boys in mind, that as their sheep were going 
to die, they walked full as fast as could be reasonably 
expected, without the cruel blows they were so libe- 
ral in bestowing upon them. As I commonly came 
off by the worst in these disputes, and as I could not 
but observe that I often aggravated, never diminish- 
ed, the ill-treatment of these innocent sufferers, I 
soon found it necessary to consult my own ease, as 
well as security, by turning down another street, 
whenever 1 met with an adventure of this kind, ra- 
ther than be compelled to be a spectator of what 
would shock me, or be provoked to run myself into 
danger, without the least advantage to those whom 
I would assist. 

I have kept strictly ever since to this method of 
flying from the sight of cruelty, whenever I couid 
find ground-room for it: and I make no manner of 
doubt, that 1 have more than once escaped the horns 
of a mad ox, as all of that species are called, that do 
not choose to be tormented as well as killed. But on 
the other hand, these escapes of mine have very fre- 
quently run me into great inconveniences ; I have 
sometimes been led into such a series of blind al- 
leys, that it has been matter of great difficulty to 
me to find my way out of them. I have been be- 
trayed by my hurry into the middle of a market, the 
proper resid^ce of inhumanity. I have paid many 
a six-and •eight-pence ibr non-appearance at the 
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hour my ianry^r had appointed for business ; and, 
what would hurt some people worse than all the 
rest, I have frequently arrived too late for the din» 
»ers I have been invited to at the houses of my 
friends. 

All these difficulties and distresses, I began to 
flatter myself, were going to be removed, and that 
1 should be left at liberty to pursue my walks through 
the straitest and broadest streets, when Mr. Hogarth 
first published his prints upon the subject of cruelty ; 
but whatever success so much ingenuity, founded 
upon so much humanity, might deserve, all the hopes 
1 had built of seeing a reformation proved vain and 
fruitless. I am sorry so say it, but there still remain 
in the streets of this metropolis more scenes of bar- 
barity than perhaps arc to be met with in ail Europe 
besides. Asia is too well kimwn for compassion to 
brutes ; and nobody who has read Busbequius, will 
wonder at me for most heartily wishing that our 
common people were no crueller than Turks.. 

1 should have apprehensions of being laughed at, 
were I to complain of want of compassion in our 
law ; the very word seeming contradictory to any 
idea of it ; but I will venture to own that to me it 
appears strange, that the man against whom 1 should 
be enabled to bring an action for laying a little dirt 
at ray door, may with impunity drive by it half a 
dozen calves, witli tlieir tails lopped close to their 
bodies, and their binder parts covered with blood. 
He must have a passion for neatness not to be envied, 
who dbes not think this a greater nuisance than the 
sight of a few cinders. 

I know not whether it is from the clergy’s having 
looked upon this subject as too trivial for their nof 
tice, that we find them more silent upon ijt than 
could be wished : for as slaughter is at present no 
branch of the priesthood, it is to be presumed they 
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have as much compassion as other men. The Spec- 
tator has exclaimed against the cruelty of roasting 
lobsters alive, and of whipping pigs to death : but 
the misfortune is, the writings of an Addison are 
seldom read by cooks and butchers. As to the 
thinking part of mankind, it has always been con- 
vinced, I believe, that however conformable to the 
general rule of nature our devouring animals may 
he (for 1 would not be understood to impeach, what 
is our only visible prerogative as lords of the crea- 
tion, an unbounded licence of teeth) we are never- 
ihcless under indelible obligations to prevent their 
sullering any degree of pain, more than is abso- 
lutel}^ unavoidable. But this conviction lies in such 
hands, that 1 fear not one poor creature in a mil- 
lion has ever larcd the better for it, and 1 believe 
never will; since people of condition, the only 
source from whence this pity is to flow, arc so far 
from inculcating it to those beneath them, that a 
very few winters ago they suffered themselves to be 
entertained at a public theatre by the performances 
of an unhappy compan}^ of animals, who could only 
Jiave been made actors by the utmost energy of whip- 
cord and starving, 

I acknowledged my tenderness to be particularly 
affected in favour of so liiithful and useful a crea- 
ture as a dog : an animal so approaching to us in 
sense, so dependent upon us for support, and so 
peculiarly tlic friend of man, that he deserves the 
kindest and most gentle usage. For no less tlian 
tim whole race of tliesc animals 1 have been under 
the greatest alarms, ever since the tax upon dogs 
was first reported to be in agitation. I thought it a 
little hard indeed, that a man should be taxed for 
having one creature in his house in vvhich he might 
confide ; hut when 1 heard that officers were to be 
appointed, to knock out the brains of all these ho- 
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ncs€ domestics, who should presume to make their 
appearance in the streets without the passport of 
their master's name about their necks, 1 became 
seriously concerned for them. 

This enmity against dogs is pretended to be 
founded upon the apprehension of their going mad : 
but an easier remedy might be applied by abolish- 
ing the custom (with many others equally ingenious) 
of tying bottles and stones to their tails ; by which 
means (and in this one particular I must give up 
my clients) the unfortunate sufferer becomes sub- 
ject to the persecutions of his own species, too apt 
to join the run against a brother in distress. But 
great allowance should be made for an animal, who 
in an intimacy of near six thousand years with man, 
has learnt but one of his bad qualities. 

To conclude this subject: as I cannot but join in 
opinion with Mr. Hogarth, that the frequency of 
murders among us is greatly owing to those scenes 
of cruelty, which the lower ranks of people are so 
much accustomed to ; instead of multiplying such 
scenes, I should rather hope that some proper me- 
thod might be fixed upon, either for preventing 
them, or removing them out of sight: so that our 
infants might grow up into the world in a fami- 
liarity with blood. If we may believe the natur- 
alists, that a lion is a gentle animal till his tongue 
has been dipped in blood, what precaution ought 
we to use to prevent man from being inured to it, 
who has such superiority of power to do mischief? 
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N” 191. THURSDAY, AUGUST 26, 1756. 


Difficile est Salirain, non scrihere. Juv. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

‘ Sin; 

It has always appeared to me that there is some- 
thing extremely absurd in a general satire: for a.s it 
will always instruct vanity how to shun, and enable 
impudence to reject its application, I cannot disco- 
ver that it is likely to answer any better purpose, 
than tliat of giving encouragement to rogues, and 
administering comfort to fools. 

This species of writing is by no means of modern 
invention, and consequently can have no essential 
connexion with the reigning manners of the present 
times. If we examine the satirists of any other 
age, wc shall find that they have all unanimously 
followed the example of their father Simonides, 
and represented the human species in a very unna- 
tural light; nor do I think it possible for any one 
to di'^play his talents this way, without having re- 
course to the same expedient. From hence 1 would 
infer, that the description of a monstrous charac- 
ter, in those early days of simplicity and innocence, 
was considered only as an ingenious piece of inven- 
tion, and that their false notion of wit was the sole 
occasion of their giving into such a ridiculous cus- 
tom. And this, as 1 take it, will be sufficient to 
account for its being so fashionable with us at this 
rime, though there be manifestly no other reason 
fi)r our admitting it, than because we are pleased to 
fancy the judgment of the ancients, and love to 
copy indiscriminately from all their models with a 
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servile veneratian. But supposing tin's to be a true 
representation of tlie case before us, ami that men 
of wit never satirize with any offensive design, but 
purely for the sake of displaying their abilities; yet 
what shall we say for those churlish nialecontents, 
who pretend to write satire, witli no other earthly 
talent for it than rank malevolence? Why truly, 
it is to be feared, they have no less exasperating a 
reason for reviling all mankind, than because they 
are deservedly despised by every body that knows 
tliem. For as it is absurd to suppose, that a man 
who has alwa3's been very civil!}’ treated by tlie 
world, should have any i))cIination to fall out with 
it in good earnest, so every worthless fellow who 
has been justly mortified by its contempt or aver- 
sion, will naturally be provoked to expose himself 
to its utmost derision, by a silly attempt to retaliate 
the insult. And hence it is, that if a few splenetic 
conceited wretches arc not caressed np to the ex- 
travagant expectation of their own imaginary de- 
serts, they shall immediately vent their resentment 
in all those alarming exclamations, which liavc, with 
equal propriety, been echoed through every century 
of the world. Then forsooth, that utter neglect of 
merit, which has been the constant reproach of every 
other age, shall once more be the peculiar infamy 
of this; then we shall be supk again into the very 
dregs of time, and shall at length be most assuredly 
filling up that astonishing measure (»f iniquity, which 
lias been just on the very brink of being completed, 
ever since the first judicial infliction of a universal 
deluge. 

It is very remarkable that this whim of degene- 
racy has always been most prevalent in the most re- 
fined and enlightened ages, and that it has constant- 
ly increased in exact proportion with the progress 
of arts and sciences. Every considerate person, 
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therefore, upon such a discovery, will of course be 
inclined to consider all invectives against the cor- 
ruption of the present times, as so many convincing 
testimonies of our real improvement. I find, Mr. 
FitZ'Adam, it is your opinion, that the experience 
of our ancestors has not been entirely thrown away 
upon us, and that the world is likely to grow better 
anil wiser the longer it lasts, i must own 1 am en- 
tirely of your way of thinking, and should be very 
ready to declare, was I not afraid of offending your 
modesty, how much benefit it is likely to receive 
from your weekly instructions. 

To those who are sequestered from the more 
crowded scenes of life, and must therefore find 
themselves forestalled almost on every subject, but 
such as the private fund of their own imaginations 
can furnish them with ; to those, I say, it may seem 
very surprising that you should be able to procure 
so many fresh materials for the gratification of their 
curiosity. But the fancy of the polite multitude is 
inexhaustibly fertile; and they who are conversant 
with it at this time, will be so far from imagining 
that you arc distressed for want of novelty, that 
they will rather think it impossible for the nimblest 
pen to keep pace with its innovations. The only 
thing that can give them any surprise is, that you 
should still be catching at every recent folly that 
comes in your way, when they can supply you with 
such a plentiful crop of new and unheard-of virtues. 
I am aware that new virtues will sound a little odd 
to some precise formal creatures, who have con- 
ceived a strange notion that all the virtues must 
eternally and invariably result from some certain 
unintelligible principles, which are called the rela- 
tions and fitnesses of things. But surely no man in 
his senses would ever refuse to vary the fashion of 
bis morals, if the taste of tlic times required it; fur 
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it would be absurd to the last degree, to suppose 
that it is not altogether as reasonable to dross out 
our manners to the best advantage, as to wear any 
external ornament fur the recommendation of our 
persons; and not only because the common prac- 
tice of the world will justify our using as much art 
in managing the former as the latter, but because 
it is difficult to conceive that there should be any 
more essential barm in new modelling a habit *0!' 
the mind, than in altering the trim of a coat or 
waistcoat. 

And really it is astonishing to think what an ad- 
vantage our present improved state of morality has 
over all the ancient systems of virtue. If barely to 
avoid vice has been generally reckoned the begin- 
ning of virtue, to convert vice itself into virtue, 
iiiubt needs border very nearly on the very perfec- 
tion of merit. And can any one pretend to deny 
but that many practices, which in times past were 
l^randcd witli infamy, have at length, by our inge- 
nious contrivances, been transformed into the most 
reputable accomplishments? A great wit of the 
last age having asked, by way of a j)roblem, why it 
was much more difficult to say any thing new in a 
panegyric than in a satire, endeavoured to account 
for it himself, by observing, that all the virtues of 
mankind were to be counted upon a few fingers, 
whereas their vices were innumerable, and time was 
hourly adding to the l)eap. But a late moralist has 
been so obliging as to make a great diminution in 
the number of our vices, and withal so ingenious, 
as to inlist the greatest part of them into the cata- 
logue of virtues; so that at present a copious lam- 
poon ought to be looked upon as a work of amaz- 
ing invention, and a trite or barren dedication as 
the effect only of dulness. I will not pretend to 
prophesy to wffiat an eminent degree of perfection 
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this double advantage must in time advance us. It 
is certain that we have at present but few vices left 
for us to encounter with ; and as I have reason to 
believe, that it is their names chiefly which make 
them formidable, I think it would be very prudent 
first of all to give their characters a little softening s 
for could we but once bring ourselves to look upon 
them with indifference, I make no doubt but we 
should soon be able, either to extirpate them en- 
tirely, or, at least, to gain them over with the rest 
of their party to the side of virtue. 

Some travellers, indeed, have endeavoured to 
make us believe, that many of our modern virtues 
have been long since practised in some other parts 
of the world : but let them talk of the Mengrclians, 
Topinambos, and Hottentots as much as they please, 
yet 1 am satisfied that we have made more refine- 
ments, if not more discoveries, than any of them ; 
and that we are still cultivating many curious tracts 
in the regions of virtue, which, in all likelihood, 
xvithout our assistance, must have for ever remained 
m the terra incognita of morals. 

t am, StR, 

Yours, 


192. THURSDAY, SEPT, g, 1756. 


In all my researches into the human heart (the 
study of which has taken up my principal attention 
for these forty years past) 1 have never been so 
confounded and perplexed as at discovering, that 
while people are indulging themselves openly and 
without disguise in the commission of almost every 
vice that their natures incline them to, they should 
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desire to conceal their virtues, as if they were really 
ashamed of them, and considered them as so many 
weaknesses in their constitutions. I know a man 
at this very hour, who is in his heart tiie most do« 
mestic creature living, and whose wife and children 
are the only delight of his life, yet who, for fear of 
being laughed at by his acquaintance, and to gOt a 
reputation in the world, is doing penance every 
evening at the tavern, and perpetually hinting to his 
companions, that he has a mistress in private. 1 
am acquainted with another^ who being ovcrheaid 
upon a sick-bed, to recommend himself to the^care 
of Heaven in a short ejaculation, was so ashamed 
of being told of it, that he pleaded light-hcaded- 
ness for his excuse, protesting that he could nqt 
possibly have been in his right senses, and guilty of 
such a weakness. I know also a third, who from a 
serious turn of mind, goes to church every Sunday, 
in a part of the town where he is totally unknown, 
that he may recommend himself to his acquaint- 
ance, by laughing at public worship and ridiculing 
the parsons. 

There are men who are so fond of the reputation 
of an intrigue with a handsome married woman, 
that without the least passion for the object of their 
pursuit, or perhaps the ability to gratify it if they 
had, arc toasting her ^ all companies, pursuing heir 
to every public place, and eternally buzzing in her 
ear, to convince the world that they are m [)osses- 
sion of a happiness, which if offered to them, would 
only end in their disappointment and disgrace# 
And what is still more unaccountable, tin; lady thus 
pursued^ who possibly prefers her husband to afl 
other men, should countenance by her beliaviour 
the suspicions entertained of her : and contenting 
herself with the secret consciousness of liur inno* 



192 


WORLtJ. 


N® 192. 


ccncc, shall take pains to be thought infamous by 
the whole town. 

That there are persons of a different stamp from 
these, 1 very readily allow ; persons who determine 
to pay themselves by pleasure for the 'scandal they 
have occasioned. But it is really my opinion, that 
if the mask were torn off, W'c should find more vir- 
tues and fewer vices to exist among us, than are 
commonly imagined by those who judge only from 
appearances. 

A very ingenious Trench writer, speaking of the 
orce of custom and example, makes the following 
remarks upon his countrymen. 

‘ A man ( says he) of good sense and good nature, 
speaks ill of the absent, because he would not be 
despised by those who are present. Another would 
be honest, humane, and without pride, if he was not 
afraid of being ridiculous; and a third becomes 
really ridiculous, through such qualities as would 
make him a model of perfection, if lie dared to 
exert them, and assume his just merits. In a word 
(continues he), our vices are artificial as well as our 
virtues, and the frivolousness of our characters per- 
mits us to be but imperfectly what we are. Like 
the play-things we give our children, we are only a 
faint resemblance of what we would appear. Ac- 
cordingly we are esteemed by other nations only as 
the petty toys and trifles of^ociety. The first law 
of our politeness regards tlic women. A man of 
the highest rank, owes the utmost complaisance to 
a woman of the very lowest condition, and would 
blush for shame, and think himself ridiculous in the 
highest degree, if he oficred her any personal insult. 
And yet such a man may deceive and betray a wo- 
man of merit, and blacken her reputation, without 
the least apprehension either of blame or puiiish- 
nient.* 
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I have quoted these remarks that I might do jus- 
tice to the candour of the Frenchman who wrote 
them, and at the same time vindicate my country- 
men (unaccountable as they are) from the unjust 
imputation of being more ridiculous and absurd 
than the rest of mankind. 

In France, every married woman of condition in- 
trigues openly ; and it is thought the highest breach 
of French politeness, for the husband to interfere in 
any of her pleasures. A man may be called to an 
account for having seduced his friend’s sister or 
daughter, because it may be presumed he has car- 
ried his point a promise of marriage ; but with a 
married woman the case is quffe different, as her 
gallant can only have applied to Iier inclinations, or 
gratified the longings of a lady, whom it had been 
infamy to have refused. 

There is a story of a Frenchman, which as I have 
only heard once, and the majority of my readers 
perhaps never, I shall beg leave to relate. A banker 
at Paris who had a very handsome wife, invited an 
English gentleman, with whom he had some money 
transactions, to take a dinner with him at his coun- 
try-house. Soon after dinner, the Frenchman was 
called out upon business, and his friend left alone 
with the lady, who to his great surprise, from 
being the easiest and gayest woman imaginable, 
scarcely condescended to give an answer to any of 
his questions ; and at last, starting from her chair, 
and surveying him for some time witli a look of in- 
dignation and contempt, she gave him a hearty box 
on the ear, and ran furiously out of the room. 
While the Englishman was stroking his face, and 
endeavouring to penetrate into this mysterious be- 
haviour, the husband returned; and finding his 
friend alone, and inquiring into the reason, was 
told the whole story. What, sir, says hc; did she 

VOL, XXIX. a 



WORLD. 


NO 192. 


191? 

strike you ? How did you entertain her ? With the 
common occurrences of the town, answered the 
Englishman ; nothing more, 1 assure you. And did 
you offer no rudeness to her, returned the other ? 
No, upon my lionour, replied the friend. She has 
behaved as she ought, then, said the Frenchman ; 
for to be alone with a fine woman, and make no at- 
tempt upon her virtue, is an affront to her beauty ; 
and she has resented the indignity as became a wo- 
man of spirit. 

1 am prevented from returning to the subject of 
this paper, by a letter which I have just now receivc^d 
by the penny-post, g^nd which I shall lay before my 
readers exactly as it was sent me. 

Mr. Fitz-Adam ; 

Walking up St. James’s street the other day, 1 was 
slopt by a very smart young female who begged ray 
pardon for her boldness, and looking very inno- 
cently in my face, asked me, ifl did not know her. 
The manner of her accosting me, and the extreme 
prettiness of her figure, made me look at her with 
attention ; and I ^oon recollected that she had been 
a servant girl of my wife’s, who had taken lier from 
the country, and after keeping her three years in 
her service, had dismissed her about two months 
ago. ‘ What Nanny,’ said I, * is it you ? I never 
saw any body so fine in all my life.’ ‘ () sir !’ says 
she, (with the most innocent smile imaginable, 
bridling her head, and curt sying down to the 
ground) ‘ I have been debauched since I lived with 
my mistress.’ < Have you so, Mrs. Nanny,’ said I ; 
^ And pray, child, who is it that has debauclied you ?’ 
‘ O, sir !’ says she, ‘ one of the worthiest gentlemen 
in the world, and he has bought me a new negligee 
for every day in the week.’ The girl pressed nie 
earnestly to go and look at her lodgings, which slic 
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assured me were hard by in Biiry-street, and as 
line as a duchess’s; but I declined her offer, knowing 
that any arguments of mine in favour of virtue and 
stuff-gowns, would avail but little against pleasure 
and silk negligees. I therefore contented myself 
with expressing my concern for the way of life she 
had entered into, and bad her farewell. 

Being a man inclined to speculate a little, as of< 
ten as I think of the finery of this girl, and the rea- 
son alleged for it, I cannot help fancying, whenever 
1 fall in company with a pretty woman, dressed out 
beyond her visible circumstances, patched, painted, 
and ornamented to the extent of the mode, that she 
is going to make me her best curt’sy, and to tell me, 
‘ O, sir ! I have been debauched since I kept good 
company.* 

But though this excuse for finery was given me by 
a woman, I believe it may with equal propriety be ap* 
plied to tlie men. Fine places, fine fortunes, fine 
houses, and fine things of all kinds, are too often 
purchased at the expense of honesty ; and I seldom 
see a plain country gentleman turned courtier, and 
bowing in a fine coat at tlie levees of great men, 
whose looks do not tell me that he is come to town 
to be debauched. 

I could wish, Mr. Fitz-Adam, that from these 
rude hints, you would favour your readers with a 
speculation upon this subject, which would be 
Jiighly entertaining to all, and particularly oblig- 
ing to 

Sir, 

Your most humble sermnt, 


C. D* 
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193. THURSDAY, SEPT. 9, 1756. 


To Mr, Fitz-Adam. 

Srit; 

As 1 have a singular fovour to beg of you, I think 
it proper to preface my request with some account 
of 'myself. 

1 am at present one of the numerous fraternity of 
DISTRESSED GENTLEMEN : a disconsolate being, 
daily contending betwixt pride and poverty; a 
mournful relic of mis-spent youth ; a walking dial, 
with two hands pointing to the lost hours : and 
having been long ago tired with putting my fingers 
into empty pockets, am at last desirous of employ- 
ing them in soliciting the assistance and recommen- 
dation of the World. 

I was bred at a great public school, not far from 
this metropolis, where I acquired a knowledge of 
the classics and the town superior to my years. 
From this school I was transmitted to a renowuied 
college in a celebrated university, from whence my 
dull and phlegmatic contemporaries have slid into 
the greatest preferiuciits in church and state. They 
contented themselves indeed wuth going on a jog 
trot in the common road of application and patience, 
w^liile I galloped with spirit through ways less con- 
fined, till at last 1 found myself benighted in a maze 
of debts and distresses. However, as I continued 
to adorn iny mind with the most elevated sentiments 
of ancient and modern poetry, I was the most san- 
guine of‘ all mortals, never once doubting but that 
the time would shortly arrive, when I was to be 
loaded with fortune, and distinguished by honours. 
I looked upon avarice as the meanest of vices, and 
therefore rooted it from my bosom. I considered 
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friendship as the noblest of virtues, and therefore 
became the friend of every body. Impudence I dis- 
carded, and called in modesty and humility to be 
my counsellors. Thus generous, friendly, modest, 
and humble, I was placed by my friends in the 
Inner Temple. But I quickly discovered that my 
acquired virtues, and uncommon knowledge, jvere 
so many impediments to the study of the law; a 
profession too solid in itself to require any external 
advantages, and ( except the great wig and serje^nt’s 
coift*) seeming absolutely independent of all acqui- 
sitions whatsoever. I therefore quitted it in time, 
and commenced fine gentleman. In this capacity I 
had the honour of sipping my chocolate in a certain 
house, was chosen member of a certain club, and 
soon found that I wanted nothing but money to 
have passed my time as agreeably as the best of 
them ; that is to say, by being always in good com- 
pany, without the fatigue of good conversation ; 
ever at a feast, without the vulgar call of appetite ; 
constantly at play, without the least sport ; hunger- 
ing after politics, without the powers of digestion j 
and embarrassed with acquaintance without a single 
friend. But wanting the one thing needful for all 
these enjoyments, and there being a war upon the 
continent, 1 quitted the fine gentleman for the sol- 
dier, and made a campaign in Flanders. My regi- 
mentals were highly pleasing to me ; and I had cer- 
tainly succeeded to a staff before the end of the war, 
could I have arrived at the least smattering either 
of gunnery or fortification. 1 had read Caesar^s 
Commentaries and Polybius, and fancied myself im- 
proved by them; but Bland’s treatise of military 
exercise was what I could never comprehend. How- 
ever I loitered through the campaign without igno- 
miny, and at my return home wisely sold my 
commission. 

s 3 
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The great and decisive step in life still remained 
untried. The temple of Hymen, with all its en- 
chanting prospects, was open to my view, and al- 
lured my attention. The groups of Cupids that 
seemed to flutter in the roof, together with the 
gaiety and satisfaction that appeared in every face, 
tempted me to enter ; and amidst a crowd of beau- 
ties, a young lady of a most ingenuous countenance 
and slender make, soon captivated my choice. She 
was void of prijle, notable, steady, enterprizing, and 
every way qualified for the station of life in which 
fortune had placed her, which was that of a maid of 
honour to a foreign princess. Her name was Ma- 
demoiselle Necessite', daughter of a younger 
branch of the ancient family of that name in Gas- 
cony. She lent a favourable ear to my addresses : 
and indeed a strong similitude of features and 
circumstances seemed to have destined us for one 
another. 

Amidst the inexpressible joys of this union, I be- 
came the father of two lovely daughters, who were 
christened by very genteel foreign names, signifying 
in English Assurance and Invention. I ex- 
hausted the small remainder of my substance on the 
education of these daughters; not doubting but 
that they were given to me for the support of iny 
declining years. At the instigation of the eldest, I 
commenced author, and made the press groan with 
my productions in prose and verse. I sighed for the 
revival of factions and parties, to have an oppor- 
tunity of signalizing my pen in the service of my 
country ; and like the heroine of old, who encompas- 
sed a large territory with a single hide, 1 entertained 
hopes, from a well-timed halfpenny ballad, to new- 
hang my garret with the most elegant paper. But 
1 soon found that I had nothing to eat but my own 
words, and that it was in vain for me to \yrite^ 
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unless a scheme was found out to compel men to 
read: and indeed, were it not for the charity- 
schools, which have in some measure multiplied 
the literati in this country, the names of author 
and publisher would long since have been ob- 
literated. 

You may easily perceive, sir, that 1 am now in 
that class of life, which I can only distinguKh 
by the title of a distressed gentleman. But 
however uncomfortable my situation may be, I am 
determined to give my existence fair play, and to 
see it out to the last act. You need therefore be 
under no apprehensions of my dying suddenly : 
and to say the truth, 1 have so great a veneration 
for physicians and apothecaries, that I cannot think 
of taking the business out of their hands, by becom- 
ing my own executioner. 

My youngest daughter, who is really a most 
ingenious girl, has frequently solicited me to try 
a scheme of hcr's; which, after long and mature 
deliberation, I am inclined to think may be of great 
service to my country, and of no small benefit to 
myself and family. * 

I have long remarked the number of Sudden 
DEATHS that abound in this island, and have ever 
lamented the disgraceful methods that persons of 
both sexes in this metropolis are almost daily tak- 
ing to get rid of their being. The disfiguring pistol, 
the slow stupefaction of laudanum, the ignominious 
rope, the uncertain garter, the vulgarity of the 
New River, and the fetid impurity ef Rosamond's 
pond, must be extremely shocking to the delicacy of 
all genteel persons, who are willing to die decently 
as well as suddenly. At once therefore to remedy 
these inconveniencies, I have contracted for a piece 
of ground near the Foundling-hospital, and pro- 
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cured credit with a builder to erect convenient 
apartments for the reception of all such of the no- 
bility, gentry, and others, as arc tired of life. I 
have contrived a most effectual machine for the 
easy decapitation of such as choose that noble and 
honourable exit ; which no doubt must give great 
satisfaction to all persons of quality, and those who 
would imitate them. I have a commodious bath 
for disappointed ladies, paved with marble, and fed 
by the clearest springs, where the patient may drown 
the utmost privacy and elegance. I liave pis- 
tols for gamesters, which (instead of bullets or 
slugsl are charged with loaded dice, so that they 
may nave the pleasure of putting an end to their 
existence by the very mean§ wdiich supported it. 
I have daggers und poison for distressed actors and 
actresses, and swords fixed obliquely in the floor 
with their points upwards, for the gentlemen of the 
army. For attornies, tradesmen, and mechanics, 
who have no taste for the genteeler exits, I have a 
long room, in which a range of halters are fastened 
to a beam, with their nooses ready tied. I have 
also a handsome garden for the entombing of all my 
good customers, and shall submit their considera- 
tion of me to their own generosity, only claiming 
their heads as my constant fee, that by frequent dis- 
sections and examinations into the several brains, 
I may at last discover and remedy the cause of so 
unnatural a propensity. And that nothing may be 
wanting to make my scfieme complete, I propose 
agreehig with a coroner by the year, to bring in 
such verdicts as 1 shall think proper to direct. 

This, sir, is my scheme ; and the favour 1 have to 
ask, is, that you will recommend it to the public, 
and make it known through your World, that I 
shall open my house on the first day of November 
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next ; and that to prevent mistakes, there will be 
written, in large capitals over the door, 

THE RECEPTACLE FOR SUICIDES. 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble servant^ 

John Anthony Tristmak. 


Wm- TIIUMHDAY, SEPT. 16, 1756. 


i HAVE Jatel}^ considered it as a very great mis- 
fortune, that in various papers of this work I havt? 
made no scruple of honestly confessing to my readers, 
that I look upon myself to be the wisest and most 
learned philosopher of this age and nation. Rut 
the word is gone forth and I cannot retract it ; nor 
indeed would it be fair in me to attempt it, as J find 
no manner of decay in my intellectual faculties, but 
on the contrary, that I am treasuring up new know- 
ledge day after day. I w^as aw^are indeed that such 
a confession^ given modestly and voluntarily under 
my own hand, and confirmed every week by a most 
excellent essay, would gain universal belie!*, and 
bring upon me the envy of the weak and malicious ; 
but with all my penetration, I was far from forseeing 
the many inconveniences to which it lias subjected 
me. 

My lodgings are crowded almost every morning 
with learned ladies of all ranks, who, like so many 
queens of Slieba, are come from afar to hear the wis- 
dom of Solomon: butithappensa little unfortunately, 
that though my answers to their questions give equal 
satisfaction with those of that monarch, yet the gold, 
and the spices, and the precious stones, which were 



WORLD. 


202 


NO 194? 


the ro^vard of his wisdom, are never so much as 
offered me. 

In the families which I visit abroad, a profound 
silence is observed as soon as I enter the room ; so 
that instead of mixing in a free and easy conver- 
sation, 1 labour under all the disadvantages of a 
king, by being so unfortunately circumstanced as to 
have no equal. 

J have endeavoured by stratagem to remove these 
inconveniences, and have frequently written a very 
dull paper, that my companions may imagine they 
have caught me tripping, and be induced to con- 
verse with me as with other men ; but they found 
out my design, and are so far from applying to me 
the aliquando bonus domiiat HomeruSy that they re- 
gard me as a prodigy wherever 1 am seen. Mrs. 
Fitz-Adam, indeed, who is less in awe of me than 
perhaps J would sometimes choose, and who is of a 
communicative disposition, never fails to inform me 
how the world goes on ; she also encourages her 
maid Betty (who is a very knowing body in all fa- 
mily concerns) to bestow upon me, as she waits at 
table, her whole stock of intelligence : which if I 
had a mind to be personal, would contribute greatly 
to the entertainment of these papers. 1 ought not 
to conceal that I owe the freedom with which the 
girl treats me, to the small opinion she has con- 
ceived of my parts ; having been often urged by her 
to turn the World into a newspaper, for that then 
there would be truth in it, and something worth 
reading. 

At the coffee-houses I am still more perplexed 
than in private families : for as every man there is 
a politician, and as 1 have incautiously declared in 
print that I am a consummate master of that sci- 
ence, I am surrounded at my entrance by all the 
(company in the room, and questioned by twenty 
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voices at once on the state of public affairs. I am 
drawn into an ambuscade with general Braddock, 
and kept in close confinement with admiral Byng. 
Ilussia and Prussia, thougli our very good friends 
and allies, have declared war upon my quiet, and 
the national Militia has beaten me out of doors. To 
plead ignorance upon these occasions would be 
highly unbecoming a lover of truth, who has given 
it under his hand that he knows every thing ; and 
to discover all I know, might, as matters stand at 
present, be a little imprudent. 1 am therefore a 
silent hearer of all the questions that are asked me, 
till having tired them w^ith taciturnity, 1 am suffered 
to escape. ^ 

To remedy this inconvenience, and as I am a 
great walker, I now' and then take a stroll to the 
coffee-houses about Moorfields and Cripplegate, 
where, if not my name, my person at least is un- 
known. At these places I have the good fortune of 
being an uninterrupted hearer of all that passes ; 
and 1 cannot sufficiently express the pleasure I re- 
ceive at seeing so many worthy tradesmen and me- 
chanics met together every evening for the good of 
their country, and each of them laying down a sys- 
tem of politics, that w ould do honour to the sagacity 
of the ablest administration, 

I am tempted to take these walks rather oftener 
than is agreeable to me, to avoid certain inconve- 
niences at home, which my wonderful abilities are 
alnmst continually subjecting me to. The political 
writers are at present a numerous body; and as they 
cannot but take notice that 1 am making no pe- 
cuniary advantage of my great knowledge in public 
affairs, and are thoroughly sensible that a very small 
part of* it wculd make a rich figure in a twelve- 
penny pamphlet, they are continually tcazing me 
(according to <he school-boy’s phrase) for a little 
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sense: but whatever sense the readers of those 
pamphlets may chance to find in them, I can truly 
assure them that it is none of mine. The constitu- 
ents of boroughs are also very importunate with me 
for letters of instruction to their several members : 
but though 1 entirely approve of this custom, anti 
think it highly necessary that every gentleman in 
pj?rliament should be instructed by liis constituents 
in the true interest of his countr}^, yet I beg to be 
excused from meddjing with sucli matters, and con- 
tent myself with dismissing the said constituents 
with one word of advice, which is, that in all their 
remonstrances to their members, they would touch 
as slightly as possible upon the grievance of corrup- 
tion ; it being, in my private opinion, quarrelling 
with their bread and butter. 

To balance all this weight of inconveniences, 1 
have nothing but a little vanity to throw into the 
scale : for to confess a very serious truth, the happi- 
ness I enjoy is more owing to my great virtue than 
my great knowledge ; and were it not for my good* 
will to mankind, who will not suffer themselves to 
be instructed by any other hand, 1 would part wuth 
my wusdotn at a very easy price, and be as ignorant 
as the best of them. 

The value of every acquisition is only to be esti- 
mated by its use ; and every body knows, that in 
the commerce with the world, an ounce of cunning 
is worth a pound of sense. I am sorry to say it, but 
the whistle, the top, the hobby horse, and the raree- 
show, have administered more delight to my boyish 
days (for I have been a boy as well as others) than 
all the treasures of learning and philosophy have 
done to my riper years. Those pleasures, in time, 
gave way to others of a higher nature ; and the fa- 
cetious Mr. Punch took his turn to entertain me. 
Tlic theatres at last attracted all my attention. 
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There, while my imagination was clicated, and real 
kings and queens, in all the magnificence of royalty 
seemed to be exhibiting themselves to my view, my 
deliglit w^as inexpressible. But reason and know- 
ledge soon combining against me, showed me that 
all was deception ; and in conjunction with a de- 
mon called Taste, suggested to me at one time the 
weakness of the performance, and at another the in- 
capacity of the actors, till in the end, nothing but a 
Shakespear and a Garrick had power to entertain 
me. 

Thus driven by too much refinement from all the 
pleasures of youth, I had recourse to those deep and 
profound studies, that have since made me the ob- 
ject of my ow’n wonder, and the astonishment of 
mankind. But alas! bow ineffectual and unsatisfying 
arc all human acquisitions I The abilities that will 
for ever make my memory revered, are robbing me 
of my enjoyment ; and besides the evils that I have 
already enumerated, 1 am regretting in the best 
company that I cannot enjoy the solidity of my own 
thoughts, and am hardly to be persuaded that There 
is any thing worth reading, but what I write my- 
self. 

A little learning (as Mr. Pope observes) is a 
dangerous thing. Let me add from experience, 
that too much is a fatal one. And indeed it seems 
the peculiar happiness of the present age to chime in 
with these sentiments ; insomuch, that it is hoped 
and expected of the rising generation, that they will 
be so trained up, as to suffer no inconveniencies from 
any learning at all. The pleasures of childhood 
will then be constantly secured to them, and, w itb 
ignorance for their guide, they may take their pil- 
grimage from the cradle to the grave, through a 
constant road of delight. 

Sampson was destroyed by his own strength and 
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the wisdom of Adam Kt 2 -Adatrt, like that of Solo- 
mon of old, is only vanity and vexation. 


195. THURSDAY, SEPT. 23,1756. 


G enerosius 

Perire guarens, ncc jnuliehriter 
Exjjavit ensem, Ilor.. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir; 

To a well disposed mind, there can be no greater 
satisfaction than the knowledge that one's labours 
for the good of the public have been crowned with 
success. This, sir, is remarkably the case of your 
paper of September the 9th, on Suicide ; a fashion- 
able rage, which I hope you will proceed to expose ; 
and I do not doubt but you will be as famous for 
rooting out what I may be allowed to call single 
( omhaty or the humour of fighting with one's self, as 
your predecessor the Tatler w^as for exploding the 
ridiculous custom of duels. The pleasantry of your 
essay on the reigning inodes of voluntary deaths, 
has preserved to a little neighbourhood a very hos- 
pitable gentleman, to the poor, a good friend, to a 
very deserving son and daughter a tender parent, 
and has saved the person himself from a foolish 
exit. Til is character, sir, which perhaps from a 
natural partiality I may have drawn a little too 
amiably, I take to be my own ; and not to trouble 
you with the history of a man who has nothing re- 
markable belonging to him, I will only let you into 
what is so far necessary, as that 1 am a gentieman'of 
about fifty, have a moderate estate in very gocnl 
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condition, have seen a great deal of the world, and 
without being weary of it, live chiefly in the coun- 
try with children wtiom I love. You will be cu- 
rious to know wl)at could drive my thoughts to so 
desperate a resolution, when I tell you fartl)er, that 
I hate gaming, have buried my wife, and have no 
one illness, I3ut alas ! sir, I am extremely W/- 
born : pedigree is my distemper ; and having ob- 
served how much the mode of sejf-murder prewls 
among people of rank, I grew to think that there 
was no living without killing one’s self. I reflected 
how many of my great ancestors had fallen in battle, 
by the axe, or in duels, according as the turn of the 
several ages in which they lived, disposed of the 
nobility ; and I thought the descendant of so many 
heroes must contrive to perish by means as violent 
and illustrious. What a disgrace, thought I, for the 
great grand son of Mowbrays, Veres and Beau- 
champs, to die, in a good old age of a fever ! I 
blushed whenever I cast mine eyes on our gene- 
alogy in the little parlour.— I determined to shoot 
myself. It is true, no man ever had more reluctance 
to leave the w'orld ; and when I went to clean my 
pistols, every drop of Mowbrs^y blood in my veins 
ran as cold as icc. As my constitution is good and 
hearty, 1 thought it would be time enough to die 
SHddenly twenty or thirty years hen(jp ; but l^appen- 
ing about a month ago to be near choaked by a 
fish-bone, 1 was alarmed for the honour of my fa- 
mily, and have been ever since preparing for death. 
The letter to be left on my talkie (which indeed 
cost me some trouble to compose, as 1 had no rea- 
son to give for my sudden resolution) was written 
out fair, when I read your paper : and from that 
minute I have changed my mind ; and though it 
should be ever so great a disgrace to my family,, f 
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am rci^^olvcd to live as long and as happily as 1 
can. 

You will, no doubt, good sir, be encouraged from 
tliig example, to pursue the reformation of this con- 
tagious crime. Even in the small district where f 
live, I am not the only instance of the propensity to 
such a catastroplie. The lord of the manor, whose 
fortune, indeed, is much superior to mine, though 
ihere is no comparison in the antiquity of our fa- 
milies, has had the very same thought. He is 
turned of sixty seven, and is devoured by the stone 
and gout. In a dreadful fit of the former, as his 
physician was sitting by his bed-side, on a sudden 
his lordsliip ceased roaring, and commanded his re- 
lations and chaplain to withdraw, with a composure 
unusual to him even in his best health : and putting 
on the gi cutest appearance of philosophy, or what, 
if the chaplain had staid, would have been called 
losignation, he commanded the doctor to tell him, 
if his case was really desperate. The physician, 
with a slow profusion of latinized evasions, endea- 
voured to elude the question, and to give him some 
glimmerings of hope, that there might be a chance that 
I he exlremitij of pain xvould occasion a degree (^' fever ^ 
flint xnighl not be mortal in itself but vo/iicht if things 
did not come to a crisis sonny might help io carry his 
lordship (ff, ‘ I understand you, by G— d,’ says his 
lordship, with great tranquillity and a few more 
oaths : ♦ Yes, d — n you, you want to kill me with 
some of your confounded distempers ; but I’ll tell 
you what, 1 only asked you, because if I can’t pos- 
sibly live, 1 am determined to kill myself; for rot 
me ! if it shall ever be said that a man of my qua- 
iity died of a cursed natural death. There, tell 
!5oman to give you your fee, and bid him bring me 
my pistols.’ However, the ht abated, and the neigh- 



19.*?. 


WCfhLD. 


209 


bourhood Is still waiting with great impatience to 
be surprised wdth an account of his lordship s liav^ 
ing shot himself. 

However, Mr. Fitz-Adam, eslensive as the service 
is which you may render to the community by abo- 
lishing this heathenish practice, I think in some re- 
spects it is to be treated with tenderness ; in one 
case always to be tolerated. National courage "is 
certainly not at high-water-mark : what if the no- 
tion of the dignity of self-murder should be indulged 
till the end of the war ?* A man who has resolution 
enough to kill himself, will certainly never dread 
being killed by any body else. It is the privilege of 
"Afree-dying Englishman to choose his death : if any of 
our high spirited notions are cramped, it may lea- 
ven our whole fund of valour ; and while we are 
likely to have occasion for all w'e can exert, 1 
should humbly be of opinion, that you permitted 
self-murder till the peace, upon this condition, that 
it should be dishonourable for any man to kill him- 
self, till he had found that no Frenchman was brave 
enough to perform that service for him. 

Indeed the very celebration of this mystery has 
been transacted hitherto in a manner somewhat 
mean, and unworthy people of fashion. No trades- 
man could hang himself more feloniously than 
our very nobles do. There is none of that open de- 
fiance of the laws of their country, none of that con- 
tempt for what the world may think of them, which 
they so properly wear on other occasions. They 
steal out of the world from their own closets, or be- 
fore their servants are up in a morning. They leave 
a miserable apology behind them , instead of sitting 
up all night drinking, till the morning comes for 
dispatching themselves. Unlike their great origi- 
nals, the Romans, who had reduced self-murder to a 
system of good breeding, and used to send cards tq 
T 3 
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their acquaintance to notify their intention. Part 
of the duty of the week in Rome was, to leave one's 
name at the doors of such as were starving them- 
selves. Particular friends were iw; and if very 
intimate, it was even expected that they should use 
some common-place phrases of dissuasion. I can 
conceive no foundation for our shabby way of bolt- 
ing into fothcr world, but that obsolete law which 
indicts a cross-road and a stake on self execu- 
tioners ,* a most absurd statute ; nor can I imagine 
any penalty that would be ofiectual, unless one could 
condemn a man who had killed himself to be brought 
to life again. Somewhere indeed I have read of a 
successful law for restraining this crime. In some 
of the Grecian states, the women of fashion incur- 
red the anger of Venus — I have quite forgot upon what 
occasion ; perhaps for little or none : goddesses in 
those days were scarce less whimsical than their 
fair votaries — Whatever the cause was, she inspired 
them with a fury of self-murder. The legislature 
of the country, it seems, thought the resentment of 
the deity a little arbitrary ; and to put a stop to the 
practice devised an expedient, which one should 
have thought would have been very inadequate to 
the evil. They ordered the beauteous bodies of 
the lovely delinquents to be hung up naked by one 
foot in the public squares. How the fair offenders 
came to think this attitude unbecoming, or why 
they imagined any position that discovered all their 
charms could be so, is not mentioned by historians ; 
nor, at this dikance of time, is it possible for us 
modems to guess ; certain it is, that the penalty 
put a stop to the barbarous custom. 

But what shall one say to those countries, which 
not only allow this crime, but encourage it, even in 
that part of the species whose softness demands all 
protection, and seems most abhorrent from every 
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thing sanguinary and fierce ? We know there are 
nations where the magistrate gravely gives permis- 
sion to the ladies to accompany their husbands into 
the other world, and where it is reckoned the great- 
est profligacy for a widow not to demand leave to 
burn herself alive. Were this fashion once to la/cc 
here, I tremble to think what havock it would oc- 
casion. Between the natural propensity to suifcidc, 
and the violence of conjugal engagements, one 
should not see such a thing as a lozenge, or a widow. 
Adieu jointures I adieu those soft resources of the 
brave and necessitous* What unfortunate relict but 
would prefer being buried alive to the odious em- 
braces of a second passion ? Indeed, Mr. Bitz- Adam, 
you must keep a strict eye on our fair country- 
women. I know one or two who already wear 
pocket pistols, which, considering the tenderness of 
their natures, can only be intended against their 
own persons. And this article leads me naturally 
to the only case, in which, as 1 hinted above, 1 think 
self-murder always to be allowed. The most ad- 
mired death in history is that of the incomparable 
Lucretia, the pattern of her sex, and the eventual 
foundress of Roman liberty. As there never has 
been a lady since that time, in her circumstances, 
but what has imitated her example, I think, sir, I 
may pronounce the case immutably to be excepted; 
and when Mr. Fitz-Adam, with that success and 
glory which always has and must attend his labours, 
has decried the savage practice in vogue, 1 am per- 
suaded be will declare that she is not only excus- 
able, but that it is impossible any woman should 
live after having been ravished. 

I am, Sir, 

Your truly obliged^ humble servant 

and admirer 

H. M. 
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N’ 196. THURSDAY, SEPT. 30, 1756. 


It is a vulgar notion, and worthy of the vulgar 
for it is both false and absurd, that passionate peo^ 
pie arc the best-natured people in the world. Thetj 
arc*(i little hasiy^ it is true : a trifle ivitl pul them in a 
,furij ; nndxi'hile they are in that fury ^ they neither know 
nor care whai they soy or do : but then as ,sooji as it is 
over, they are extremely sorry and jmntcnt for any in- 
jury or misekiej' they did. This panegyric on these 
choleric good-natured people, wlien examined and 
simplified, amounts in plain common sense and Eng« 
lish to this : that they are good-natured when they 
arc not ill natured ; and that when in their fits of 
rage they have said or done things that have 
brought tlicm to the gaol or the gallows, they are 
extremely sorry for it. It is indeed highly proba- 
ble that they are ; but where is the reparation to 
those whose reputations, limbs, or lives they have 
either wounded or destroyed? This concern comes 
too late, and is only for themselves. Self-love was 
the cause of tJie injury, and is the only motive of 
the repentance. 

Had these furiouo people real good-nature, their 
first oft'ence would be their last, and they would re- 
solve at all events never to relapse. The moment 
they felt their clioler rising, they would enjoin them- 
selves an absolute silence and inaction, and by that 
sudden cheek rather expose themselves to a momen- 
tary rulicule (which, by the way, w'ould be followed 
by universal applause), than run the least risk of 
being irreparabij mischievous, 

I knew it is said in their behalf, that this impulse 
to vw-all) is constitutionally so sudden and so strong, 
tliat they cannot stific it, ‘even in its birth ; but ex- 
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perience sliows us, tliat this allegation is notoriously 
false ; for we daily observe that these stormy per- 
sons both can and do lay those gusts of passion, 
w hen awed by respect, restrained by interest, or in- 
timidated by fear. The most outrageous furioso 
does not give a loose to his auger in presence of his 
sovereign, or his mistress; nor the expectant heir 
in presence of the peevisli dotard from w'hom he 
hopes for an inheritance. The soliciting courtier, 
though perhaps under the strongest provocations, 
from unjust delays and broken promises, calmly 
swallows his unavailing wrath, disguises it even 
under smiles, and gently waits lor more favourable 
moments : nor docs the criminal fly in a jiassion at 
his judge or his jury. 

There is tlien but one solid excuse to be alleged 
in favour of these people: and if they will frankly 
urge it, I will candidly admit it, because it points 
out its own remedy. 1 mean, let them fairly con- 
fess themselves raad, as they most unquestionably 
are; for what plea can those that are frantic ten 
times a day, bring against shaving, bleeding, and 
a dark room, when so many much more harmless 
madmen are confined in their cells at Bedlam for 
being mad only once in a moon ? Nay, I have been 
assured by the late ingenious doctor Monro, that 
such of his patients who were really of a good-na- 
tured disposition, and who in their lucid intervals 
were allowed the liberty of walking about the hos- 
pital, would frequently, wdien they found the pre- 
vious symptoms of their returning madness, volun- 
tarily apply for confinement, conscious of the mis- 
chief which they might possibly do, if at liberty. 
If those who pretend not to be mad, but who really 
are so, had the same fund of good-nature, they 
would make tlie same application to their friends, 
if they have any. 
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There is in the Mcnagiana, a very pretty story 
of one of these angry gentlemen, which sets their 
extravagancy in a very ridiculous light. 

Two gentlemen were riding together, one of whom, 
who was a choleric one, happened to be mounted on 
a high-mettled horse. The horse grew a little trou- 
blesome, at which the rider grew very angry, and 
whipped and spurred him with great fury ; to which 
the horse, almost as wrong-headed as his master, 
replied with kicking and plunging. The companion, 
concerned for the danger, and iishamed xif the folly 
of his friend, said to him coolly, Be (juict, be guiet, 
and show yourself the wiser of the two. 

This sort of madness, for 1 will call it by no other 
name, flows from various causes, of which I shall 
now enumerate the most general. 

Light unballasted heads arc very apt to be over- 
set by every gust, or even breeze of passion ; they 
appreciate things wrong, and think every thing of 
importance, but what really is so ; hence those fre- 
quent and sudden transitions from silly joy to sillier 
anger, according as the present silly humour is gra- 
tified or thwarted. This is the never-failing cha- 
racteristic of the uneducated vulgar, who often in 
the same half-hour fight with fury, and shake hands 
with affection. Such heads give themselves no time 
to reason; and il’you attempt to reason with them 
they think you rally them, and resent the affront. 
They arc, in short, overgrown children, and con- 
tinue so in the most advanced age. Far bo it from 
me to insinuate, what some ill-bred authors have 
bluntly asserted, that this is in general the case of 
the fairest part of our species, whose great vivacity 
docs not always allow them time to reason conse- 
quentially, but hurries them into testiness upon the 
least opposition to their will. lJut at the same 
time, with all the partiality which 1 have for them^ 



N® 196. world; 215 

and nobody can have more than I have, I must con- 
fess that in all their debates, 1 have much more ad- 
mired the copiousness of their rhetoric, than the 
conclusiveness of theit logic. 

People of stronjJ animal spirits, warm coinstitu- 
tions, and a cold genius (a most unfortunate and 
ridiculous, though common compound) arc most 
irascible' animals, and very dangerous in their wrath. 
Tliey are active, puzzling, blundering and petu- 
lantly enterprising and persevering. Tliey are im- 
patient of the least contradiction, having neither 
arguments nor words to reply with; and the animal 
part of their composition bursts out into furious 
explosions, which have often mischievous conse- 
quences, Nothing is too outrageous or criminal 
for them to say or do in these fits; but as the be- 
ginning of their frenzy is easily discoverable by their 
glaring eyes, inflamed countenances, and rapid mo- 
tions, the company, as conservators of the peace 
(which, by the way, every man is, till the authority 
of a magistrate can be procured) should forcibly 
seize these madmen, and conflne them in the mean 
time, in some dark closet, vault, or coal-hole. 

Men of nice honour, without one grain of com- 
mon honesty (for such there are) are wonderfully 
combustible. The honourable is to support and 
protect the dishonest part of their character. Tlie 
consciousness of their guHt makes them both sore 
and jealous. 

TheKj is another very irascible sort of human ani- 
mals, whose madness proceeds from pride. These 
are generally the people, who having just fortunes 
sufficient to live idle and useless to society, create 
themselves gentlemen, and are scrupulously tender 
of the rank and dignity which they have not. They 
require the more respect, from being conscious that 
they have no right to any, Tliey construe every 
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thing into a slight, ask explanations with heat, and 
misunderstand them with fury. PVho are you P 
What arc yon Do yon know who you ^peak to F 
VU teach yon to he hisoknt to a gentleman,, are their 
daily idioms of speech, which irequently end in as- 
sault and battery, to the great emolument of the 
llound-housc and Crown ofHce. 

I have known many young fellows, who at their 
fivst setting out in the world, or in the army, have 
simulated a passion which they did not feel, merely 
as an indication of spirit, which word is falsel}'^ 
looked upon as synonymous wdih courage. They 
dress and look fierce, SAveur enormously, and rage 
furiously, seduced by that popular word spirit. But 
1 beg leave to inform tliese mistaken young gentle- 
men, whose error I compassionate, that the true spirit 
of a rational being consists in cool and steady reso- 
lution, which can only be the result of reflection 
and virtue. 

I arn very sorry to be obliged to own, that there 
is not a more irritable part of the species than my 
brotlier authors. Criticism, censure, or even the 
slightest disapprobation of their immortal works, 
excite their most furioufs indignation. It is true in- 
deed that the y express their resentment in a man- 
ner less dangerous both toothers and to themselves. 
Like incensed porcupines, they dart their quills at 
the objects of their wrath. The w ounds given by 
these shafts are not mortal, and only painful in 
proportion to the distance irom whence they fly. 
Those which arc discharged (ashy much the greatest 
number arc) I’rom great heights, such as garrets or 
four ‘pair-o I- stairs rooms, are puffed away by the 
wind, and never hit the mark ; but those which are 
let off from a first or second floor, are apt to occasion 
a little smarting, 4md sometimes festering, especially 
if the party wounded be unsound. 
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Our Great Creator has wisely given us pas- 
sions, to rouse us into action, and to engage our 
gratitude to him by the pleasures they procure u^; 
but at the same time he lias kindly given us reason 
sufficient, if we will but give that reason fair play, 
to control those passions; and has delegated au- 
thority to say to them, as he said to the waters, 
‘ Thus far shall ye go, aiia no farther.' I'he angry 
man is his own severest tormentor ; his breast kr^ows 
no peace, while his raging passions are restrained 
by no sense of either religious or moral duties. 
What would be his case, if his unforgiving ex- 
ample (if 1 may use such an expression) were fol- 
lowed by his All-Merciful Maker, wdiose for- 
giveness he can only hope for, in proportion as he 
himself forgives and loves In’s fellovv-crcatures ? 


NMy7. THURSDAY, OCT. 7, 1756*. 

li we give credit to the vulgar opinion, or even to 
the assertions of some reputable authors both an- 
cierit and modern, poor human nature was not ori- 
ginally formed for keeping : age has degenerated ; 
and from the fall of tlie hrst man, my unfortunate 
ancestor, our species has been tumbling on, century 
by century, from bad to worse, for about six thou- 
sand years. 

Considering this progressive state of deteriora- 
tion, it is a very greet mercy that things are no 
worse with us at present ; since, geometrically 
speaking, the human ought by this time to have 
sunk infinitely below^ the brute and the vegetable 
species, which arc neither of them supposed to have 
dwindled or degenerated considerably, except m u 

VOL. XXIX. V 
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very few instances : for it must be owned that our 
modern oaks are inferior to those of Dodona, our 
breed of horses to that of the Centaurs, and our 
breed of fowls to that of the Pheenixes. 

But is this really the case ? Certainly not. It is 
only one of those many errors which are artfully 
scattered by the designs of a few, and blindly 
adopted by the ignorante and folly of the many. 
The moving exclamations of— //^e5c xad times ! this 
degenerate age ! the affecting lamentations over de- 
clining virtue and triumphant vicCy and the tender 
and final farewell bidden every day to unrewarded 
and discouraged public spirit, arts and sciences, are 
the coniinoii-placc topics of the pride, the envy, 
and the malignity of the human heart, that can 
more easily forgive, and even commend, antiquated 
and remote, than bear contemporary and contiguous 
merit. Men of these mean sentiments hdve always 
been the satirists of their own, and the panegyrists 
of former times. They give this tone, wdiich fools, 
like birds in the dark, catch by ear, and whistle all 
day long. 

As it has constantly been my endeavour to root 
out, if 1 could, or if I could not, to expose the vices 
of the human heart, it shall be the object of this 
day's paper to examine this strange inverted entail 
of virtue ami merit upwards, according to priority 
of birth, and seniority of age. I shall prove it to be 
forged, and consequently null and void to all in- 
tents and purposes whatsoever. 

If 1 loved to jingle, I would say that human na- 
ture has always been invariably the same,, though 
always varying : that is, the same in substance, but 
varying in forms and motles, from many concurrent 
causes, of which perhaps we know but few. Cli- 
mate, education, accidents, severally contribute to 
chan’ge those modes ; but in all climates, and in all 
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ages we discover through them the same passions, 
affections, and appetites, and the same degree of 
virtues and vices. 

This bei^ig unquestionably the true state of the 
case, which it would be endless to bring instances 
to prove from the histories of all times and of all 
nations, I shall, by way of warning to the incau- 
tious, and of reproof to the designing, proceed to 
explain the reasons, which 1 have but just hinted 
at above, why the human nature of the time being 
has always been reckoned the worst and most de- 
generate. 

Authors, especially poets, through great men, are, 
alas ! but men ; and like other men, subject to the 
weaknesses of human nature, though perhaps in a 
less degree : but it is however certain that their 
breasts are not absolutely strangers to the passions 
of jealousy, pride, and envy. Hence it is that they 
are very apt to measure merit by the century, to 
love dead authors better than living ones, and to 
love them the better, the longer they have been 
dead. The Augustan age is therefore their favourite 
acra, being at least seventeen hundred years distant 
from the present. That emperor was not only a 
judge of wit, but, for an emperor, a tolerable per- 
former loo ; and Maecenas, his first minister, was 
both a patron and a poet : he not only encouraged 
and protected, but fed and fattened men of wit at 
his own table, as appears from Horace : no small 
encouragement for panegyric. Those were times 
indeed for genius to display itself in 1 It was ho- 
noured, tasted, and rewarded. But now O Icm- 

fora / 0 mores ! One must however do justice to 
the authors, who thus declaim against their own 
times, by acknowledging that they are seldom the 
aggressors ; their own times have commonly begun 
W'ith them. It is their resentment, not their judg.- 
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ment (if they have any) that speaks this language. 
Anger and despair make them endeavour to lower 
that merit, which, till brought very low indeed, they 
are conscious they cannot equal. 

There is another and more nutflerouS set of much 
greater men, who still more loudly complain of the 
ignorance, the corruption, and the degeneracy of 
the present age. These are the consummate vo- 
lunteer, but unregarded and unrewarded politicians, 
who at a modest computation amount to at least 
three millions of souls in this political country, and 
w’ho are all of them both able and willing to steer 
the great vessel of the state, and to take upon 
themselves the whole load of business and burthen 
of cmploipncnis, for the service of their dear coun- 
tr 3 ^ The administration for the time being is always 
the worst, the must incapable, the most corrupt, 
thal ever svas, and negligent of every tiling but their 
own interest. IVkne are hoik your Cecils and your 
IValsinp^hcuhs : 'fhose who ask that question could 
answer it, if the) would speak out, Themselves : For 
the) an* all that ami more too. 

1 slept the other day, in order only to inquire 
how my poor country did, into a colfee-house, that 
io williont tlispule the scat of tlie soundest politics 
ill this great metropolis, and sat rnysclfdown witliin 
car-shot of the principal council-tabic. Imrtunately 
for me, the prcsidmit, a person of age, dignity, 
and becoming gravity, had just begun to speak 1 le 
slated with infinite perspicuity and knowledge the 
present slate of affairs in other countries, and the 
lamentai)le situation of our own. He traced with 
Jiis finger upon the table, by tlie help of some codec 
which he had spilt in the warmth of his exordium, 
the whole course of the Ohio, and the boundaries 
of the Hussiun, Prussian, Austrian, and Saxon domi 
nions ; foresaw g long and bloody war upon the con^ 
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tinent, calculated the supplies necessary for carry- 
ing it on, and pointed out the best metliods of rais- 
ing them, vvhicli, for that very reason, he intimated 
would not be pursued.* lie wound up his discourse 
with a most pathetic peroration, which he concluded 
with saying, I'hin^s ivere not carried on in this xm t/ in 
queen Elizabeth^ s da^s ; the public *was considered^and 
able men xoere consulted and employed* Those toere 
days! * Ay, sir, and nights too, 1 presume,’ {said 
a young fellow who stood near him) ‘ some longer 
and some shorter, according to the variation of the 
seasons ; pretty much like ours.’ Mr. President 
was a little surprised at the suddenness and pert- 
ness of this interruption ; but recomposing himself, 
answered witli tiiat cool contempt tliat becomes a 
great man, ‘ I did not mean astronomical duys, but 
jiolitical ones.’ The young Ibllow replied, ‘ O then, 
sir, I am your servant,’ and went off in a laugh. 

Thus informed and edified, I went off’ too, but 
could not help reflecting in my way upon the sin- 
gular ill-luck of this my dear country, which, as long 
as ever 1 remember it, and as far back as I have 
read, has always been governed by the only two or 
three people, out of two or three millions, totally 
incapable of governing, and unfit to be trusted. 
Cut these reflections were soon interrupted by num- 
bers of people, whom 1 observed crowding into a 
public-hous'e. Among them I discovered ray wor- 
thy friend and taylor, that industrious mechanic, 
Mr. Regnier. I applied to him to know the mean- 
ing of tliat concourse; to which, with his usual hu- 
inanit}^ he answered, ‘ We are the master-taylors, 
who are to meet to-night to coftsider what is to be 
done about our journeymen, who insult and impose 
upon us, to the great detriment of trade,’ 1 asked 
him whether under his protection 1 might slip in 
and hear their deliberations. He said> yes, and 
u 3 
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welcome ; for that they should do nothing to be 
aBhamed of. I profited of this permission, and fol- 
lowing him into the room, found a considerable 
number of these ingenious artists assembled, and 
waiting only for the arrival of my friend, who it 
seems was too considerable for business to begin 
without him. He accordingly took the lead, opened 
the meeting with a very handsome speech, in which 
he gave many instances of the insolence, the unrea- 
sonableness, and the ’ exorbitant demands of the 
journeymen taylors ; and concluded with observing, 
‘ that if the government minded any thing now-a- 
days but themselves, such abuses would not have 
been suffered; and had they been but attempted in 
queen Elizabeth’s days, she w ould have worked them 
with a witness.* Another orator then rose up to 
speak ; but as I was sure that he could say nothing 
better than what had just fallen from my worthy 
friend, I stole off unobserved, and was pursuing my 
way home, when in the very next street I discovered 
a much greater number of people (though by their 
dress of seemingly inferior note) rushing into an- 
other public-house. As numbers always excite my 
curiosity almost as much as they mutually do each 
others passions, I crowded in with them, in order 
to discover the object of this meeting, not without 
some suspicion that this frequent senate might be 
composed of the journej^men taylors, and convened 
in opposition to that which I had just left. My 
suspicion was soon confirmed by the eloquence of a 
journeyman, a finisher, 1 presume, who expatiated 
with equal warmth and dignity, upon the injustice 
and oppression of tHe master taylors, to the utter 
ruin of thousands of poor journeymen and their 
fhrnilies: and concluded with asserting, ^ it was a 
iiiuvoL that the government and the parliament did 
liot tukc notice of such abuses j ana that had the 
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master taylors done these things in queen Eliza- 
beth's days, she would have mastered them with a 
vengeance, so she would.* 

1 confess I could not help smiling at this singular 
conformity of sentiments, and almost of expres- 
sions, of tlje master politicians, the master taylors, 
and the journeymen taylors. I am convinced that 
the two latter really and honestly believed what 
they said ; it not being in the least improbable 
that their understandings should be the dupes of 
their interests : but 1 will not so peremptorily an- 
swer for the interior conviction of the political ora- 
tor ; though at the same time, I must do him the 
justice to say, he seemed full dull enough to be very- 
much in earnest. 

The several scenes of this day suggested to me, 
when 1 got home, various reflections, which perhaps 
I may communicate to my readers in some future ’ 
paper. 


N“198. THURSDAY, OCT. 14*, 1766. 


'Nemo in me tentat descendcre^ nemo. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir; 

I BEG 3 '^our advice and assistance to enable me to 
get rid of one of the most impertinent companions 
that ever existed. I have tried every art and con- 
rivance in my power to free myself from his odious 
conversation ; the creature will press upon my re- 
tirement, and force himself upon me in spite of my 
teeth ; though the tite h tete is always the most 
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shocking and unmannerly you can possibly conceive. 
The thing is always meddling in my affairs, in a 
manner to be quite intolerable; always setting them 
in such a light, as cannot fail to put me out of hu- 
mour; and teazing me with reflections that make 
me weary of my life. I am sure I could |pore easily 
bear the spiteful tongues of twenty witty females at 
a masquerade, than the impertinence of this animal 
for a quarter of an hour ; and with concern I find, 
that the more pains 1 take to free myself from him, 
the more troublesome he grows. 

Nor do I complain only for my own sake, but for 
thesakes of almost the whole circle of my acquaint- 
ance, as well female as male, who in general are 
pestered in a most unreasonable manner by this 
saucy intruder, whom all are forced to admit, though 
so few care for his company, and against whose pre- 
sumption no rank or dignity, no quality or profes- 
sion, can defend them. He will force himself into 
the closet, hover about the bed, and penetrate 
through the thickest darkness into the deepest re- 
cess ; will travel with us by sea and land, and follow 
the wretch into banishment. In vain does the 
statesman hug himself in the success of his un- 
just schemes, oil' exult in the gratification of his am- 
bition or revenge ; unawed by his power, this haugh- 
ty companion will check his career of transport, by 
placing before his eyes the instability of his situa- 
tion, and the consequences of his actions. In vain 
does the flirt or coxcomb, when alone, endeavour 
to recollect with pleasure the badinage of the day ; 
the creature will disturb their most delightful reve- 
ries, and by the magic of his interventions, convert 
all the imaginary agrhnens into vanity, folly, and 
lost time. You cannot wonder then that so many 
avoid and fly him, and that the panic spread by, him 
should extend itself far and wide; ^nor can you bo 
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much amazed when I assure you, that it is no^un-s 
common thing to see men of sense and courage fly 
from him without reason, and take refuge in those 
polite resorts, where dissipation, riot, and luxury, 
secure them from his visits, which they only decline 
because it is unfashionable to converse ivith him. 
It is surprising what pains are continually taken, 
what contrivances have been used to get ric} of this 
universal phantom. Some flatter him, some bully 
him, and some endeavour to impose upon him ; but 
he never fails to detect their frauds, and to resent 
them with severity. 

The beaus and fine gentlemen seem to revere and 
adore him, pouring forth libations of sweet water, 
and offering him the incense of perfumes ; clothing 
him in dresses, elegant and expensive, as those of 
our lady of Loretto, practising every art of heathen 
or popish idolatry, even torturing themselves for 
his sake ; but all with no manner of success ; for the 
brute in return is as unsociable and disagreeable 
to the pretty creatures, as the most savage squire, 
or the most formal pedant; so that, spite of their 
pretences, they are obliged to fly, as a plague, from 
what they appear iflost to admire. I cannot here 
omit a whimsical circumstance *in this paradoxical 
character, that most people are reproached with 
loving him with the greatest partiality and fondness, 
and are greatly delighted to hear him praised, yet 
very few seek to come to the knowledge of him, or 
cultivate bis acquaintance; nay the greater part 
try all possible means to avoid encountering him. 

Our modern philosophers pretend, by their sys- 
tems, to have silenced him, and by that means to 
have prevented his being troublesome to them or 
their acquaintance : but how fallacious these pre- 
tences are, is plain from their avoiding all oppor- 
tunities of being alone with him, and the confusion 
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they express whenever by unavoidable necessity 
they are forced to it. Others, as he is a known 
enemy to the modern elegant tables, have exerted 
all the arts of the kitchen against him, lengthening 
the feast till midnight to keep him off; but, like the 
reckoning, he appears when the banquet is over, re- 
proaching the bounteous host with his profusion, 
and the pampered guest with his wanton satiety : 
nay, so galling are his reprehensions, and so trou- 
blesome his intrusion, that there have not been 
wanting instances even in high life, of those, who 
not being able to keep him off otherways, have 
called in to their relief the halter, dagger, and pis- 
tol, and fairly removed themselves into another 
world to get rid of him ; though certain queer fel- 
lows pretend that they arc bit, and that he has fol- 
lowed them even thither. 

The fair sex, though generally favourable to the 
impertinent, are so rudely attacked by this insolent 
intruder that to keep him off, they have been 
obliged to call into their assistance the relief of 
routs, balls, assemblies, operas, gardens, and cards : 
and all little enough for their protection. He might 
indeed pretend to some sharl of their favour, as, 
like themselvea, he* is a severe censurer of his ac- 
quaintance ; but there is this difference in their ma- 
nagement, that the ladies are generally fondest of 
fixing their censure on the innocent, and their ad- 
versary is a judge that condemns none but tlie 
guilty. The Buck and the Sot seem to be least af- 
fected by his importunity ; as the one, from his na- 
tural insensibility, can attend to nothing, and the 
other is always asleep. 

In the city, those of the middling rank ‘Converse 
with him pretty familiarly ; and the rich, to whom 
he might on some occasions prove troublesome, 
have a charm to keep him off. They place a num» 
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ber of bags, full of pieces of a particular metal, 
close together ; or in their stead, some bits of paper, 
inscribed with certain cabalistical characters, which, 
with a Midas-like touch, they can transmute into, 
gold, py the help of this charm, though they do 
not entirely get rid of him, they become quite in- 
sensible to every thing he can suggest. But as 
these materials are not always at hanfl, or are ap- 
plied to other uses by the politer part of mankin<>, 
this magic is not properly understood or practised 
at the other end of the town ; though it is said that 
some particular persons there had tried it with a 
proper effect. 

Notwithstanding all I have advanced of this im- 
pertinent visitor, I cannot help owning that some 
have attempted to insinuate a better opinion'of him. 
A certain^old gentleman for recommending his ac- 
quaintance, got the title of a wise man ; a name at 
present but of small consideration ; and I am told 
there never were but seven who were allowed that 
title. There are indeed some few persons of high 
rank of both sexes, that do vouchsafe to commune 
with him ; but they are such sort of folks as are 
hardly fit to converse with any but one another {and 
very happily, one is seldom pestered with them at 
places of polite association : scarce a man among 
them knowing how to make a bett, to drink his 
third bottle, or that has spirit to aspire at the repu- 
tation of a honne fortune. The ladies of this class 
are also so unfit for the conversation of the world, 
that not one in ten of#them knows how to play a 
rubber at Whist, or dares to sit down to a party at 
Bragg. 

I have now, sir, laid my complaints before you, 
and beg your advice bow to get clear af my per- 
plexity, My troublesome companion, is, no doubt, 
too well known to you to require the insertion of 
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Ills name; but as sorap of your readers (particu- 
larly females) may be subject to the frailty of for- 
getting their most intimate acquaintance, 1 will' in- 
form them, that this ghastlj'' phantom that intrudes 
so impertinently upon all sorts of people, this crea- 
ture that we so seldom know what to do with, and 
wish so heartily to get rid of, is no other than Onk’s 
Self. * 

I am, Sir, 

Yours f 8‘;c, 

Timothy Lottkr. 


N‘’199. THURSDAY, OCT. 21, 1756 


An extravagant passion for collecting flowers, and 
which obtained the name of Tulipomaniay or Tulip 
madness, is said to have become, not many years 
ago, the subject of a restrictive law in one of the 
most frugal countries in Europe. 

Indeed few nations or ages are without their mad- 
nesses ; and as it is remarked by physicians that 
^very year lift its peculiar disease, so we may ob- 
serve that every country, in the course of less than 
half a century, has its peculiar Mania* 

At present the Political Mania is pretty violent 
in these kingdoms : but I believe, upon a little at- 
tention, that we shall find Xh^J^Jenteel Mania to have 
a long while extended itself with the most general 
influence among us. 

The mere word Genteel seems to have had so sin- 
gular an efficacy in the very sound of it, as to have 
done more to the confounding all distinctions, and 
promoting a levelling principle, than the philoso- 
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phical reflections of the most profound teacher of 
republican maxims. 

To do the ^rented thing, to wear the genieel thing, 
a genieel method of education and living, or a gen^ 
teel way of becoming either a knave or a bankrupt, 
has ruined as many once worthy families as a plague 
or a civil war, and rooted out of this country more 
real virtues than can be re-planted in it for many 
centuries. 

A sense of duties in our several relations is pro- 
digiously ungentecL It is the prerogative of this 
age to do every thing in the gcnteelest manner. 
And though our ancestors were good honest people, 
yet to be sure their notions were very ungenteeL 
Nothing now seems duller than their apophthegms, 
and their reasoning is as unfashionable as the cut 
of their coats. 

The imitating every station above our own, seems 
to be the first principle of the genteel Mania^ and 
operates with equal efficacy upon the tenth cousin 
of a woman of quality, and her acquaintance who 
retJiils Gentility her neighbours in the Bo- 

rough. 

So deeply are all ranks of people impressed with 
the Genteel that Mrs. Betty is of opinion that routs 
would be very genteel in the kitchen; and it is no 
surprising thing for a Monmouth-street broker to 
assure a basket- woman that the old gown he would 
sell to her is perfectly 

This Genteel disease shows itself under very dif- 
ferent appearances. I have known a healthy young 
girl scarce a fortnight in town, but it has affected 
her voice, distorted her countenance, and almost 
taken awav the use of her limbs, attended with a 
constant giddiness of tlie head, and a restlessness of 
being long in a place ; till at last, repeated colds 
caught at VauxhaH, a violent fever at a ridottu, 
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something like a dropsy at a masquerade, and the 
small-pox in succession, with a general desertion of 
admirers, have restored her to her senses, and her 
old aunts in the country. 

Florio made a good figure in the university, as a sen- 
sible sober young fellow, and an excellent scholar ; 
till unluckily for him, a scheme to town inspired him 
with the notions of usually contracted at the 

Shakspeare and* a Bagnio. Instead of his once ra- 
tional friendships at the seats of literature, his pas- 
sion now was, to enjoy the vanity of walking arm in 
arm with right honourables in all public places; to 
his former acquaintance (if it w^as sometimes im- 
possible to avoid the meeting such disagreeable peo- 
ple! lie scarce condescended to bow, and nothing 
uncler the heir apparent of an earl co^ld make him 
tolerably civil. In a short time he became at the 
taverns of the first fashion the principal judge of 
true relish, and the umpire of debates in every 
party at Whist. His equipage, house, and liveries 
were the model of Gentility^ to men who had less 
genius for invention, though more fortune than him- 
self; till liaving reduced the little patrimony left 
him by a frugal father, he was cured of the Genteel 
by a proper regimen in the Fleet. 

Dick Ledger was a plain honest man ; his ances- 
tors had been tradesmen for five generations, and 
to the fortune which they had already accumulated 
for him, Dick by his industry, had added about ten 
thousand pounds ; when unfortunately the symp- 
toms of the Genteel Mania appeared in the family. 
Mrs. Ledger’s head was first turned, immediately 
after her paying a visit to ^ very distant relation of 
fashion at the other end of the town. Her daugh- 
ter soon caught the infection: and it* was unani- 
mously determined by the voice of the whole fa- 
mily, notwithstanding Mr. Ledger s opinion to the 
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contrary, that it was right for a woman in her situa* 
tion to make B(yme appearance ; that it was Mr. 
Ledger’s duty, if he had any regard ior her and his 
children, to live a little genteel^ and introduce his 
family properly into life. That it was very absufrd 
in Mr. Ledger to think of making Tommy a soap* 
boilcr, and that a lad of his parts should be brought 
up to some genteel profession. The result of these 
important ddiberations was a coach and four hors*es, 
as many footmen, a fine seat in the country, and a 
town house in Grosvenor- square for the residence 
of Mrs. Ledger. 

Tommy, after taking lodgings for one year in the 

E olitest college at Oxford, spending there five 
undred pounds, and becoming a perfect adept in 
tennis, set out upon his travels under the care of a 
French valet de charabre, to learn the Norman ac- 
complishments at Caen ; and at length, having left 
his modesty at Paris, his sobriety in CJermany, his 
morality at Venice, and all religion at Home, he re- 
turned, neither fit for a soap-boiler nor a gentle- 
man, with too much pride for the former, and too 
little improvement for the latter. The sum of all 
was, that the reputation of the young ladies became 
somewhat equivocal, and Mrs. Ledger herself was 
thought to be no better than she should be. Mr. 
Ledger soon after saw his name among the nume- 
rous list of bankrupts in the Gazette. However, by 
returning into the air of the city, he quickly grew 
better, but it is thought that Mrs. Ledger will never 
recover. 


To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir; 

. I have a brother at Cambridge, who is a scholar, 
which I am not, because I am eldest. While he is 
writing a learned history of the fashions of the past 
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ages in polite antiquity, I am here in town inventing 
new ones for the ornament of the present. He has 
studied whole volumes as big as church bibles, about 
the shape of the Homan shoes, the half*moons upon 
senatorial buskins, and the grasshopper pompoons 
worn by the ladies at Athens. Being well ac- 
quainted with busts and coins, he has settled witb 
great critical exactness the origin of head-dresses, 
and the chronology of perriwigs ; and he says that 
lie is now at last, after several years meditation 
and Tending, able to convince the world, that caps 
and lappets w^ere invented by the Egyptians, and 
that the Greeks used paste in dressing the hair. As 
to myself, I am the first man who introduced the 
long walking-sticks. As soon as the public conies 
into niy fashions I quit them, and generally have 
the dis^nce of the smartest young fellows about 
town in the novelty of my habit. 1 intend to intro- 
duce roll-up stockings and high heels this winter : 
by the following winter, if the mode should take, 
then I shall wear no heels at all, and a pair of trunk 
hose, like my grandfather^s picture in our great hall 
in the country. An old gentleman, with whom I 
condescend now and then to converse (who by-the- 
by is iny father) often remonstrates to me what 
a mad way of dressing I am got into. I answer, 
that I wonder he siiould reprove me, when he him- 
self is a fop but of twenty years standing : and as 
my acquaintance assure inh that I have the geti- 
iedest fancy in the world, pray now come and see 
me at George’s (for you will easily know me) and 
tell me if you don’t think so. 

Yours, 


Nicholas Noybl. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

^ This is to acquaiilt those who are inclined to 
encourage every <polite attempt in this nation, that 
an academy will shortly be opened at a proper dis- 
tance from the city, calculdted in the genteelest taste 
for the reception of persons who would choose to be 
fashionable. None whose families are in trade will 
be admitted, but the best company only. I'he price 
of boarding is a hundred guineas a quarter, a*nd 
every thing else in proportion. All personal ac- 
complishments are taught in the same manner as 
abroad, and great care will be taken to inspire 
them wdth the genteelest sentiments upon all sub- 
jects, whether political, moral, or religious. As to 
the latter, the young gentleman may be brought up 
in any way their friends think .most convenient. 
Several phaetons and curricles will be kept for their 
amusement ; and as the conversation of ladies is so 
necessary to form the douceur of their manners, the 
agremens of such a society will not be wanting. 
A gentleman, who has studied under Mr. Hoyle, wfll 
teach them to play at cards gratis. 

‘ JV. B. Judges, bishops, or any great officers 
that happen to be a little awkward in their address, 
may have an opportunity of learning to dance pri- 
vately, or shall be waited upon at home, if they de- 
sire it.’ 


No. 200. THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1756. 


Aint* r\ ro jxtt^etfUv 

Soph. 


Stabant et Parti lapides^ splrantiu signa. Viro. 

I AM indebted to a very ingenious correspondent at 
Cambridge for the foDowing ode, which in justice to 
x3 
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its merit, and for the entertainment of those of my 
readers who have a true taste for poetical compo- 
sition, I have taken the first opportunity to make 
public. 


ODE 

ON 

S C U L P T U R E. 

Lt.T) bij ike mme, mif step pervades 
Tiie sacred haunts ^ the peacejvl shades^ 

Where Art and Sculpture retgn : 

1 see, I see, at their command, 

The living stones in order stand. 

And marble breathe through cv'rij vein / 

Time breaks his hostile scythe ; he sighs 
To find his povo^r malignant fied ; 

^ And vohat avails my dart^ he cries, 

* Since these can animate the dead ? 

Since voaJcd to mimic life, again in stone 
The patriot seems to speak, the hero Jrovon'^' 

There Virtue 5 silent train are seen, 

Fast fix^d their looks, erect their mien, 

Lo! vohile voith more than stoic soul. 

The * Attic Sage exhausts the bold, 

A pak suffusion shades his eyes. 

Tut by degrees the marble dies ! ^ 

See there ihc injur d'\ Poet bleed ! 

Ah ! see he droops his languid head / 

^ Socrates, wlio was condemned to die by poison 
f Seneca, born Cordoba, who, acoordmii; to PUny, was 
orator, poet, and philosopher. He bled to dmtli Hi the bath. 
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What starting nerves, tiohat dying painy 
What horror freezes ev*ry vein / 

These arc thy voorlcs, 0 Sculpture ! thine to skotn) 
In rugged rock a feeling sense if Vioe* 

Yet not alone such themes demand 
The Phydian stroke, the DiEDAL hand ; 

I view with melting eyes 
A sfler scene of grief display dy 
While from her breast the duteous maid 
Her Imfant Sire with food supplies. 

In pitying stone she weeps to see 

His squalid hair and galling chains i 
And trembling, on her bended knee. 

His hoary head her hand suUahis ; 

While evry look, and sorrowing feature prove. 

How soft her breast, how great her filial love, 

Lo ! there the wild* Assyrian Queen, 

With threatening brow, and frantic mien ! 
Itevenge ! revenge / the marble cries, 

While fury sparkles in her eyes. 

Thus was her axful form beheld. 

When Babylon s proud sons rebeWd; 

She left the woman^s vainer care. 

And flew with loose dishevelVd hair ; 

She stretched her hand, imbrud in blood. 

While pale Sedition trembling stood ; 

In sudden silence, the mad crowd obeyd 
Her axful voice, and Stygian discorajkd / 


^ SemiramU, oum ei oiroa onltnm capitis sui oocnpatai nuri' 
ciathni csset Babyloo^m defeoisse alter^ parte oriniaii]^ adhiic 
scluta proliiias ad earn expugnandam cuemrit : ncc prius deco- 
rm oapillornin in ordinem qnam tantam urbem in poteslalcm 
redegit : quoeireii atataa ejas Baby tone posila €&t| 

\ al. Max. de Ira. 
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With hopc^ or fear^ or love^ by turns^ 

The marble leaps ^ or skrinkSf or burns. 

As Sculpture waves her hand : 

The varying passions of the mind, 

Herjdithful handmaids are assigned, 

' And rise or fall by her command. 

When now life's wasted lamps expire, 

When sinks to dast this mortal frame, 

Blie, Like Prometheus, grasps the fire ; 

Her touch revives the lambent fame ; 

While Phcenixdike, the statesman, bard, or sage, 
Spring fresh to life, and breathe thro' ev'ry age. 

Hence, where the organ full and clear. 

With loud hosannas charms the ear, 

Behold (a prism within his hands) 

Absorb'd in thought, great Newton* stands ! 

Such was his solemn, wonted state, 

His serious brow, and musing gait. 

When, taught on eagles wings to fy. 

He trac'd the wonders (f the sky, 

The chambers of the sun explor'd, 

Where tints of thousand hues arc stor'd s 
Whence ev'ry flow' r in painted robes is drest. 

And varying Iris steals her gaudy vest. 

Here, as Devotion, heavn'ly qaeen. 

Conducts her best, her fav'rite train. 

At Newton 6* shrine they how ; 

And while with raptur'd eyes they gaze. 

With \iB.TVE^s purest vestal rays, 

Behold their ardent bosoms glow / 

Hail mighty mind ! Hail, aw^l name J 
I feel inspir'd my laVring breast ! 

* A noble Nialue of Sn- Isaac Newloo, erected in Trinity- 
college chapel, by doctor Smith, 
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And lo ! I pant, I hum for fame I 
Come, iSjiENCE, bright ethereal guesL 
Oh come, and lead thy meanest, humblest son. 
Through Wisdom*^ arduous paths, to fair renou)n ! 

Could I to one faint ray aspire, 

One spark (f that celestial fire, 

The leading Cynosure, that gloxdd 
While Smith explord the dark abode. 

Where Wisdom sat on Nature’^ shrine. 

How great my boast ! what praise were mine / 
Illustrious sageJ who first could" st tell 
Wherein the powers ofMvsic dwell ; 

And evry magic chain untie, 

That binds the soul ^Harmony! 

To THEE, when mould* ring in the dust. 

To THEE shall swell the breathing bust : 

Shall here (for this reward thy merits claim ) 

^ Stand next in place to Newton, as in fame* 


N“ 201. THURSDAY, NOV. 4, 1756. 


Of all the improvements in politp conversation, I 
know of nothing that is half so entertaining as the 
douUe entendre. It is a figure in rhetoric, which 
owes its birth, as w^ell os its name, to our inventive 
neighbours the French ; and it is that happy art, by 
which persons of fashion may communicate the 
loosest ideas under the most innocent expressions. 
The ladies have adopted it for the best reason in the 
world: they have long since discovered, that the 
present fashionable display of their persons is by no 
means a sufficient hint to the men that they mean 
any thing more tlian to attract their admiration: the 
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double entendre displays the mind in an eoual degree, 
and tells us from what motive the lure^of beauty 
is thrown out. It is an explanatory note to a 
doubtful text, which renders the meaning so obvious, 
that even the dullest reader cannot possibly mistake 
it. For though the double entendre may sometimes 
admit of a moral interpretation as well as a wanton 
one, it is never intended to be understood but one 
w^ ; and he must be a simple fellow indeed, and 
totally unacquainted with good company^ who does 
not take it as it was meant. 

But it is one thing to invite the attacks of men, 
and another to yield to them ; and it is by no 
means a necessary implication, that because a lady 
chooses to dress and talk like a woman of the town, 
she must needs act like one. I will be bold to as- 
sert Uiat the contrary happens at least ten or a dozen 
times within the space of a twelvemonth ; nay, I am 
almost inclined to believe, that when an enterprising 
young fellow, who, from a lady’s displaying her 
beauties in public to the utmost excess of the mode, 
and suiting her language to her dress, is apt to 
fancy himself sure of her at a tctc d ietCy it is not 
above four to one but he may meet with a repulse. 
Those liberties indeed which are attended with no 
ruinous contingencies, he may reasonably claim, 
and expect always to be indulged in ; as the refusal 
of them would argue the highest degree of prudery, 
a foible, which in this age of nature and freedom, 
the utmost malice of the world cannot lay to the 
charge of a w oman of condition ; but it does not ab- 
solutely follow, that because she is good-humoured 
enough to grant every liberty but one, she must re- 
fuse nothing. 

It may possibly be objected, that there is neither 
good breeding nor generosity in a lady's inviting a 
man to a feast, when she only means to treat him 
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with the garnish ; but she is certainly mistress of her 
, own entertainment, and has a right to keep those 
substantials under cover, which she has no mind he 
should help himself 4o. A hungry glutton may (as 
the phrase is), eat her out of house and home ; and 
if he will not be satisfied with w^hips and creams, he 
may carry his voraciousness to more liberal tables. 
A young lady of economy will admit no such per- 
sons to her entertainments ; they are a set of robust 
unmannerly creatures, who are perpetually intruding 
themselves upon the hospitable and the generous, 
and tempting them to those costly treats, that have 
in the end undone them, and compelled them ever 
after to keep ordinaries for their support. 

From this consideration, it were heartily to be 
wished that the ladies could be prevailed upon to 
give few’er invitations in public places; since the 
most frugal of them cannot always answer for her 
own economy : and it is well known that the profu- 
sion of one single entertainment has compelled many 
a beautiful young creature to hide herself from the 
world for whole months after. As for married la- 
dies indeed, who have husbands to bear the burthepi 
of such entertainments, and rich widows who can 
afford them, something may be said; but while 
gluttons may be feasted liberally at such tables, 
and while there are public ordinaries in almost every 
parish of this metropolis, a single lady may beg to 
be exedsed. 

But to return particularly to my subject. The 
double entendre is at present so much the taste of all 
genteel companies that there is no possibility either 
of being polite or entertaining without it. That it 
is easily learnt is the happy advantage of it; for as 
it requires little more than a mind well stored with 
the most natural ideas, every young lady of fifteen 
may be thoroughly instructed in the ;*udiment& of 
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it from her book of novels, or her waiting maid. 
But to be as knowing as her mamma in all the re* 
fincments of the art, she must keep the very best 
company, and frequently receive lessons in private 
from a male instructor. She should also be careful 
to minute down in her pocket-book the most shining 
$€ntiments that are toasted at table ; that when her 
own is called for, she may not be put to the blush 
from having nothing to say that would occasion a 
modest woman to blush for her. Of all the modern 
inventions to • enliven conversation, and promote 
freedom between the sexes, I know of nothing that 
can compare with these sentiments ; and I may ven- 
ture to affirm, without the least flattery to the la- 
dies, that they are by no means inferior to the men 
in the happy talent of conveying the archest ideas 
imaginable in the most harmless words, and of en- 
forcing those ideas by the most signiflcaiit looks* 
There is indeed one inconvenience attending the 
double entendre, which I do not remember to have 
heard taken notice of. This inconvenience is the 
untoward eflect that it is dpt#to have upon certain 
discreet gentlewomen who pass under the denomi- 
nation of old maids. As these grave personages 
are generally remarked to have the quickest con* 
ceptions, and as they have once been shocked by 
what they call the indelicacy of this figure, they 
are ever afterwards carrying it in their minds, and 
converting every thing they hear into wantonness 
and indecency. T# ask them what o’clock it is, 
may be an ensnaring question: to pull off your 
gloves in their presence, is beginning to undress ; to 
make them a bow, may be stooping for an immodest 
purpose ; and to talk of bed-time, is too gross to be 
endured. I have known one of these ladies to be 
so extremely upon her guard, that having dropped 
her gold watch* case in a public walk, and being 
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questioned by a gentleman ^lio took it up, whether 
it was her’s or not, was so farmed at the indecency 
of throwing aside her apron to examine, that she 
flew from him with precipitation, suffering him to 
put it into his pocket and go fairly off’ with it. 

This JaLse ivodesti/^ which most evidently owes its 
birth to the double entendre^ is a degree of impu- 
dence that the other cannot match. The possessors 
of it have unfortunately discovered that the most 
immodest meanings may be couched under very in- 
nocent expressions ; and having been once put into 
a loose train of thinking, they are perpetually re- 
volving in their minds every gross idea that words 
can be made to imply. They would not pronounce 
the names of certain persons of their acquaintance 
for the whole world, and are almost shocked to 
death at the sight of a woman with child, as it sug- 
gests to their minds every idea of sensuality. 

It will doubtless be very astonishing to the 
reader to be told, that even the purity of my own 
writings has not at all times exempted me from the 
censure of these maiden gentlewomen. The Nan- 
kin breeches of poor Patrick the footman, in No. 
130 of these papers, have given inconceivable of- 
fence. The word breeches, it seems, is so outrage- 
ously indecent, that a modest woman cannot bring 
herself to pronounce it even w hen alone. I must 
therefore in all future impressions of this work, 
either dismiss the said Patrick from his service, or 
direct him to wait upon his ladies without any 
breeches at all. Other complaints of the like na- 
ture have also been brought against yie, which, 
conscious as 1 am of the purity of my intentions, 
have piqued me not a little. It is from these com- 
plaints that I have entered at present upon the sub- 
ject of this paper, which I cannot conclude without 
expressing some little dislike to the double entendre ; 
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since with all the pleas£U|try and merriment it occa- 
sions, it lias produced mis Jalse modesty^ which, in 
my humble opinion is impudence itself. 


202. THURSDAY, NOV. 11, 1756. 


T/i’ adorning Thee with so much art 
Is but a needless skill. Cowley. 

It is a general observation, that the character and 
disposition of every man may, in some degree, be 
guessed at from the formation and turn of his fea- 
tures ; or in other words, that the face is an index 
of the mind. This remark is certainly not without 
foundation ; nevertheless, as men do not make them- 
selves, but yet are masters of their wills and actions, 
frequent instances happen, in which this rule is 
found to fail, and appearances contradict reality. 

I have often thought that a surer way might be 
found of discovering the secret notions and bias of 
each person ; and that if instead of consulting the 
physiognomy, we were to have recourse to such 
things as are the immediate objects of choice and 
fancy, we should arrive at a truer knowledge of the 
person who adopts them. The best clue we can 
lay hold of for this purpose is, in my opinion, the 
diderent modes of covering and adorning the body, 
or whatever is comprised under the idea of dress. 
The Spanish proverb saj^s, ‘ Tell me what books a 
man reads, and what company he keeps, and #I will 
tell you wifat manner of man he is.’ It may be said 
with equal propriety. Tell nie how sucli a person 
dressesy and I will tell you what he is. In fact, na- 
ture herself, by the appurtenances and ornaments 
which she bestows on different animals, seems to 
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shadow and point out their latent qualities. Who 
can see the peacock strut and spread his gaudy 
train, witliout conceiving an idea of the pride and 
vanity of that fop among birds ? The lion, wrapped 
up in the niaje^^ty of his mane, fills us with notions 
of the grandeur and nobleness of its nature. It is 
the same with men. What nature gives to irrational 
animals, man, by the help of art, supplies to himself: 
and in the choice and arrangement of his dre^ss, 
speaks his real notions and sentiments. 

In a theatre, which is the glass of fasliion, and 
the picture of the world, it is well known that a 
strict attention is always paid to what is called the 
dressing of the characters. The miser has his 
thread'bare coat; the fop his grey powder, solitaire, 
and red heel ; each character hanging out a sign, as 
it were, in his dress, which proclaims to the au- 
dience the nature of his part, even before he utters 
a word. The impression which this outward ap- 
pearance makes upon the mind, is so strong, that 
states and governments have availed themselves of 
it for good and wise purposes. It is certain that 
the ignorant and vulgar part of mankind are most 
easily captivated by what strikes the sight. Love, 
it is said, enters in at the eyes ; and I am apt;^ to 
think, that most of the other passions enter into 
the mind through the samq passage. Hence the 
necessity of applying to this sense ; and hence the 
origin of dress, and the pomp of kings, magis- 
trates, and others, calculated (according to Milton) 
only to 

Dazzle the crgwd, and set them all agape. 

Among the numberless instances that might be 
brought in proof of this assertion, I have however 
remarked one, in which the means do not seem to 
me to answer the end proposed, or at least that 
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ought to be [woposed by them. The instance 1 
mean is the regimentals now worn in the army. One 
would imagine, from contemplating the profession 
of a soldier, that whatever could most contribute 
towards giving an intrepid masculine air and look, 
whatever could impress on the spectator's mind an 
idea of courage, fortitude, and strength, would be 
deemed most proper to furnish out the appearance 
of^those who devote themselves to all the toils, fa- 
tigues, and dangers of war. And yet, who will say 
that our troops speak their profession in any de- 
gree by their dress ? The red, indeed, in which 
they are clothed, as it conveys the idea of blood, 
and appears as if stained with the colours of their 
trade, is most certainly proper. But what shall we 
say for all the other articles of their dress ? Who 
that sees any of them so elaborately and splendidly 
equipped in all their trappings, would not be more 
apt to think by their appearance, that they were 
going to grace some public festival, or to assist at 
some joyful ceremony, than that they were men set 
apart to combat with every hardship, and to stand 
in the rough front of war? When Croesus, the Ly- 
dian king, displayed his heaps of treasure to Solon, 
the philosopher jtold him, that whoever had more 
2 >ow, would soon be master of all his gold; inti- 
mating that show and pomp were of no account, 
compared to what was really useful, and that riches 
in themselves were of no value. To adapt this to 
our present purpose, would not a sort of dress, cal- 
culated to help and defend the wearer, or annoy the 
enemy, be more serviceable than all the pride and 
tinsel that runs through the army, from the general 
to the private roan ? 

The ancient rude Britons seem to have had a bet* 
ter taste, or at least more meaning in their method 
of adorning themselves, than their polished de* 
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scendants. As they were all soldiers, Caesar tells 
us, they used to paint their bodies in such a man- 
ner as they conceived would make them appear 
terrible to their foes. Instead of powdering and 
curling their hair, they wore it loose, like the old 
Spartans, who always combed it down to its full 
extent : and as the admirable author of Leonidas 
expresses it, ‘ clotlied their necks with terror.* For 
my own part, 1 cannot look on our troops, powdered 
and curled with so much exactness, without apply- 
ing Falstaft*’s expression, and thinking indeed, that 
they are food for powde7\ Nor can 1 behold the 
lace, and all the waste of finery in their clothing 
but in the same light that I survey the silver plates 
and ornaments of a coffin : indeed 1 am apt to im- 
pute their going to battle so trim and adorned, to 
the same reason that the fine lady painted her 
cheeks just before she expired, that she might not 
be frightful when she was dead. To ask a plain 
question, Where is the need of all this finery ? 
< Will it (as Falstaff'says of honour) set a leg? No, 
Or an arm I No, Or heal the grief of a wound I 
No. It has then no skill in surgery, and is a mere 
scutcheon. 

When I consider the brilliant, but defenceless 
state, in which our troops go to battle, I cannot 
help wondering at the extraordinary courage they 
have always shown : and am pleased to find that 
they unite in their persons the ancient and modern 
signification of the word brave, which implied for- 
merly only finery or ornament, but, in its present 
acceptation, means courage and resolution. They 
are indeed both brave and fine ; brave as it is pos- 
sible for m€7i to be, but finer than it is necessary for 
soldiers to be ; so that wLat Caesar said of his troops, 
may with great justice be applied to ours, Eticru un^ 
gueniatos bene imguare posse ; in spite of their finert 
y !3 
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2 md perfumes, they are brave fellows, and will 
fight. 

I have been led to consider this subject by a short 
copy of verses lately sent me by a friend present- 
ing a picture of a modern warrior preparing for 
battle. Homer and Virgil described their heroes 
arming for the fight ; but my friend exhibits his 
hero DRESSING for the figlit ; it being observable, 
he says, that our military gentlemen use at present 
no more armour in the day of battle, than they 
do when they go to church, or pay a visit to a 
mistress. 


MODERN WARRIOR. 

The trumpet sounds. To mr the troops advance^ 
Adorned and females to the dance* 

Proud of the summons to display his mighty 
The^gay Lothario dresses for the fight. 

Studious in all the splendor to appear. 

Pride, pomp, and circumstance of glorious war \ 
His *voell4urnd limbs the different ^arbs infold^ 
Wormed ix)ith nice art^ and gliU* ring all \X)ith gold* 
Across his breast the siU(en sash is ty*d, 

Behind the Shoulder knot displays its pride ; 
Glittering •with Lacb, the Hat adorns his heady 
Gracd and distinguish'd by the smart Cockade : 
Conspicuous badge! •which only heroes wear y 
Ensign (f xvar, and favorite of the fair. 

The graceful Queue his braided tresses binds. 

And exi*ry hair in its just rank confines 
Each taper leg the snowey Guetrss deck. 

And the bright Gobgjet dangles from his neck. 
Dress’d cap-^-pie, dll lovely to the sight. 

Stands the gay Warrior, and expects the fight. 
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Jiages the mr-; fell slaughter 4alh around. 

And stretches thousands breathless on the ground : 
Down sinks lothario, sent by one dire blow, 

A well-dress’d hero , to ike shades beloxo. 

Thus the young victim, pamper d and elate. 

To some resplendent fane is led in state, 

With GARLANDS CTOwnd, through Routing cro'wds 
proceeds. 

And dressed in fatal pomp, magnificently bleeds-, 


203. THURSDAY, NOV. 18, 1756. 


Whilst the generality of moralists maintain the 
utility of the passions, the generality of men com- 
plain of their iiiconveniency. For though specu- 
lation can easily confine them to proper objects, re- 
strain them within proper bounds, and make them 
assistant and subservient to the greatest purposes, 
experience finds them impatient of the rein, and we 
are hurried by them into every kind of extravagance. 
In like manner batchelors lay down incomparable 
rules for the government of a wife, which the hus- 
band, whose province is Ov y^Zerts aXXa not 

theory but practice, may find extremely defective 
in the day of trial. The truth is, that no schemes 
can be formed, no directions can be delivered for 
the conduct of the passions, without a previous 
knowledge of their nature, the various circum- 
stances that may excite them, and the strength they 
exert in every individual. Speculation may in some 
measure prepare, but can never sufficiently provide 
for practice. Thus a moralist may prescribe pa- 
tience in the case of pain ; but if the anguish arise 
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from an author’s reading his own works, a patient 
ear, however useful in general, will serve only to 
aggravate the misery, and perhaps render it insup- 
portable. And indeed such means as these will al- 
ways be found either useless or fatal, for they will 
either have no effect upon the passion, or totally 
destroy it. us try therefore to find an expe- 

dient which shall preserve and nourish these ele- 
ments of life, and at the same time prevent those 
6vils which arc so justly apprehended, and so fre- 
quently 1‘elt from them. 

Aristotle lias long ago observed that poetry is 
more philosophical than history ; and Horace lias 
not scrujded to prefer Homer to the philosophers 
themselves, even in points of instruction ; in which 
all sensible men must unanimously concur. For the 
jiassions being a poet’s peculiar province, he must 
indisputably be best acquainted with their nature, 
and best qualified to direct them. From the poets 
therefore we may expect information ; and, ii I am 
not much mistaken, every tragic writer will furnish 
us with the expedient we want. For there is scarce 
a single tragedy in which the passions of the hero 
have not full jllay, and yet by the substitution of 
proper objects, are artfully diverted from the pro- 
duction of those mischiefs that usually attend them. 
To instance in the tragedy of Fatal Constancy ; the 
hero suspecting the cruelty of his mistress, or ra- 
ther her obedience to her father, falls wdth the great- 
est propriety into tlic passion of anger, which thus 
bursts forth, 

Curs'd be the treack'rous curs'd be the houVf 

Curs'd be the uorld and tv'r^ thing — but her V' 

Upon such a provocation as this, it w^as absolute- 
ly impossible to have prevented the passion ; the 
poet therefore gives it free indulgence ; and to 
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avert the fatal effects it might have upon the lady, 
as tlie immediate cause, or upon the more remote 
one her father, he supposes it employed in execra- 
tions against the sex in general, the hour, the 
world, and in short against every thing but his mis- 
tress. Now this artifice may, 1 think be very advan- 
tageously removed from the stage to the world, 
from fictitious tp real persons, as appears from the 
conduct of gamesters, who in an ill run, will with 
the greatest vehemence curse their fortune or their 
cards, and having vented their anger, will play on 
with the utmost composure and resignation, and be 
perfectly agreeable to their adversaries. 

The ancients make mention of one Philoxenus, a 
celebrated eater, who instead of making his rivals at 
the table the objects of his passion, envied cranes 
for their length of neck ; the short duration of plea - 
sure being tlie only defect of his enjoyment. Mr* 
Tope too takes notice of a reverend sire, 

Who envy^d every yarrow that he saw, 

I produce these instances merely to show the pos- 
sibility of an innocent exercise of the passions 
which must be employed to prevent a stagnation 
in the mind, and by these means ma^ be indulged 
without injury to others. Thus rural ’squires, who 
are pure followers of nature, to keep iheir dogs 
and themselves in breath, trail herrings along the 
road, when the season will not adniit of real busi- 
ness. 

But to remove all doubts concerning the possibi- 
lity of this method, and at the same time lb show 
its utility, I must introduce St. Austin to my readers. 
It is well known that the prevailing passion of this 
saint was love, and that an habitual indulgence had 
rendered it too formidable for a regular attack. He 
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therefore engaged by stratagem, where his utmost 
strength was ineffectual, and by forming a woman 
of snow for his embraces, secured his own character, 
and the honour of his fair disciples, from those de- 
vastations to which they must otherwise have been 
fatally exposed. 

All example like this is, I think, sufficient to con- 
firm the principles, and recommend the practice ot 
substituting objects for the exercise of the passions'; 
but lest difficulties should arise from the choice, 1 
shall point out such as will best correspond with 
some particular passions, that we may from thence 
be enabled to judge what will best suit with the rest* 
To begin with what is most important and most 
prevailing, Love. Should a young lady find herself 
unfortunately exposed to the unrUliness of this pas- 
sion, either by nature or education, by too close an 
attention to <the study of romance, or too strong a 
confidence in the conversation of her fiiends, her 
condition must be very degjorablc : for indulgence, 
the most obvious cxpedidiit, is prohibited by cus- 
tom ; opposition would always be found ridiculous, 
often impracticable, and sometimes fatal ; and 
should she follow the example of poor Viola in 
Shakspeare, 

— ^ icho never toU her love, 

Bnl let eoncealmenty like a worm tli budy 
Beed on her damubk cheek, 

her case must be desperate indeed : for the destruc- 
tion of her cliJlrns would infallibly destroy the very 
means of ha{>piness, and make her fit only for the 
incuraliles of a convent, for which our protestant 
country has not yet thought proper to provide. 
Now“ all these inconveniences will be removed by 
substituting some other object to engross her aftec- 
tioij. Thus a lap-dog, a squirrel, or a parrot, may 
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relieve her distress, by beiilg admitted to her bosom, 
and receiving those douceurs and caresses which her 
passion prompts her to bestow upon her lover* It 
is certain that the celebrated Antonia escaped the 
fatal effects of this passion, and preserved her cha- 
racter untainted amidst the slanders and corruption 
of the worst of courts, by fixing her affection upon 
a lamprey. In vain did the beaus of Home offer up 
their vows ; her tenderness was devoted to her fa- 
vourite fish, on w'hich she doted to that degree, 
that she fondly adorned it with her choicest ear- 
rings. 

But if this method should not sufficiently answer 
the great purpose of giving exercise to the passion, 
1 cannot forbear the mention of one more, and that 
is cards. A i)arli carve at Cribbage or Whist will 
give full scope to the restlessness of its nature, and 
enable the fair female to indulge it in all its stages : 
for every deal will excite her affection or her anger: 
will inflame her jealousy, or restore her case ; will 
give her all the pangs of disappointment, or furnish 
the silent transports of success, 

Wliat has been hitherto proposed is designed for 
the unmarried ladies ; the situation and circum- 
stances of a wife being in some respects different, 
may require a different treatment. If therefore 
what is here prescribed prove ineffectual, she may 
Imve recourse to St. Austin’s remedy, which is al- 
ways at hand ; for by fixing her affections upon her 
husband, she may convert a lump of snow into a 
lover, and have the saint’s exquisite pleasure of a 
mortifying indulgence. 

1 would now proceed to the other passions, and 
lay down rules for their regulation, did 1 not think 
it absolutely unnecessary : for several of them, suclr 
as s/iame. fcar^ dc. are become obsolete, and conse- 
quently unknown. Others may be constantly cm- 
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ployed upon husbands, friends, and dependants; for 
these objects occur upon every occasion, dnd an ill 
choice can scarcely be made. Thus if anger be the 
passion of the day, a lady need not be told that she 
may exert it with the greatest safety and satisfac- 
tion upon a husband or a servant. Or should the 
fair one be under the influence of pride, on whom 
can it be exercised with greater propriety than upon 
a female friend, especially if poverty has reduced 
her to a state of indigence and dependence ? For 
fortune has plainly marked such creatures for the 
use and amusement of lier favourites. 


204. THURSDAY, NOV. 25, 1750 


To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sm; 

The season is now approaching when the wisdom 
of the nation provides the supplies necessary for 
the support of government. The two great ques- 
tions commonly debated on such occasions, are the 
wiiEHEFORE and the how. The wherefore, as 
the politician in the Rehearsal says, answers itself; 
but then as to the quomodo, or the how, here the 
invention of the ingenious lover of his country may, 
without offence, be exerted. 

Certain unsubsidized pamphleteers have thought 
proper to observe that scarcely a single tax can be 
devised which has not been already imposed, in order 
to strip this beggarly nation (as they are pleased to 
call it) even of its rags: for if we credit these gen^ 
tlemen, the nation does indeed hang in tatters, and 
w’'e must expect very speedily to hear Britannia) 
crying out with a most lamentable voice in the 
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streets, ‘ Pray, your honour, do, good your honour, 
one single farthing to a poor distressed gentlewoman, 
with a great charge of helpless children.’ 

A certain emperor is reported to have offered a 
reward to any one who should discover a new spe- 
cies of pleasure ; and it is hoped, that in imitation of 
that emperor, the ministiy will make some promisea 
to any one who shall invent a new tax. 

For my own part, I flatter myself that 1 have dfs- 
covered some methods of raising money by taxes, 
which have hitherto escaped the researches of pro ' 
jectors and politicians : but however various my 
and means may be, I shall content myself at 
present with communicating only one of niy schemes, 
that from the reception it meets with from those in 
power, 1 may be tempted either to conceal or make 
public the rest. 

There is a certain species of conversation, which 
is commonly termed ihc sai/mg nj ' hood things. 
In this cornri^dity almost every body deals. The 
cheesemonger^ wife at a gossiping, and the haber- 
dasher at the club, say coon things as well as 
their betters, during the short intervals from Whist. 
This commodity has hitherto escaped the observa- 
tion of the legislature; and yet no sufficient reason 
appears why a tax may not be imposed upon every 
GOOD THING which shall be said, uttered, or spoken, 
from and after Lady-day next. 

It will possibly be objected, that some difficulties 
may occur as to the proper methods of levying this 
tax. The officeis of the revenue, it may be said, 
cannot be supposed proper judges of what is, and 
what is not, a (;ood thing ; and an appeal to the 
t]uarter sessions in all probability would not much 
mend the matter. To this it may be answered, that 
in tlie case before us, the user or consumer may be 
safely trusted on his bare affirmation ; an indulgence 
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which I should very unwillingly recommend on any 
other occasion. The method I M^ould propose, is, 
tliat every person who says a good thing, shall 
receive a certificate thereof on stampt paper, for 
which certificate the sum of two shillings and six- 
pence only shall be exacted : provided always, that 
he who says a very good thing, may for such 
VERY GOOD THING demand a certificate as afore- 
said, on payment of five shillings in manner afore- 
said. 

It may be further objected, as this tax is proposed 
to extend to the liiriting, as well as snymg good 
THINGS, that it will be of inexpressible detriment 
to many professed authors. Their interest and 
their vanit}'^ will incline tliom to contribute largely 
to the stamp duty ; but it cannot in reason be ex- 
pected that they should ever be able to raise a single 
half-crown for the purchase of a certificate. My 
intention, Mr. Fitz-Adam, is not to injure these gen- 
tlemen. 1 pity poor authors AvitljLall my heart. 
They ‘ who cannot dig^ and who to Ijegarc ashamed/ 
wust tvnle ; far be it from me thereibre to deprive 
them of an ingenious livelihood. To quiet their 
minds, I humbly propose that they shall not be 
-obliged to tax themselves, but that their readers 
shall tax them ibr every good thing which they 
may chance to publish. Thus will the tax become 
no intolerable grievance : indeed it will be scarcely 
felt, unless false English, low wit, and licentious 
scurrility be declared good things by public au- 
thority. All that 1 entreat is, that as I leave them 
the liberty of nxiniing what they please, they w ill 
also allow me the liberty of reading what I please. 
By this means we shall have little intercourse, and 
consequently little occasion for quarrel. 

This tax Mill indeed fall somewhat heavy upon 
you, Mr. Fitz*Adara : but in times of danger and 
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clifficult3% every man must contribute according to 
Ins ability to the necessities of his country. 
ever to make this matter easy, I am willing to yield 
3'ou the whole honour of my invention ; and I doubt 
not but you may obtain a saving clause, empower- 
ing you to write good things without the expense 
of a certificate. 

We are all of us apt to show some degree of par- 
tiality to our own children ; and this may perhaps 
induce me to be over-fond of my present project. 
Yet the most impartial must acknowledge, that no 
tax can be more extensive, or be levied with greater 
ease to the public and the subject. It will therefore 
afford me the highest satisfaction to see this my 
darling scheme enforced by the wisdom of the le- 
gislature. 1 can already in imagination rejoice 
over some future resolution of the honourable house, 
conceived in words to the following effect. * 

« Resolved, That the sum of one million ster- 
ling be raised by way of lottery on annuities pay- 
able out of the produce of the tax upon good 

THINGS.* • 

It would be no less agreeable to me to read a pa- 
ragraph in the London Evening Post, or some other 
loyal paper, importing that ‘ this day the worship- 
ful company of Fishmongers dined together at their 
hall in Thames-street, where the tax upon good 
THINGS said after dinner amounted to four hun- 
dred and ten pounds seventeen shillings and six- 
pence, being the largest sum which had ever been 
collected on that occasion.' 

I make no doubt but that great sums might be ex- 
pected on this account from the common halls of 
our two learned universities ; not to say any thing 
of the laudable society of Anii-Gallicans, the vene- 
rable order of Free Masons, and the numerous fra- 
ternities of Bucks, Bloods, and Choice Spirits. 
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It may possibly be insinuated that France will en- 
deavour to avail itself of our example, and impose 
likewise a tax upon good things ; but as freedom 
of speech is greatly restrained in all absolute mo- 
narchies, we have nothing to fear from such an at- 
tempt. Here then we shall be unrivalled, and shall 
be able for once to boast with justice, lhat we have 
ouimtied our enemies. 

-If it should still farther be objected to this tax, 
that it will be a partial one, and grievously burthen- 
some to the poor wit, while the rich alderman, the 
justice of the quorum, and the fine gentleman, will 
be totally exempted from it ; I answer, that in these 
public-spirited times, and upon this particular oc- 
casion, every man will be ambitious of contributing 
his quota, whether he can be legally taxed or not ; 
nay, 1 am humbly of opinion, that those who say 
tlie fewest good things, will generously make 
their demands upon the stamp-office for the greatest 
number of certificates. 

1 had once entertained thouglits of extending my 
project to the (iOOD things that people do as well 
as saj/ ; but upon consulting a few friends upon the 
mattw, 1 was convinced that the benefits arising 
from such an addition would be too inconsiderable 
to be felt. 1 have therefore, for tlie good of my 
poor country, and the ease of those in power, made 
what haste 1 could to communicate my sdieme as 
it now is, which 1 desire you to publisli as soon as 
possible : and am, 

Sir, 

Your mostfaithjul 
humble servant. 
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N“g05. THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2, 17S6 


Nunc adliibc puro 


Pec tore Terha^ pucr^ nunc te melioribus offer — 

- Hoa. 

Tendere ad Indos* 


Auroramque segui.^ 

Vino. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 


Sir; 



Among the many reasons that were urged against 
entering into the present war, and the various cla- 
mours that have been raised since the commence- 
ment of hostilities, 1 do not find any body Ims con- 
sidered the importance of a peace with France, in 
regard to the education of our young nobility ; and 
1 cannot but think our ministers would have been 
less hasty in their measures, had they paid proper 
attention to an object of so great moment. 

This oversight is the more surprising, as the dan- 
gers attending heirs apparent at home, and the ne- 
cessity of travel from the age of seventeen to 
twenty-one, have long been notorious to all the 
world. Who would trust a son in the way of pe- 
dantry’and tobacco, party and elections, fox hounds 
and Newmarket ; of the bewitching glances that 
lurk beneath a pompadour hat at llanelagh, or the 
unadorned, but not less dangerous charms of the 
curate’s daughter near the mansion seat ? On the 
other side, who is not aware that, abroad, national 
prejudices are destroyed, the mind is oiicncd, the 
taste refined, the person improved ? And what 
must be a farther consolation to parents, is, that 
the habits and manners contracted by young gen- 
tlemen in their travels, are likely to remain with 
z 3 
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them all their lives after. It seldom happens that 
the Paris pump and Lyons velvet give place to tlie 
tight boot and short skirt ; or that a man accus- 
tomed to the elegance and loll of a vis a vis, with 
cushions of down within, and ihe varnish of Martin 
without, is so absurd at his return, as to trot ten 
miles before day in a dreary winter morning, and 
pass the hours due to hazard or a mistress on the 
sidti of a bleak cover, shivering in expectation of a 
fox. 

As it is far from my intention to stir up a cla- 
mour agaiiii^t the advisers of this war, 1 shall not 
enter farther into a discussion of the advantages 
of a foreign, or the evils of a domestic education, 
but hasten to my scheme for the improvement of 
youth, in spite of our enemies ; the first hint of 
w'hich arose accidentally in conversation with a 
friend, at whose house in the country 1 spent some 
days last month. 

VVe were walking in a park, decorated with all 
the variety of Asiatic ornament, which at present 
so genera] ly prevails among improvers of taste ; 
when this gentleman, who is a leading man of tltat 
class, as well as a thorough zealot in the modern 
system of education, took occasion to consult me in 
regard to the disposal of his eldest son, a youth 
about sixteen years of age, heir to a very large for- 
tune, and' at present at one of our universities. My 
friend, I found, was very uneasy lest he should con- 
tract the rust of the college, and most pathetically 
lamented his ill-fortune, that the doors of France 
should be so critically shut against a lad formed by 
nature for all the accompli&hments which so emi- 
nently di^tingui.-h tiiat polite nation. 

In reflecting upon the good man’s embarrass- 
ment, and admiring the several temples, bridges, 
and other edifices of Chinese architecture which 
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surrounded me, I was led to consider whether 
send our sons to Pekin instead of Paris, would 
not better answer all purposes of travel. And 
though' yon may start, as did my friend, at the first 
view of this proposal, I doubt not, Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
but upon deliberation you will agree with\|pe in 
many of the circumstances that I thinjc must ren- 
der such a progress preferable to the other, mgye 
entertaining to the young gentlemen themselves, 
more suitable to the intentions of their parents 
and guardians, and more beneficial to their coun- 

Among the many considerations which imme- 
diately occurred to me upon this subject, I shall 
beg leave principally to observe, tliat the manufac- 
tures of China, which have hitherto reached us, 
bear the preference to most of our own of the same 
kinds, in spite of European pride : and I am per- 
suaded those politer arts, which are the great ob- 
jects of travel, are in a degree of excellence, well 
worthy our notice, among the ingenious people of 
that country, tliough they have hitherto made their 
way to us slowly and imperfectly, for want of pro-' 
per travellers. The merchant and the missionary 
(almost the only visitors of so distant a region) at- 
tend merely to those observations which regard the 
commerce and religion of their nation sect ; 
the views of the one are too confined, and of the 
other generally too enthusiastic to produce tlie good 
effects which will accrue from the inquiries of men 
of more enlarged idteas and unprejudiced sentiments. 
The present juncture seems marked by the good ge- 
nius of this isle for the most important discoveries. 
How many young men of fashion might be picked 
out, whom no one could suspect of prejudices 
either in favour of trade or religion ! and surely a 
mettled fellow could not hesitate in his choice 
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between this rout and tl^e old beaten one of France 
and Italy ; where from a Calais landlord, to a Nea- 
politan princess, there is a sameness of adventure 
that is become extremely irksome to a polite circle 
in the recital. A traveller will be greatly disap- 
pointed who fancies the tour of Europe will entitle 
him to attention at Arthur’s or an assembly. Alas ! 
after four years of expense, danger, and fatigue, if 
he expects auditors, he must have recourse to his 
tenants in the country, or seek them about four 
o’clock on a bench in St. James’s park. On the 
contrary, let us suppose a young nobleman just ar- 
rived with a dress and equipage ^ la Chinoise^ what 
a curiosity would be excited in the town ! what en- 
tertainment, what admiration would it afibrd! 
What triumph would he feel in entering a rout, to 
see at his approach the lover rise from beneath the 
hoop on the settee, the dowager quit her cards, and 
all 


With greedy ears devour up his discourse ! 

It would be a severe blow to the French, Mr. 
Fitz-Adam, should the Chinese succeed to the em- 
pire of taste ; and it is worthy remark, as I hinted 
above, and as others of your correspondents have 
done before, what advances they daily make toward 
it. Without doors, from the seats of our dukes to 
the shops of our haberdashers, all is Chinese ; and 
in most places within (at least where that sex, which 
ought always to have the lead ih elegance, is con- 
cerned) Raphael and Titian give place to the more 
pleasing masters of Surat and Japan. Should their 
dress and cookery become as fashionable as their 
architecture and painting, adieu the most flourish- 
ing commerce of France : and I see no reason why 
they should not, if introduced by proper persons. 
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Novelty is the soul of both, and quickness of inven- 
tion the surest recommendation to the cook, as well 
as the taylor. For my own part, I have coranfis- 
sioned my two nephews, who are actually prepar- 
ing for their voyage next spring, to bring over one 
of the greatest men they can find in each of these 
capacities; and I flatter myself that their dress and 
my table will give the taste to the whole town. I 
have likewise desired these young gentlemen t© 
contract for the best dancers now in Asia, whether 
monkies or men, and propo|e to oblige the ma- 
nagers of both theatres with a Chinese ballet, that 
I think will engage to them the support of the whole 
society of Anti* Galileans. 

If young nobleman can want yet flirther en- 
couragement for this undertaking, let him consider 
how much greater scope there is to show his genius 
in the construction of a vessel, than in that of a 
posi-chaise ; not to mention the many conveniences 
and comforts he will have about him, which a land- 
carriage cannot afford ; for instance, his cook, his 
toad-eater, his set at Whist, and if he pleases, his 
girl : for, by the way, it would be cruel in a parent 
to deny a son, embarked on so useful a progress, 
any of those amusements or resources, so generally 
esteemed innocent in Qther travels, and which in- 
deed I have seldom heard that the most scrupulous 
governor objected to in France or Italy. It is pos- 
sible that the article of sea-sickness may alarm the 
tenderness of some mothers: but what is it more 
than the qualms of claret? and a youth who lias 
shown any spirit at college, cannot have much to 
apprehend from that complaint. 

And here, Mr. Fitz-Adam, I cannot forbear hint- 
ing to our patriots, of what service such a system 
.)f education would prove to our marine, the great 
bulwark of the nation. I am persuaded it would 
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turn out as good a nursery for sailors as the her- 
ring fishery ; and what a resource would it be in any 
sucWen emergency (like the present, for example) 
if the numerous retinues of the gay and great were 
able to go to a top-mast head! A set of fellows, 
who now serve only to excite the corTtempt or in- 
dignation of their industrious countrymen, would 
become useful members, and be regarded as a hid- 
<?fen strength of the state. Who knows but some of 
the young gentlemen themselves might take a more 
' particular fancy to a;.l>lue uniform than to a red 
one? and I apprehend it would as soon entitle them 
to the esteem of their country, and not be less be- 
conaing in the eyes of the ladies. 

But the point which will be thought of the most 
importance by your serious readers, is still behind. 
It has been remarked of late years (I fear with some 
truth) that the majority of our young travellers re- 
turn home entirely divested of the religion of their 
country, without having acquired any new one in 
its place. Now as our free-thinkers are universally 
known to be the strictest moralists, 1 apprehend the 
doctrine of Confucius might have a very good effect 
upon them, and possibly give them a certain plan 
which they have all along wanted. In lime perhaps 
they might institute some tprm of public worship, 
and tliereby remove the scandal of atheism, which 
our enemies abroad, from the behaviour of our tra- 
vellers, are so apt to brand us with : and it is my 
private opinion, that if a Chinese temple were to be 
built by subscription, in a good quarter of the town 
for the worship of the polite world, it could not fail, 
of success. V 

I now, Mr. Fitz-Adam, leave you to comment 
upon my project. If it is recommended from your 
pen, I doubt not but it will be followed. We shall 
then see the new and old route distinguished by the 
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title of the grand *and littlk tour. It will be 
left to the ensign and the templar to trip to Paris, 
in absence from quarters and long vacations : plod- 
ding geniuses, admirers oftlic classics^ pijiiosophers, 
and poets will reach Home ; while the noble youth 
of more extensive fortune and more general prin- 
ciples, tile rising spirits, born to take the lead, and 
set a pattern to the world, strike out a path more 
worthy their genius, and more adapted to the elf- 
lightened age in which we live. 

1 am, Sir, 

Your consiani reader and admirer^ 

C. 


g06. THURSDAY, DECEM. 9, 175(>. 


Audire est operte prclivw^ proccdci'c reetc 
Qui machh non vuUh, nt ornni parte laborent, 
Ulque illis midtu corrupta dolore voluptas, 

Hor. 

Mr. Fitz-Adam ; 

As the history of my life may be of some service 
to many of your readers, 1 shall relate it with all 
the openness and simplicity ol’ truth. If they give 
a due attention to the errors and mistakes of my 
conduct, they will pass over those of my style. ^ 1 
am no scholar, having had a private education un- 
der the eye of my mother. Instead of conversing 
or playing with other boJ^s, I went a visiting with 
her ; and while she and my tutor w ere at Cribbage, 
in which they passed a considerable part of the day, 
1 read such books as I found lying about her room ; 
the chief of which were the Atalantis, Ovid’s Art ol 
Love, novels, romances, miscellaneous poems, and 
plays. From these studies I contracted an early 
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taste for gallantry ; and as n6thing pleased me so 
much as the comedies of the last age, rny thoughts 
were constantly engrossed with the enviable situa- 
tion of the heroes of those pieces. Your Dori- 
mauts and your Horners struck my imagination be- 
yond the brightest characters in Pope’s Homer ; and 
though I liked the gallantry of fighting ten years 
for a woman, yet 1 thought the Greeks might have 
fJuud a readier way of making themselves amends, 
by visiting their friends at Troy, and taking revenge 
in kind. S’uch were the exploits to command my 
admiration, and such the examples which I looked 
up to : and having manifest advantages of person, I 
entertained most extravagant conceits of my future 
triumphs. Yet even in the height of those extrava- 
gancies, I had no hope of obtaining every favour 
that I solicited ; much less should I have been per- 
suaded that such uncommon success could be prO' 
d active of any thing but consummate happiness. 
The history of my life will prove the contrary ; and 
I choose to record it, with a view of showing what a 
succession of trouble, distress, and misery, arose 
from the very completion of my desires. 

I was precipitately sent to Oxford, on being dis- 
covered in an intrigue with a young girl, whom my 
tutor had lately married, and who had a prior at- 
tachment to me. As my love for her was exces- 
sive, this separation was inexpressibly painful ; and 
I learned from it, that past joys were no consolation 
for present disappointment. 1 found the university 
life so little suited to my taste, that I soon prevailed 
upon my mother to let me come to London. Be- 
fbre I had been a week in town, I was introduced 
to a young woman whom I took so gri^at a fancy to, 
that the very violence of my passion made me de- 
spair of success. I was, however, so agreeably dis- 
appointed, that 1 could scarce conceal the transports 
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of joy which possession gave me: but this joy was 
more than balanced, when at the end of some 
months 1 was told of the condition into which this 
kind creature was b/onght by her compliance with 
my desires. My anxiety upon this event was too 
great to be restrained; and honour, which alone 
had stopped the overflowings of my joy, prompted 
me to give a loose to my concern. 1 bewailed with 
remorse and tears the shame and misery of delude^ 
innocence, and cursed myself as the author of so 
much ruin and infamy. I spared no expense to 
render her unhappy situation as comfortable as 
it could be nSade, and shut myself up with her till 
the expected time of her delivery. That fetal hour 
infinitely increased our mutual shame, by giving 
birth to a little negro, which, though it delivered 
me at once from the pangs of conscience, put me 
to an immoderate expense in bribes to the nurses, 
to kecj) the secret of my disgrace. 

This unlucky adventure had almost spoiled me 
for a man of gallantry ; but I soon lost all remem- 
brance of ill usage in the innocent smiles and gen- 
tle sweetness of a young lady, who gave me every 
mark of tender love and constancy. Our mutual 
fondness made it impossible for us to bear that se- 
paration which discretion required. As she gave 
up all her acquaintance for my sake, she soon found 
herself abandoned by them; so that our constant 
living together, which hitherto had been choice^ 
was ni|w become an absolute necessity. This con- 
finement, tiiough it did not abate, but, if possible, 
increased my tenderness, had so different an effect 
upon her temper, as to cause a total change of be- 
liavioiir to me and all about her : she stormed day 
and night like a fury, and did every thing to drive 
me from her company : yet if ever I went from her 
iq>on the most urgent business, she 'would throw 
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herself into fits, and upbraid me with the most bit- 
ter reproaches. On my being sent for to attend 
my mother in her last moments, she threatened 
with horrid imprecations, that if I left her then I 
should never see her more. I had sftarce broke from 
her menaces, when she flew from her lodgings in an 
agony of passion, and has not been heard of since. 

Soon after the death of my mother, a lady of 
ojuality who visited her, and who had cast an en- 
vious eye upon her diamonds, which were not con- 
temptible, took occasion to make some advances 
towards me. Whenever we met, her discourse al- 
ways turned upon the great merits of ray mother, 
and the taste which she showed in the choice and 
manner of wearing her jew’els: and this conversa- 
tion as constantly ended in an assignation at her 
house. Though I was at first a little proud to find 
my presents meet so ready an acceptance, I was 
not exceedingly flattered in the progress of this 
amour; especially when 1 came to perceive, that 
the strongest recommendation I had to her favour 
was growing weaker every day. I found also that 
a declaration which I had made of not loving cards, 
did not contribute to strengthen my interest in that 
family. 

My next affair was with a lady who was really 
fond of me; and I thought myself then at the 
height of my wishes; for she managed so discreetly, 
jthat we had not the least interruption from her hus- 
band at home ; but her conduct abroad was a per- 
petual scene of indiscretion and tyranny. Site 
obliged me to attend her every night to the opera, 
and never to stir from her side. She would carry 
me to the most frequented plays, and keep me in a 
whisper during the most interesting scenes. Not 
satisfied with this, she made me walk with lier eter- 
nally in tlie park, the old-road, and Kensington gar- 
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dens; and to complete her triumph, she dragged 
me, a miserable object ! about the streets of Lon- 
don, with the same pityless ostentation as the inhu- 
man conqueror trailed the lifeless carcase of Hector 
round the walls of Troy. To complete my misfor» 
tunes, it happened that the beau monde established 
a new mode of gallantry ; and all knights amorous 
were required to make love after the new fashion, 
and attend their ^fair on horseback. Unluckily for 
me, my mother not suspecting that horsemanship 
would ever become, here, a requisite in gallantry, 
had made it no part of my English education : there- 
fore being an absolute novice, 1 procured the 
quietest beast that was to be got, and hoped that I 
was properly mounted : but I soon found my mis- 
take ; for the dulness of tlie beast tended to bring a 
most disgraceful suspicion on the spirit of the rider; 
and I was obliged at all cvc|?ls to undertake a more 
mettlesome steed. The consequence was this : the 
moment I joined my mistress, she drew out her 
handkerchief, which fluttering in the wind, so 
frightened my horse that he carried me directly into 
the serpentine river. While I wfis taken up with 
my own danger and disgrace, lidr horse, which had 
started at the same time, ran a different way, and as 
she was no otherwise qualihed for a rider, but by 
the consciousness of being a woman of fashion, she 
was thrown against a tree and killed on the spot. 
The remembrance of her fondness for me, though 
so troublesome while living, was the cause of great 
affliction to me after her death ; and it w^as near a 
twelvemonth before I settled my affections on a new 
object. This was a young widow, who though she 
did not give me the same occasion of complaint as 
the last, created me no less pain by turning the ta- 
bles upon me. Instead of requiring my constant 
attendance, she would complain that X haunted and 
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dogged her ; and would frequently secrete herself, 
or run on purpose into suspicious company, purely 
to give me uneasiness. Though confessedly her fa- 
vourite, I have frequently been denied admittance, 
when the most worthless pretenders have been let 
in; and when I have offered her tickets for a con- 
cert which she liked, she has refused them, and ac- 
cepted a party to a dull play, with the most despi- 
cable of my rivals. When we hq^e been at the 
same table at cards, she has made it remarked by 
the whole assembly that her eyes and her discourse 
have been industriously kept from me; and such 
has been her cruelty, that when I have desired the 
honour of walking with her the next morning, she 
has answered with a significant sneer, she was very 
sorry she could not have my company, for she in- 
tended io ride* With all this, who could imagine 
that 1 was the happy man ? and yet, as 1 spared no 
pains or cost in the inquiry, I can venture to pro- 
nounce that no other persons whatever shared her 
favours with me. Of all the tortures that can 
be devised for the punishment of poor lovers, there 
arc none so excruciating as this inequality of be- 
haviour. * 

Not to trouble you with a farther detail of the 
plagues and disquietudes, the discoveries, expenses, 
fines, and dangers, which are incident to gallantry in 
general, I shall only tell you that I at last perceived 
there was no peace or comfort for the votaries of 
Venus but under the auspices of Hymen. To over- 
come my inveterate prejudices against the conjugal 
state, so long demised, insulted, and injured by me, 
was the great difficulty ; but as the thorough detec- 
tion of the vanity and folly of every degree of gal- 
lantry had by no means extinguished my unalter- 
able love for the sex, I found upon mature reflec- 
tion, that marriage was my only resource, and that 
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I should run no great risk Tn exchanging the real 
for the imaginary pains of love. 

Having taken this resol\^tion, I slept into the ri- 
dotto, fixed my eyes upon a very engaging figure, 
and ^ immediately advertised for the young lady in 
blue and silver ; requiring only a certificate of her 
good humour. I went to the coffee-house, received 
a letter for A. B. and in the space of a few months, 
from being a restless, tyrannized, tormented wretch, 
1 found myself a liusbaiKl, a cuckold, and a happy 
man. I lived ten years in a state of perfect tran- 
quillity ; and I can truly say, that I once met with 
a woman, who to the day of Iier death, behaved to 
me with constant attention and complacency. 

I am, l^iR, 

Your most humble servant i 

T. Z. 


N‘ 207‘ THURSDAY, DEC. 16, 1756. 


The exorbitant exactions of servants in great 
houses, and the necessity imposed upon you, after 
dining at a friend’s table, of surrendering all the 
money in your pocket to iha gang in livery who very 
dexterously intercept every avenue to the street-door, 
have been the subject of a former paper. This cus- 
tom, illiberai and preposterous as it is, neither the 
ridicule with which I have treated it, nor my more 
serious reprehension will, 1 fear, be able to abolish. 
My correspondents continue to complain, that 
though the hospitable door is opened wide for their 
admission, yet, like that of Pluto in Virgil, it is 
hardly pervious at their retreat : nor can they pass 
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the ninefold barrier without a copious shower of in- 
fluencing silver. The watchful dragons still expect, 
and will expect for ever, their quieting sop, from his 
honour's bowing butler, with tlic significant napkin 
under his arm, to the surly Swiss who guards the 
vestible. Your passport is not now received by 
t%se collectors, as a free gift, but gathered as a 
turnpike toll ; ^^or, in other words, as the just dis- 
charge of your tavern reckoning. Thus the style of 
invitation, which runs generally that * Lord such- 
a*one desires you will do him the favour to dine 
with him,’ is explained by dear-bought experience, 
to ineport, that you will obligingly contribute your 
quota to the payment of his servants wages. 

Yet this abuse, grievous as it is to the guest, and 
disgraceful to the master, is by no means the great- 
est inconvenience arising from a want of attention 
to economical regulations. The following letter, 
which 1 have only room to insert at present, but 
which, for the sake of my correspondent, I may pos- 
sibly take under consideration at another opportu- 
nity, will sufficiently show the necessity of such re- 
gulations. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir ; 

1 am a plain country gentleman, possessed of a 
plentiful fortune, and blest with most of the com- 
forts of life; but am at present (not through any 
fault of my owm, that I can recollect ) in great dis- 
tress : which I am as much at a loss how to remedy, 
as I was unable to prevent. Though I have loved 
peace and quiet all my life, and have endeavoured 
constantly to maintain good order and harmony in 
my family, I owe ray grievances to the intrigues and 
jealousies which have unhappily subsisted for some 
time ’last among my servants. I give them good 
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wages, which I pay punctually ; I indulge them in 
every reasonable request, from a desire to make 
them happy ; and 1 have been told by all of them in 
their several turns, that I am, without exception, the 
•very best of masters. 

Yet, with all my car^ and kindness, I cannot es- 
tablish a proper subordination amongst them ; with- 
out which, 1 am sensible no family g^ernment can 
long subsist ; and for want of whicl)^s they cannot 
find a decent and reasonable cause of complaint 
against me) they are perpetually quarrelling with 
one another. They do not, I believe, intend origi- 
nally to hurt me : on the contrary, they pretend my 
advantage alone is the occasion of their disagree- 
ment. But, were this really true, my case is no less 
deplorable ; for, notwithstanding the zeal they ex- 
press for rny service, and the respect and affection 
they profess to my person, my life is made miserable 
by their domestic squabbles; and my estate is 
mouldering away daily, whilst they are contending 
who should manage it for me. They are so oblig- 
ing, as to assure me upon their honours, that their 
contests are only who can best serve so good a 
master, and deserve and claim the first place in his 
favour ; but alas ! I begin to be a little apprehen- 
sive that their struggle is, and has been, who sliOuld 
get most VAILS and have most power under me ; or 
as you may think perhaps, over me. 

The first appearance of this intestine discord was 
upon the following occasion : 

I have a very troublesome neighbour, who is con- 
tinually committing encroachments upon ray lands 
and manor. He attacks me first with his pen ; and 
pretending to have found out some flaw in my set- 
tlements, he commences a suit of trespass against 
me; but at the same time, fearing lest the law 
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should happen to decide in favour of right, he 
sends me word, he xaears a suaord. Not long ago he 
threatened me that he would break into my park, 
steal ray fish out of my canal, and shoot my hares 
and deer within my pales. Upon the advice of my 
steward and other servants, I sent to my estate in 
the north for a trusty gamekeeper (wliose bravery 
and fidelity I ojuld rely upon) to come to my as- 
sistance, tliat Ire: might help to preserve, not only 
my (iAME but my family, which seemed to be in 
no small danger. I'hesc orders were no sooner dis- 
patched, than to my great surprise, my postillion 
bolted into the parlour where I was sitting, and told 
me with all the warmth of a patriot, that he could 
not consent to Ferdinand the game-keeper’s ad- 
mission into the house, for that he humbly conceived 
it was neither for ray honour nor my interest to be 
indebted for any part of my protection, or even 
safety, to a foreigner; for you must know, Mr. 
Fitz-Adam, that very unfortunately for me, my poor 
honest Ferdinand did happen to be born some- 
where or other in Germany. You may imagine, 
Jiowever, that I paid little attention to this remon- 
strance of my postillion; but dismissing him from 
my service, 1 sent for Ferdinand; who, upon the 
first summons, travelled night and day to come to 
my relief. 

The next fit of affection that embarrassed me, 
broke out in my ambitious helper. He professed 
himself so excessively careful of my person, that 
he did not think it safe for me to be driven any 
longer by my old coachman ; on which account 
he grew impatient to ascend the box himself. But 
his contrivances to facilitate this removal, were 
plain indications that he attended to his own ad- 
vancements more than to my preservation ; for I 
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have been informed, that he has often friglitened 
the horses to make tliem start unexpectedly out of 
the quarter : at other times he has been detected in 
laying great stones in the way, \vith a design to 
overturn the coach; and in roads of difficulty and 
danger, was sure to keep out of the way himself; 
nay, at last, he tried to persuade the servants, that 
it was the coachman’s intention Jo drive heSd- 
long over them, and break all their necks. But 
when he found I had too good an opinion of old 
Thomas to entertain any suspicion of his honesty y 
be came one morning in a pet, and gave me warn- 
ing. I told him with great temper, he was to blatne^ 
paid him his wages, and bid Thomas provide him- 
self with another helper. But I leave you to 
judge of my grief as well as surprise, when Tho- 
mas answered me with tears in his eyes, ‘ that he 
must intreat my permission to retire from ray ser- 
vice; he found,' he said , ‘ he had many enemies, 
both within doors and without : niy family was di- 
vided into various parties : *50010 were favourable to 
the HELPER, and others had been wrought upon by 
the late postillion ; he should be always grateful 
for the goodness 1 had shown him ; and his last 
breath should be employed in praying for my pros- 
perity.’ It was with great reluctance that I con- 
sented to his request ; he had served me honestly 
above thirty-years, from affection more than inte- 
rest; had always greased my wheels himself, and 
upon every one of my birth-days, had treated all 
his brother whips at his own expense ; so that far 
from being a gainer by my service, be had spent 
above half of what he had saved before he came 
into it. You may imagine I would willingly have 
settled a comfortable annuity upon him; but you 
will wonder at bis behaviour on this occasion : in- 
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deed I have never met with any think like it, in one 
of his low station ; he declared, that he would ra* 
ther live upon bread and cheese, than put my ho- 
nour to any expense, when he* could be no longer 
useful to me. 

Thus have I been reduced, contrary to my incli- 
nation, to hire another coachman. The man I 
have now taken bears a very reputable character ; 
but he happens to be so infirm, that he is scarce yet 
able to get upon his box : and though he promises, 
and 1 believe intends to take all possible care of my 
horses, I fear he has not been accustomed to drive 
a set so restive as mine are, especially in bad roads. 
I have also been persuaded to take my postillion 
again, as he is a great favourite of my present 
COACHMAN. Between them they are new model- 
ling my family for me, and discharging those ser- 
vants whom they happen to dislike. My experi- 
enced BAiLiFP, who used to hold my courts, has left 
me ; and my game-keeper, who has been obliged to 
lie, during this hard winter in a tent in the garden, 
is ordered back again into the north, though he has 
given no sort of offence, but on t!so contrary, has 
been greatly instrumental in protecting me from the 
insults of uiy blustering neighbour : so unpardon- 
able a crime is it to be born in (iermany ! 

Good Mr. Fitz-Adara, advise me, as a friend, 
what course to take. We masters, as we are im- 
properly called, are become of late so subservient 
to our servants, that I should apprehend this uni- 
versal want of subordination in them must at last 
be detrimental to the state itself: for as a family is 
composed of many servants, cities and countries are 
made up of many houses and families, which to- 
gether constitute a nation. Disobedience in the 
majority of individuals to their superiors, cannot 
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fail of producing a general licentiousness, which 
must terminate at last in anarchy and confusion, 

I am, SiH, 

Your constant reader 
and admirer, 

Geokge Meanwell. 


N** 208, THURSDAY, DEC. 23, 175G. 


As the first of the following lettersjs written by a 
female correspondent, and the second intended for 
the service of that sex, I have taken the first oppor- 
tunity of giving them to the public. 

To Mr. Fitz-Ai)am. 


Siu ; 

1 am a young woman, and live in the country 
wnth an uncle and aunt, whose characters, as they 
are somewhat particular, may perhaps contribute 
towards the entertainment of your readers. My 
uncle is a man so full of himself, that he approves 
of nothing but what is done (to use his own words) 

. c^ier his maxim. About three years ago he caught a 
great cold : ever since which time he wears a great 
coat, and calls every man a fool that goes without 
one, even in the dog-da 3 ^s. The other day a rela- 
tion coming to see him, was thrown off his horse and 
broke his leg.— —When he was brought into the 
house, and my uncle came to be informed that the 
accident happened by his passing through a bad 
lane, in order to call upon a particular friend in 
his way to us, he told him with an air of great im- 
portance, that it was always a maxim with him, ^ ne- 
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vcr to do two things at once/ He then introduced 
a long story about queen Elizabeth and lord Bur- 
leigh, which, after it had lasted above half an hour, 
concluded with lord Burleigh’s telling the queen, 
that he had made it a maxim, ‘ never to do but 
one thing at a time/ Thus did he perplex the poor 
gentleman who la}^ all the time with a broken limb ; 
nor would he sutler any person in the room to ^o 
for^a surgeon till his story was told. While the leg 
was setting, and the. patient in the utmost torment, 
my uncle stood by, and with all the rhetoric he was 
master of, endeavoured to persuade his kinsman 
that his misfortune was entirely owing to a neglect 
of those excellent maxims which he had so often 
taught him. He concluded his harangue with a 
^iviwg 0 ^ p7‘overbSy mottoes, and seyilimeiitSy^o^ which 
lie is so ridiculously fond, that there is no single 
action ol* his life that is not entirely governed by one 
or other of them. I have seen him in the garden, 
in the midst of a most violent thunder-shower, 
walking a snail’s pace towards the house, because 
his friend lord Onslow ’s motto is festina lentc ; which 
words 1 have heard Iiim repeat and explain so often, 
that 1 have them always in nly head. 

My aunt is truly one flesh with her husband. She 
approves of nothing but what is done after hei' oten 
example, though she is unable to support her preju- . 
dices even by a proverb or a saying. As I am so un- 
fortunate as to differ from her in almost all my ac- 
tions, w'e are extremely liable to quarrel. She gets 
up at six because she cannot sleep ; and I lie in bed 
till nine, because 1 cannot easily xvaJee. When we 
meet at breakfast, I am sure to be scolded for my 
drowsiness and indulgence, and questioned at least 
a dozen times over, ‘ why i cannot do as she docs, 
get up with the sun?’ ‘ Ay,’ says inv uncle, ‘ and 
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niy aunt observes but part of the saying; for long 
before the lark goes to roost, she will fall asleep in 
her chair, unless kept awake by cards ; though her 
usual bed-time is not till nine o’clock. 

Now, Mr. Fitz- Adam, I would fain know whether 
the hours between nine and twelve, provided you 
are quite awake, are not of equal use with those be- 
tween six and nine, when you are half the time 
asleep ? My aunt says No ; for that one hour in 
the morning, is worth txoo in the afternoon : which I 
cannot for the life of me comprehend. # 

The old lady is one of those good sort of women 
who think every thing beneath their notice but fa- 
mily affairs and housekeeping ; for which reason, if 
ever she catches me reading a volume of the Spec- 
tator or World, she immediately asks me if the Art 
of Cookery, which she made me a present of, is mis- 
laid or lost ; to which she is sure to add, that for 
her part^ she docs not see what good can come of 
reading such heathenish books ; and that had she 
given up her mind to nonsense and skiff', my uncle 
and his family must have been beggars, so they 
must. 

Am 1 really to be governed by j^iese old folks, or 
may I go on in my old way, and laugh at their 
absurdities ? I read your paper every Friday when 
the post comes in, and shall be glad to see (|ps let- 
ter inserted in your next, with your opinion of the 
matter, that I may know which is the wisest, my 
uncle, my aunt, or Mr. Fitz-Adam's 
humble servant, 

and admirer, 

C. P. 


Sir ; 

If we pay a due regard to proverbial expressions, 
which are oftentimes founded in good sense and 

VOL. XXIX. B B 
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experience, the texture of the scull, particularly 
the extreme thickness or extreme thinness of it, 
contributes not a little to the stupidity or folly of 
our species. By a thick-sculled man we always 
mean a fool, and by a thin-sculled fellow , one with- 
out any disefetion. May we not therefore suppose 
that the state of men, respecting tlieir understand- 
ings, is pretty much this : when their craniums arc 
extremely solid, they are generally idiots ; when in 
a medium, persons of sense : when somewhat thin- 
-ner, wits ; and when extremely thin, madmen ? 

What has led me into these reflections, is the 

E resent practice among our ladies, of going bare- 
eaded, and a remarkable passage in Herodotus 
concerning the efl’ect of that practice among the 
Egyptians. 

This ancient and curious historian and traveller 
tells us, that passing by Pelusium, where there had 
been, many years before, a bloody battle fought be- 
tween the Persians and Egyptians, and the sculls 
of the slain on each side being still in different heaps, 
he found upon trial, that those of the Egyptians were 
so thick, tiicy required a very strong blow to break 
them ; whereas yiiose of the Persians were so thin 
and tender, they scarcely resisted the slightest 
stroke. Herodotus attributes the thinness and ten- 
derndH of the Persian sculls, to their wearing warm 
caps or turbans ; and the thickness and hardness of 
the Egyptians, to their going bareheaded, and there- 
by exposing their heads to heats and colds. Now 
if this opinion of Herodotus, and the foregoing re- 
marks, be well founded, what rueful effects may the 
present fashion of our ladies exposing their heads 
to ail weathers, especially in the present cold sea-^ 
son, be attended with ! Instead of sensible, witty, 
and ingenious women, for which this country has 
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so long been famous, we may in a little lime have 
only a generation of trifter^. 

lly what has happened to a neighbouring nation, 

• we have the more reason to dread the like misfor- 
tune among ourselves. And happy are those who 
take warning by the misfortunes of others. Former- 
ly, when the Dutcli kept their heads w^arm in furred 
caps, they were a wise and brave people, delivered 
themselves from slavery, and established a wealth'^' 
and formidable republic : but since they have left 
off this good old fashion, and taken to French tou- 
pees, wliereby their heads are much exposed, they 
are become so thick-sculied, that is, so stupid and 
foolish, as to neglect ^Imost every means of national 
benefit and preservation. 

Though the ancient Greeks were some of the 
wdsest and most acute people in the world, yet the 
Beotians were remarkably ignorant and dull. What 
can we ascribe this difference between them and 
their fellow Greeks to, but the difterent conforma- 
: tions of the seat of knowledge ? 1 wish our society 

of antiquaries would endeavour to find out if this 
did not proceed from the Beotians following the 
Egyptian fashion above-mentioned. 

Are we to suppose that the only motive of our 
eminent pliysictians and great lawyers for wearing 
such large periwigs as they generally do, isfjpierely 
to appear wiser than other people? Have they not 
experienced that these warm coverings of the head 
greatly contribute to render them reallij so ? One 
apparent proof of their being wiser than most others 
is, that the former very rarely take any physic, and 
the latter never go to law wlien they can avoid it. 
However, we must for the sake of truth acknow- 
ledge, that too many of these gentlemen of both 
professions, seem to have carried the practice of 
keeping their heads warm to such an excess, as to 
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occasion a kind of madness, which shows itself in so 
voracious an appetite for fees, as can hardly be 
satisfied. But as we frequently see good proceed 
from evil, may it not be hoped that these extrava- 
gancies of physicians and lawyers will put people 
upon making as little work as possible for either, by 
substituting temperance in the room of physic, and 
arbitrations instead of law-suits ? 

Whether your female readers will take warning 
by the examples here set before them, or much 
esteem your advice or mine, I know not ; but surely 
such of them at least as go to church, and there 
say their prayers, will pay a proper regard to St. 
Paul, who tells them that * eyery woman who pray- 
eth with her head uncovered, dishonoureth her 
head.^ 

In one of the islands in the Archipelago (I think 
it is Naxos) there was formerly a law that no wo- 
man should appear abroad in embroidered clotlies, 
or with jewels, unless she were a professed courte- 
zan ; nor be attended when she walked the streets, 
with more than one waiting-maid, except she was 
in liquor. Now what I would propose is, that you, 
Mr. Fitz-Adam, should issue out an edict, that none 
of the fair sex in our island shall for the future be 
seen in public without a cap, but such as are known 
to be ladies of pleasure; unless you shall be pleased 
to except those who are apt to tipple a little too 
much, and therefore go in this manner to cool their 
heads. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most humble servant. 



u’" 209. 


WORL0, 


281 


Nr 209. THURSDAY, DEC. SO, 1756. 


The public will no doubt be a good deal astonish* 

( d, that instead of the great name of Adam Fitz- 
Adam to this paper, the}' now see it written by a 
poor weak woman, its publisher, and dated from 
the Globe in Paternoster- Row. Alas ! nothing* 
but my regard and veneration for that dear good 
man could have got the better of my modesty, and 
tempted me to an undertaking that only himself was 
equal to. 

Before these lines can reach tlie press, that truly 
great and amiable gentleman will, in all [)robability, 
be no more. An event so sudden and unexpected, 
and in which the public are so deeply interested, 
cannot fail to excite the curiosity of every reader ; 
I shall therefore relate it in the concisest manner I 
am able, not in the least doubting but my defects in 
style will be overlooked, and that grief and concern 
will prevent criticism. 

The reader may remember, that in the first num- 
ber of the World, and in several succeeding pa- 
pers, the good old gentleman flattered himself that 
the profits of his labours would some time or other 
enable him to make a genteel figure in the world, 
and seat him at least in his one horse chair. 
The death of Mrs. Fitz-Adam, which happened a 
few months since, as it relieved him from the great 
expense of housekeeping, made him in a hurry to set 
up this EQUIP AGE ; and as the sale of his paper was 
even beyond his expectations, I was one of the first 
of his friends that advised him to purchase it. The 
.EQUIPAGE was accordingly bespoke and sent home; 
and as he had all along promised that his first visit 
in it should be to me, 1 expected him last Tuesday 
p r 3 
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at tny country-house at Hoxton. The poor gentle- 
man was punctual to his appointment ; and it was 
with great delight that I saw him from my window 
driving up the road that leads to my house. Un- 
fortunately for him, his eye caught mine ; and hoping 

i as I suppose) to captivate me by his great skill in 
riving, he made two or three flourishes with his 
whip, which so frightened the horse, that he ran 
furiously away with the carriage, daslied it against 
a post, and threw the driver from his seat with a 
violence hardly to be conceived. I screamed out 
to my maid ‘ Lord bless me f says I, ‘ Mr. Fitz- 
Adam is killed !’ and away we ran to the spot where 
he lay. At first I imagined that his head was off; 
but upon drawing nearer to him, 1 found it was his 
hat! He breathed indeed, which gave me hopes 
that he was not quite dead ; but for other signs of 
life he had positively none. 

In this miserable condition, with the help of 
some neighbours, we brought him into the house, 
where a warm bed was quickly got ready for him ; 
which, together with bleeding and other helps, 
brought him by degrees to life and reason. He 
looked round about him for some time, and at last, 
seeing and knowing me, inquired after his chaise. 
I told him it was safe, though a good deal damaged. 

‘ No matter, madam,* he replied ; ‘ it has done my 
business: it has carried me a journey from this 
world to the next ; I shall have no use for it again.* 
Here his spcecli failed him, and I thought him ex- 
piring; but after a few minutes, recovering as it 
were from a trance, he proceeded thus : * Mrs. 
Cooper,' says he, ‘ you behold in the miserable ob- 
ject now before you, a speaking monument of the 
folly and madness of ambition. This fatal chaise 
was the ultimate end of all my pursuits ; the hope 
of it animated my labours, and &led me with i|ieas 
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of felicity and grandeur. Alas I how has it humbled 
me ! May other great men take warning by my 
fall ! The World, Mrs. Cooper, is now at an end* 

1 thought it destined to a longer period ; but the 
decrees of fate are not to be resisted. It would in- 
deed have pleased me to have written the last pa- 
per myself ; but that task, madam, must be yours ; * 
and however painful it may be to your modesty,* I 
conjure you to undertake it.* He paused here for a 
moment or two, as if waiting for my answer ; and 
as well as I could speak for sorrow and concern, I 
promised what he asked. * Your knowledge as a 
publisher, madam (proceeded he) and youy great 
fluency of words, will make it perfectly easy to you. 
Little more will be necessary than to set forth my 
sudden and unhappy end: to make my acknow- 
ledgments to the public for the indulgence it has 
shown me ; and above all to testify my gratitude to 
my numerous correspondei\ts, to whose elegant 
pieces this paper has been principally indebted for 
its uncommon success. I intended (with permis- 
sion) to have closed the work with a list of those 
correspoidents ; but death prevents me from raising 
this monument to my fame.' 

A violent flt of coughing, in which I feared the 
poor gentleman would have gone oft’, robbed him of 
his speech for more than half an hour : at last, how- 
ever, he came again to himself, and, though more 
feebly than before, proceeded as follows ; < I am 
thankful, madam, that I yet Jive, and that an op- 
portunity is given me of confessing the frailties of 
my nature to a faithful friend.’ I winked at Susan 
to withdraw, but she would not understand me; 
her stay, however, did not prevent Mr. Fitz-Adam 
from giving me a full detail of the sins of his youth; 
which as they only amount to a few 'gallantries 
among the ladies, with nothing more heinous than 



284 


WORLD, 


NO 209* 


a rape or two at coHege, we bid him be oi' comfort, 
and think no more of such trifles. ‘ And now, 
madam/ says he,^^ 1 have another concern to trou- 
bie you with. When 1 was a boy at school, it al- 
ways possessed my thoughts, that whenever I died 
1 should be buried in Westminster abbey. I confess 
freely to you, madam, that this has been the con- 
si agt ambition of my riper years. The great good 
which njy labours have done to mankind will, I 
liopc, entitle my remains to an interraent in that 
honourable place; nor wall the public, 1 believe, be 
disinclined to erect a suitable monument to my me- 
mory. The frontispiece to the World, which was 
the lucky thought of my printer, 1 take.to be a most 
excellent design ; and if executed at large in virgin 
marble, must have an admirable effect. I can think 
only of one alteration in it, which is, that in the 
back ground J would have, in relief, a onc-horse 
chair in the act of overturning, that the story of ray 
death, as it contains a lesson for the ambitious, may 
be recorded with my mame. My epitaph, if the 
public might be so satisfied, I would have decent 
and concise. It would offend my modesty^ if after 
the name of Fitz- Adam, more were to be added than 
Ithcsc words, 

He ivas the deepest Philosopher, 

The wHiiest Writer, 

AND 

The greatest Man 

(^TIIIS ACJE or NATION. 

i say, madam, of this age and nation, because other 
times and other countries have produced very 
great men ; insomuch that there are names among 
the ancients, hardly inferior to that of Adam Fitz- 
-Adam ’ 
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The good old gentleman would have proceeded, 
but his speech failed him again, and lie lay as if ex- 
piring for two whole hours ; during which interval, 
as I had no time to spare, and as all I heard was 
then fresh in my memory, 1 sat myself down to ful- 
fil the promise 1 had made. When 1 had#writteii 
thus far, he again attempted to speak to me,, but 
could -not. I held up the paper to him, and asked 
if he would hear it read. He nodded his assent, 
and after I had gone through it, his approbation. 
I desired him to signify by some motion of his hand, 
if tliere was any thing in it that he wished to have 
altered. He nodded his head again, and gave me a 
look of such complacency and regard, as convinced 
me I had pleased him. It is from a knowledge of 
this circumstance that 1 shall now send what I have 
written to the press, with no other concern than for 
the accident which occasioned it; an accident, 
which I shall never think of without tears, as it 
will probably deprive tlie public of a most able in-* 
structor, and me of a worUiy friend and constant 
benefactor. ’ 

Globe, Paler-Nosler Row, MaKY CoOFER. 

i'uesdaj, Dec. 28, 1756. 

P. S. Wednesday night, ten o clock. Mr. Fitz- 
Adam is still alive, though in a dangerous way. He 
came to his speech this morning, and directed me 
to inform the public, that as the World is now 
closed, he has ordered a general Index to the folio 
volumes to be printed, and given gratis in a few 
days at Mr. Dodsley's in Pall-Mall, and at M^ 
Cooper’s at the Globe in Pater-Noster-Row. 
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The following paper having been transmitted to 
Mr. Fitz-Adam’s bookseller on the very day of 
that gentleman’s misfortune, he takes the liberty 
to offer it to the public just as it came to hand. 

To Mr. Fit/- Aim M. 

Sir; 

As the contagion of politics has been so prcv^alent 
of late, that it has even (1 "'on’t say infected, but 
at least) infused itself into the papers of the impar- 
tial Mr. Fitz-Adam, perhaps 1 may not make him 
an unacceptable present in the following piece, 
which will humour the bent of his disorder (for I 
must consider political writings as a distemper) and 
at the same lupe will cool, not increase, any sharp- 
ness in his blood. 

Though the author of this little essay is retired 
from the busier scenes of life, he has not buried 
lijmself in such indifference to his country, as to de- 
spise, or not to attend to what is passing even in 
those scenes he has quitted : ^nd having witlidrawn 
from inclination, not from disgust, he preserves the 
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same attachments that he formerly made, though 
contracted even then from esteem, not from in- 
terest. He sees with a feeling concern the distresses 
and distractions of his countr}^ ; he foresees with 
anxiety the consequences of both. He laments the 
discord that divides those men of superior genius, 
whose union, with all their abilities, were perhaps 
inadequate to the crisis of our afiairs. He does not 
presume to discuss the grounds of their dissentiorfs, 
which he wishes themselves to overlook ; and he 
vrould be one of the last men in England to foment 
division, where his interest as a Briton, and his pri- 
vate inclinations as a man, bid him hope for coali- 
tion. Yet he would not be a Man, he might be a 
Stoic, if even these inclinations were equally ba- 
lanced : his admiration may be suspended, his heart 
will be partial. Itoih these sensations ho* has been 
naturally led to lament and condemn the late tor- 
rent of personalities: he sees with grieUhe greatest 
characters treated with the greatest licentiousness: 
his friendship has been touched at finding one of tho 
most respectable aspersed in the most injurious 
manner. He holds That person’s fame as much su** \ 
perior to reproach, as he thinks himself inferior to 
That person’s defence ; and yet he cannot help giv- 
ing his testimony to the reputation of a man, with 
whose friendship he has been long honoured. This 
ambition, Sir, has occasioned my troubling you 
with the following portrait, written eight years ago ; 
designed then as private incense to an honoured 
name ; and ever since preserved by the author only, 
and in the fair hands to which it was originally ad- 
dressed. I will detain you no longer than to say, 
that if this little piece should be accused of flattery, 
kt it be remembered that it was written when the 
subject of it was no^inister of state, and that it is 
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published now (and should not else have been pub* 
iished) when he is no minister at all. 

I am^ 

Sir, 

Your humble sermnty 

H.M. 


, , To the Right Honourable Lady C. F. 

Madam ; 

I have been attempting to draw a picture of one 
of your friends, and think I have in some degree 
succeeded; but as I fear natural partiality may make 
me flatter myself, I choose to submit to your lady- 
ship’s judgment, whose prepossession for the person 
represenlipd is likely to balance what fondness 1 may 
have for my own performances. As I believe you 
love the p6||;on in question as much as ever other 
people love themselves, the medium between the 
faults you shall And, and the just resemblance that 
1 see in the following portrait, is likely to be an 
exact image. 

The gentleman I am drawing is about * three- 
and forty : as you see all the fondness and delicacy 
and attention of a lover in him, perhaps your lady- 
ship may take him to be but ihree-and twenty : but 
I, whose talent is not flattery, and who from his 
judgment and experience and authority, should at 
first set him down for threescore, upon the strictest 
inquiry, can only allow him to be in the vigour of 
his age and understanding. His person decides ra- 
ther on my side, for though he has all the case and 
amiableness of youth, yet your ladyship must allow 
that it has a dignity, which youth might aim at in 


* Ibis was wrilten ia ibe ^ear 1748. 
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vain, and for which it will scarce ever be exchanged. 
If 1 were like common painters, I should give him 
a- ruddy healthful complexion, and light up his 
countenance with insipid smiles and unmeaning be- 
nignity : but this would not be a faithful portrait : a 
florid bloom would no more give an idea of him, 
than his bended brow at first lets one into the vast 
humanity of his temper ; or than an undistinguish- 
ing smile would supply the place of bis manly 
riosity and penetration. To paint lu'm with a 
cheerful open coimtenance would be a poor return 
of compliment for the flattery that his approbation 
bestows, wdiicb, by not being promised, doubly sa- 
tisfies (Mie’s self-love. 'J’he merit of others is de- 
grading to their friends; the gentlemen I mean 
makes his worth open ujioii you, by persuading you 
that ho discovei’s some in you. ' - 

Me has the true characteristic of a great man 
that he is superior to others in his private, social, 
unbended hours. I am far from meaning by this su- 
periority, that he exerts the fofee of his genius un- 
necessarily : on the contrary, you only perceive his 
pre-eminence in those moments by bis being more 
agreeably good-natured, and idle with more ease, 
than other people. He seems inquisitive, as if his 
only business were to learn ; and is unreserved, as 
if be were only to inform; and is equally incapable 
of mystery in pretending to know w hat he does not, 
or in concealing what he does. 

In the house of commons he was for some time an 
ungraceful and unpopular speaker, the abundance of 
liis matter overflowing bis elocution: but the force 
of his reasoning has prevailed both over his ow n de- 
fects and those of his audience. He speaks with a 
strengtii and perspicuity of argument that com- 
mands the admiration of an age apt to be more 
cheaply pleased. But his vanity cannot satisfy 
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itself on the terms it could satisfy others ; nor would 
he thank any man for his approbation, unless he 
were conscious of deserving it. But he carries this 
delicacy still farther, and has been at the idle la- 
bour of making himself fame and honours by pur- 
suing a regular and steady plan, when art and elo- 
quence would have carried him to an equal height, 
and made those fear him, who now only love him — 
if a party can love a man whom they see is only 
connected with them by principles, not by pre- 
judices. 

In another light one may discover another lit- 
tleness in his conduct : in the affairs of his office’^- 
he is as minute and as full of application as if he 
were always to remain in the same post; and as 
exact and knowing as if be always had been in it. 
lie is as attentive to the solicitation and interests of 
others in his province, as if he were making their 
fortune, not his own ; and to the great detrimerit of 
the ministry, had turned one of the best sine-cures 
under the government into one of the most labo- 
rious employments, at the same time imagining 
that tlic ease with which he executes it, w ill prevent 
a discovery of the innovation. He receives all of- 
ficers who address to him with as little pride as if 
he were secure of innate nobility ; yet this di fcct 
of illustrious birth is a blemish, which some of the 
greatest men have wanted to make them completely 
great: Tally had it; had the happiness and glory of 
raising himself from a private condition ; but boast- 
ing of it, might as well have been noble : he 
degraded himself by usurping that prerogative of 
nobility, pride of what one can neither cause nor 
prevent. 

1 say nothing of his integrity, because I know no- 

♦ Secretary at War, 
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thing of it, but that it has never been breathed upon 
even by suspicion : it will be time enough to vindi- 
cate it, when it has been impeached. He is as well- 
bred as those who colour over timidity with gentle- 
ness of manners, and as bravely sincere as those 
who take, or would have brutality taken for honesty ; 
l;ut though his greatest freedom is polite, his greatest 
condescension is dignified with spirit ; and he can 
n(» more court his enemies, than relax in kindnesf 
to his friends. Yet though he has more spirit than 
almost any man living, it is never looked upon as 
flowing from his passions, by the intimate connexion 
that it always preserves with his understanding. 
Yet his passions arc very strong : ho loves play, 
women more, and one woman more than all. Tfm 
arniableness of his behaviour to her, is only equalled 

by her’s to him But as your ladyship would not 

know a picture of this charming woman, when 
drawn with all Iier proper graceful virtues ; and as 
that engaging ignorance niiglit lead you even into 
an uncertainty about the portrait of the gentleman, 

J shall lay down ray pencil, and am, 

MADAM, 

Your LADys^n»^s 

A/os/ obedient 

lluinbte servnyit, 

V\NI)YKE. 
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